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Trker pamphlets have been publiſhed | 
fince the laſt edition of this work, and ſcem 
to be intended as anſwers to it; but I am not 
ſenſible that they diſprove a fingle fact, or 
confute one argument uſed in it: ſome par- 
ticulars, indeed, are miſtated, and others miſ- 

underſtood; but as theſe pamphlets contain 
ſtrong aſſertions, and many people, perhaps, 
may not have taken the trouble of informing 
themſelves on the ſubject ſufficiently to ſee 
they are without foundation, it might be 
pfoper to ſay. they ate not proved, and that 
they are fallacious. The firſt pamphlet, en- 

titled, A Letter from an American to a Mem- 

ber of Parliament, does not attempt, even 

in the moſt diſtant manner, to diſprove 4 
fingle fact, or to anſwer a ſingle argument, 
unleſs it be by aſſerting for facts the greateſt 
extravagancies, without even endeavouring 
to ſupport them. As a ſpecimen of his 
knowledge, he ſays, that the American States 


2 


* can 


T3 


butter, tallow-candles, ſoap, beer, - and even 


bar iron, cheaper than Europe; but thoſe. 


who read his pamphlet, will hardly require 
any anſwer to it. The ſecond pamphlet, 


entitled, Conſiderations on the Preſent Situ- 


ation of Great Britain and the United States 
of America, particularly deſigned to expoſe 
the dangerous tendency of Lord Sheffield's 
Obſervations, &c. at firſt appear to claim 
more attention. The author of it informs 
us, that be has ſpent the ſummer in eollee- 
ting materials; but he. gives no authority for 


can now ſupply the Weſt Indies with beef, 


the calculations and tables he has inſerted? 


they differ matertally from the Cuſtom-houfe 
entries, both of Britain and America, or 
contradict them in every inſtance. Many 
facts advanced, as from cuſtom entries, are 
found to be without foundation, or enor- 


- mouſly exaggerated. The author ſays, the 


Americans formerly took 25,000 hogſheads 


of ſugar annually from our iſlands, The 
Americans had no motive for entering leſs. 
ſugar at the Cuſtom-boule than what t they. 


actually 


TY? 

atually imported from our iſlands; yet their 
importations never, in any year, exceeded 
6700 hogſheads, at 1600wt, to the | hogſ% 
bead. The exaggeration as to the tefined 
ſugar taken from henee is as great. Above 
150 pages are filled with calculations and 
aſſertions hazarded in the ſame manner, withs 
out any apparent authority; The article 
relative to American ſkipping; i is the moſt ex- 
traordinary of the wholez he ſays, 398. o 
tons were employed in the eommerce between 
Great Britain and America, excluſive of the 
trade between the latter and the Weſt Indies. 
The author may eafily "learn, that not 
110, ooo tons were at any time employed in 
that commerce. The deductions which fol - 
low, are equally erroneous. The author alſo 
argues, that the American 'States, although 
now foreign, ought to be indulged with 
nearly all the commercial privileges and im- 
munities which they enjoyed whilſt Britiſh 
ſubjeQs ; that in return, they will ſupply our 
Weſt-India iſlands with proviſions, lumber, 
&c. and take from thence ſugar, rum, &c. 

they 
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they will become our - ſhip-builders; we being 
| unable to build ſhips, and to carry for our- 
ſelves, but at an intolerable Joſs. Singular 
as this mode of reaſoning is, it is the uni- 
' form tenor and tendency of all his arguments * 
and aſſertions: as to bis authorities, he has 
not thought proper to communicate them to 
the public ; but this farther advantage is held 


out to us, that the Americans will take our 


manufactures, when they cannot get the ſame 
articles cheaper, better, * on longer credit; 
elſewhere. 

The author of the third pamphlet avows 
himſelf, It comes with a reſpectable name, 
and has for title, Thoughts on the late Pro- 
ceedings of Government reſpecting the Trade 
of the Weſt-India Iſlands with the United 
States of North America.— Mr. Edwards 
will find himſelf extremely miſinformed as to 
the impoſſibility of the Britiſh Fiſheries in 
America and Europe being able to ſupply 
our Weſt-India Iſlands; alſo, as to the 
ability of Ireland to furniſh a ſufficient quan- 
tity of proviſions for them; and notwith- 

ſanding 


fanding his aſſertion to the contrary, he 
will find there is white oak in Nova Scotia, 
and plenty of lumber, and that the harbours 
are never frozen, Mr. Edwards ſeems to 
think, and with ſome degree of diſapproba- 
tion, that Adminiſtration had been forward to 
furniſh this work with authentic documents. 
The ſeveral editions have been almoſt nine 
months in hand; and although there has not 
been more than three Adminiſtrations during 
thoſe months, it does not appear, for "which 
of them the blame is intended, But it may 
be proper to exculpate them all, by declaring, 
that none of them, or any part of them, 
furniſhed materials or information in the 
ſmalleſt degree, or had the leaſt knowledge of 
| the publication. It is probable one of choſe 
Adminiſtrations would have gratified the 
public with authentic information, if it had 
been deſired. One obſervation more ſhall be 
made, that the reſpectable character of the Go- 
vernor of Jamaica derives no additional luſtre 
from the publication of his anſwer to the 
Grand Jury: | 


On 
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| On the ſubject of opening the Weſt- India 
ports, the conteſt ſeems unequal. Many 


| individuals think themſelves very, materially 


intereſted for it; no man, in particular, can 
be ſaid to be intereſted againſt it; but, 
although they may not have been forward to 
ſhew themſelves, the Navigation act, that is, 
the Marine of Britain, has numerous friends: 
The advocate of a public cauſe, for ſuch. is 


_ this, does not ſee the ſubject through a ſelfiſh 


medium. He is leaſt liable to prejudice, and 
he is leſs likely to miſrepreſent. He may 
have obloquy for his trouble, although it 
will be difficult to impute his conduct to any 
motive, but an earneſt, defire to ſerve. the 


public. He will, at any rate, have the ſatiſ- 
faction of thinking, he endeavoured to aſſiſt 


his country, when its intereſts, through levity,. 


1gnorance, and party diſtractions, were like 
ly to ſuffer. „ 954 


„„ "SHEFFIELD. 
Downing Street, | | | 


February, 1784. 


7 5 | ADVER- 


ADVERTISEMENT 


ro THE 


SECOND EDITION. 


THE defire of imparting uſeful know: 
ledge at a ſeaſonable juncture, haſtened the 
firſt publication of this pamphlet in the 
midft of particular and unexpected avoca- 
tions. The demand for a ſecond edition 
requires and permits a more accurate re viſal, 
and the opportunity has not been neglected. 
Some Paſſages have: been corrected or ex- 
| plained, and many additions are now intro- 
duced. 80 | 
On this recent ſubje&t no information 
could be obtained from any books what- 
ſoever; but the beſt judges in each arti- 
cle of exports and imports had been ſepa- 
rately conſulted, their ſeveral opinions had 
been carefully weighed and compared, and 
the ſame intereſting queſtions have been 
again ſubmitted to a ſecond and more ri - 
gorous ſerutiny. | 


SHEFFIELD. 


Downing Street, 
June 21, 1783. 
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imported into and exported from Great Britain, for 
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two Years, viz. from Chriſtmas 1772 to Chriſtmas 
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ing England from Scotland, and the particular Coun 


tries to which theſe Articles were exported, or from 


whence they Wer yrs, likewiſe the reſpectire | 5 


Year. 
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Chriſtmas laſt, viz. from Chriſtmas, 1972, to Chriſte, 


mas, 1782, diſtinguiſhing each Year, the ſeveral 
- Quantities and Species; and alſo diſtinguiſhing each 


2 8 and how much from the Port of London fepa- 
rately, 
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*-þ 2 bbs revolution — an n 
caſe — the independence of America, has 
! the wildeſt ſalies of imagination; 
Syſterhs have been preferred to experience, Raſh 
theory to ſucceſsful ' practice, and the Naviga 
tion Act irſelf, the guardian of the proſperity of 
pr has been almoſt abandoned by the levity 
or ignorance of thoſe, who have never ſerioully 
examined the ſpirit or the happy conſequences of 
it, Our calmer refleions will ſoon diſcover, that | 
ſo great a ſacrifice is neither requiſite nor 'expe- 
dient; truth and fact ate againſt it; and the 


Enowledge only and conſideration of the exports 


and imports of the American States will afford us 
juſt principles, whereby we may aſcertain the real 
value of their trade, foreſee and judge of their 
{4 B trut 
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true intereſt and probable conduct, and. chooks 
the wiſeſt meaſures (the wiſeſt are always the 
moſt ſimple) for ſecuring and improving the be- 
'nefits of a commercial intercourſe witch this now 
farign and independent nation. For it is in the 
light of a foreign country that America muſt 
henceforward be viewed — it is the ſituation ſhe 
herſelf has choſen by aſſerting her independence, 
and the whimfical definition of a people ſui gene- 
ris, is either a figure of rhetoric which canveys 
no diſtinct idea, or the effort of cunning, to unite 
at the ſame time the advantages of two incon- 
ſiſtent characters. By aſſerting their indepen- 
dence, the Americans have at once renounced the 
privileges, as well as the duties, of Britiſh ſubjects 
— they are become foreign ſtates ; and if in ſome 
inſtances, as in the loſs of the carrying-trade, they 
ſhould feel the inconvenience of their choice, they 
could not, nor ought they to complain; but 
ſhould they on the other hand be placed on the 
footing of the moſt favoured nation, they. muſt, . 
ſurely applaud our liberality and friendſhip, with-, 
out going ſo far as to expect that for their emolu- 
ment, weſhould ſacrifice the navigation and of courſe | 
the naval power of Great Britain. By the fim-. 
ple expedient of permitting the acta of navigation 
to operate i in reſpect to the American States, as they 
operate in reſpect to the moſt favoured foreign na- 
tion, we ſhall eſcape the unknown miſchiefs of crude 
and precipitate "lyſtems, we ſhall avoid the raſhneſs of 
| voy and pernicious 8 conceſſions which 
cCould 


CFE. 
could never be reſumed without provoking their 


jealouſy, and perhaps not without an entire com- 


mercial! breach with the American States. | 
In the youthful ardour for graſping the advan- 
tages of the American trade, a bill ®, ſtill depend- 
ing, was firft introduced into parliament. Had 
it paſſed into a law, it would have affected our 
moſt effenrial intereſts in every branch of com- 
merce, and in every part of the world; it would 
have deprived of their efficacy our navigation 
laws, and undermined the whole naval power of 
Britain; it would have endangered the repoſe of 
Ireland, and excited the Jon indignation of Rufſia 
an other countries +: the Weſt India planters 
B 2 | would 


* For the bill, as firſt brought in, ſee the Appendix. 
Erery claufe was altered at feveral times, but the prin- 
ciple being bad, and the difficulty great, the bill at length 
was dropt for the ſeſſion, and à temporary power was 
given to the Crown, to regulate the trade and intercourſe 
with the American States. 


+ To inſtance only Ruſſia : by treaty ſhe is to be confi 
dered as the moſt favoured nation. She will not eaſily 
be amuſed by any ridiculous attempts that may be made 
. to treat the American States other than foreign. Bar 
iron from Ruſſia pays a duty on importation into this 
country of 21. 16s. 4 d. per ton, in Britiſh ſhips 
legally navigated, and of 3}. 73. 1d. in any other 


ſhips than ſuch as are Britiſh built, and wheroof the 
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would have- been the only ſubjects, of Britain 
who could haye derived any benefit, however 
| partial and tranſient, from their open intercourſe 
directly with the American States, and indi- 
rely through them with the reſt of the world, 
Fortunately ſome delays bave intervened, and. if - 
ve diligently uſe the opportunity of inquiry and 
reflection, which theſe delays have afforded us 
the future welfare of our country may eres on 
this ſalutary pauſe. 
Our impatience to pre occupy the Ameri- 
can market, ſhould perhaps be rather checked 
than encouraged. The ſame eagerneſs. has been 
indulged by our rival nations: they have vied 
with each other in pouring their manufactures 
into America, and the country is already ſtocked, 
moſt probably overſtocked, with European com- 
modities . It is experience alone that can de- 


Britiſn, while ſuch iron from America, when a part 
| of the empire, was free from all duties. If we do not 
| put both countries on an equal footing, we may ſacri- 
ſice the moſt neceſſary trade we have, 


a eee eee 
| in New York than in London, and letters from Phila- 
-delphia mentioned ſeveral articles 25 per cent cheaper. 
| But it appears by letters received from America ſince 
the former editions of this pamphlet, that although the 
market had been oyerſtocked with ſome articles, many 
others were much wanted to aſſort the ſtores, which 
 :aroſe, in ſame meaſure, from the ignorance of foreigay 


| ers in compoſing their cargoes, 
| 2 Reg monſtrate 
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mogſtrato 0 the French, or. Dutch trader, the 
fallacy of his eager hopes, and that experience 
will operate eyery.day. in favour of the Briciſh mer- 
-* chant. He alone is able and willing to grant 
that Jiberal credit, which muſt be extoated from 
his competitors by the raſhneſs af their early ven- 
tures : they will ſoon diſcover that America has 
neither money * nor ſufficient produce to ſend in 
return, and cannot have for ſome time; and not 


intending or being able to give'credit, their funds 


will be exhauſted, their agents will never return, 
and the ruin; of the firſt creditors will ſerve as a 
laſting, warning to their countrymen. The ſolid 
power of ſupplying the wants of America, of re- 
ceiving her produce, and of waiting her conve- 
nience, belongs almoſt excluſively to our own 
merchants. If we can abſtain from miſchievous 
precipitation, we ſhall learn, 'to our great {atis- 
faction, that the induſtry of Britain will encounter 
little competition in the American market. We 
Mall obſerve with pleaſure, that, among the ma- 
ritime ſtates, France, after all her efforts, will 
derive the fmalleft benefits from the commercial 
independence of America. She may exult in the 
diſmemberment of the Britiſh empire, but if we 
are true to ourſelves, and to the wiſdom of our 
anceſtors, there is till life and vigour left to 


Y The gretr part of the colony commerce was ca 
| P | 
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Uifappoint'ber' hopes, xn to controul- her abi. 
W 266 
To form x juſt notion of the queſtion = 


depending, and reaſonably to decide upom it, 


was neceffary to examine and aſcertain, what are he 
wants of America, what this country can provide 


ber with, which cannot be procured elſewhere on 


terms equally advantageous, and what are the pro- 
ductions which America has to give in return. 
Thefe,mveſtigations will throw fome light on a ſub- 


. XR as intereſting, although perhaps as ill under- 


Rood, as any that can be agitated among us, 
and the following facts and obſervations being 
diftinfthy ſtated, may be more eafily comprehend- 
ed, and will probably be more deliberately con- 
fidered, than if ſpoken to benches uſually al- 
moft empty, except when a miniſterial queſtion 
5536 | The 

* There is no circumſtance of the war that can in- 
fpize France with any confidence in the ſuperiorĩty of 
her fleet, her army, or her finances. By her ſuſpenſion 
ef the carrying-trade, by her neglect and abuſe of her 
army) ſhe made up a fleet that was in no inſtance victo- 


ridus. Some time before the ſigning the Preliminaries 
ſhe with-held payment of the bills drawn by her com- 


- miffaries in America. Britain always refiſted, and ſome- 
times vanquiſhed the maritime powers of the world, 


and her efforts will be as glorious in the annals of hiſto- 
17 as her on ſucceſsful wars. The reſources which 
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In this great and capital article, Great Britain 
will have very, little competition, except in. fine 
cloths made in France, to appearance of equal 
quality to thoſe made .in England. They have 


a ſuperior luſtre, arid are afforded cheaper, but | 


fail in firmneſs and durability. France excels in 
ſingle, * though. Nr in mixed. colours; but 


ſive, have been ſuperior to the expectation of che moſt 
ſanguine. Our advantage may be fairly afcribed to the 
ſtrength and ſpirit of the country: our failure, more 
eſpecially in America, to the Oy of RA 
apd the errors of Parliament. pb | 


prench cloths are not ſo much twiſted in the thread 
ag our ſuperfines, and being of a more ſpungy and open 
texture, they receive a greater quantity of the dye, and 


thergþy retain the colour detter, eſpecially black. A 
t 


6 
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| off wool being from 16 to 20 per cent. dearer in 


wOGLLENS. 
the dettiand of che ſupetfine- 
rica will be very . 1 the we 
don of that dountry is chlefly of clochs un 
228. per yard ; the quantity of thoſe 7 age 
price bears n proportion to that of any due 
che inferior qualities, down to the coarleſt ä 
cheapeſt; Tbereſbte 4 the bulk of rhe ale 
muſt be bought in England, it wilt be ſeldorn 
worth while to ſend tö Frante for the Tmall' 
quantity they may want of the cloths of 138. 6d. 
0d 145. and. they will rather take the Englith 
ſuperfines, which are at leaſt as much better as 
they are dearer, than thoſe of the French. There 
will be no competition in woollen ſtuffs of other 


| N and qualities, ſuch as camblets, calliman- 


ballons, durants, c. The mahufaQturers = 

ine and ſoche other towns in France attempt 
e, ſerges, and ſome other light woollens, 

but they are ſo much inferior, that the ſame forts 

of Englith manufactures, even loaded with duties 


and expences, are pteferred both in the French 


and Auſtrian Netherlands. As to the thalloohs, 
tammies, and other light ſtuffs, for the lining of 
cloaths, and ſuch uſes, the French manufactures. 
have hitherto had Mill leſs ſucceſs. The article 


France® than in \ Region ot ob os. 


''G Several perſons are now in Talus, ſent fron 


Frince to obſerve the management of our fotks, in } 


# 0 
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labour is lower; yet, whilſt > wool continues to 
be ſo dear, it is hardly poſſible that coarſe cloths, 
which require a greater proportion, of materials 
than of labour, can be afforded ſo cheap in 
France as in England; and it is certain, chat all 
parſe, woolleps ar 1c this ung t Jeaſt age 
cent. dearer in France than in England. 
Orders to a great amcunt ace; eee 
from the French, n 
for Spital- fields manufacture. 
FP 


provinces of America was 18. ſterling per pound. 
There are ſome ſheep in each province, but the num- 


ber is inconſiderable, except part of the province of 
Rhode Iſland and Connecticut. In the Southern 
Provinces, the wool of ſheep becomes of a hairy 
quality. In the Northerd, it cannot anſwer to 
raiſe many ſheep, the land is ſo long covered with 
ſaow ; the expence of winter fodder is too great. 


pe to acquire knowledge relative to wool, They 


may obſerye, that it will be neceſſary to change the 
climate, and whole ſyſtem of huſbandry in France, 
before that country can raiſe any quantity of wool, 
ſack as ours. The quantity of wool raiſed in Frarice is 
not conſiderable when compared with the conſumption. 
We may in ſome degree judge from the ſeizures, of 
the increaſe of the practice of ſmuggling wool. In 
1770, the quantity ſeiſed was only. 32 pounds. In 


1780, it had encreaſed to 12,383 pounds; and * 25 | 


| * amounted to 13,916 pounds. 
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The following fact is a ſtriking probf bf the 


dbef bfr 6f bel Gewa, 66-the Freith; in the 
opinion of the Atheticans. When Frutet gratitefl 
à ſum of notify to Congreſs for cloathing the 
American trotps, Mr. Laurens, jun. was this 
ployedl to provide It, but inſtead bf lying tit 

the money in Franct, he went ro Holland and 
bought Englith cloths; and ſent chem to Atnerica, 
The French miniſtet was inſtructed to complain 
to Congreſs of this tranſaction, ſo ungrateful and 
injurious to Franck; but Mr. Laurens juſtified 
Hirnſelf by Ming, it was his duty to Us the beſt 
he could with the money, and that the Einglth 
cloths of equal price with the French, wee much 
better. And father to ſhew the preference given 
to Britiſh manufactures in the American States, we 
need only recollect that the importation of gbvds 
from this country, through a variety of channels, 
was ſo great, duridg the war, that the French 
miniſter, reſiding at Philadelphia, remonſtrated 
againſt it more than once, before the leaſt atten- 
tion was paid to him by Congreſs. An att was 
then made prohibiting the manufactures of this 
country under certain penalties ; nevertheleſs, they 
continued to be imported to ſo great & degree, 
that a remonſtrance from the Court of France was 
Preſented to Congreſs, threatening to withdraw 
their aid, if mote effectual means were not taken 
to prevent the importation of Britiſh goods, which, 
being accompanied with ſtrong recommendations 


from Dr. Franklin, and the other Commiſſioners - 
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in-Fravee, praduced ſame affact. Some ſeizures 


were made of Britiſh monufaſtures, though im · 


Ported through Holland. This ſeverity! rook 
place a little more than a year before the peace. 
In ſome inſtances che goods ſeiſed, were returned 
te the owners. prior to this, the ſhopkeepets, 

dec. uſed to advertife as Engliſh goods, what, in 
| — were Dutch or French manufasurta, in 
ordor to recommend them to the purchaſer. 


It has been the art of American emiſſaries, and 6 


ſome arqong ourſelvey, who ſeem equaliy enemies 
to this country, aſſiduouſly to repreſent the woollen 


manufactures, as well as the country itſelf, in a 


declining and ruinous ſtate. Particular bran 

of the manufacture may have declined in ſome 

piety but other branches have encreaſed nearly 
rfold in other parts; it may have loſt parti- 


cular markets, but it has found many others, - 


Ia the Welt Riding of Yorkſhire, where there ar 


far the greateſt manufactories of Engliſh wool,” a 


return is made, by Act of Parliament, to the 


Juſtices at the Spring Quarter-ſeffions, of the 
number of pieces and yards of cloth, willed\as 


the ſeveral fulling mills in the preceding year. 
By the act of 1725, the broad cloths only were 
ſubjedt to theſe returns, and the whole number 
of pieces milled the ſucceeding - year was only 
26, 69 1; but an act of 1730 extended this re- 


yext year's returns of PIECES, were, broads 42,404. 


er 14,495. Theſe returns of the ſuperviſor 


Sa. | are 


giſter to the narrow as well as broad, and the 


Pl 
Pug 


/ 
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are . and inconteſtable, Every 1250 Eu- 
gliſhman will, with pleaſure; ſee in theſe returns 
the conſtant e ene; of monte 1 


nulasture. 1 
Year 1738, Broad ahem, cog en 
1743, 560765. - 680894 | 
1788. 650396, 66396. 
1768, 90036, 
1778, 132506, -. 


i} 
- the year 1778,, notwithſtanding £ American 


revolt was then at its height, and its 


to ſome of our politicians, ought to have ruin 


the woollen manufacture, the returns were greater 


| than they eyer had been before, Thoſe of 1782, 


were ſtill greater. The number of yards f in 
the return of 1778. was, broads 3,795,990, nar- 
rows 2,746,712. The returns of the laſt year, viz, 
1782, made on the 2 25th of laſt March, were, broads - 
4563-376, narrows 3.292, O02. The preſent 
prevailing faſhion of wearing Mancheſter manu · 
factures of cotton, and of cotton and ſilk, muſt 
have leſſened, in ſome degree, home conſump- 
tion of woollens, and proves that the encreaſe 


| lately, myſt have been chiefly in our exports, 


proof of. the decline of the manufacture. 


The low price of coarſe and long wool is no 
It i is 
well known, that the quantity of thoſe kinds of 
wool, grown in England, are doubled within no 


great wander of, years, By the introduction ao 2 


es ind: Steel MainufaBtures.: 8 


: —  __—— 
general uſe- of artificial graſſes, our flotks have 
been greatly tend. nnen 
maintain q— of that uſefal ated: It is 
certain the manufactures of coarſe wool have en- 
creaſed. The price of fine wool is high; and 
has encreaſed lately, notwithſtanding the fine wool 
flocks are more numerous: conſequently, the 
manufactutes of this kind of wool have not de- 


ereuſed, but that branch in which Spaniſh wool | 


has been moſt uſed, has moſt declined. 


France has one advantage over England in theſe , 


manufactures. The ſtile of her government ena- 


bles her to uſe more vigorous means of en | 


ing frauds, ſuch frauds as may hurt Bfitiſh" ma- 
nufactures much more, than the Porno me of 
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If a drawback or bounty equal to the duty on 


foreign iron ſhould be granted when exported, 
theſe articles probably never will go to America 


to any amount, but from Great Britain. The 
caſt-iron manufactory has had great ſucceſs in 
ſome parts of America; the other manufactures 
of iron there are very inconſiderable, except ſcythes 
and axes; the latter of which are preferred chiefly 
on account of the ſhape being better calculated to 
| anſwer the purpoſe for which they are wanted, 


than thoſe made in England, and they bear a 
| higher 
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vire and many other articles, hut is very bad ſor 
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higher price . Occaſionally d other afticles are 


well made in Ameries by. ingenious work men, 
chiefly emigrants, but whatever they make is at an 
expence of at leaſt three · times the amount of what 
the ſame article could be imported from Europe. 
It is welt known how much we ſurpaſt the world 
in the manufactures of iron and ſteel; At —— | 
ſome articles may be cheaper; nails. 

had cheaper there, but they ate clumſy, nd do 
not. ſuit the American market. French god 
Dutch nails, were, found to bs ill nee 
and made of brictle-iroo, 5 

Some Engliſh and Bae iron paſſeſes the 
quality of toughneſs in a*high degree, and un- 
donbtedly tough ſoft iron is the heſt for making 


making a nail, a hoe, an axe, a (cythe, and many 
other valuable articles; for theſe it is neceſſary 


to _ mu of other qualities aged Y the qya- 


* It is ſaid, the American ſcythes and axes re better 
than the Britiſh, becauſe the Americans uſe the beſt 
foreign. iron for the purpoſe, while the Britiſh many» 
facturers are, perhaps, too careleſs as to the materials 
they uſe, taking the readieſt or the cheapeſt ſorts. of 
iron... Manufacturers in general are two inattentiye to 
the goodtieſs or ' fitneſs of the raw materials they uſe. 
However the New-England 'axes having got a great 


character, large quantities before the revolt were made 


in Britain like them, wete ſent to America, and ſold 
as New England axes,” and anſwered as well. 


Trot and SHY Mitebfartures. is 
my of roughneſs, it fut be of à ſound, 
Gurkble, ſtrong body of tektute; and for 
wols particularly muſt in its naturt have a r 
tels of joining wich ſteel, that is, in making the 


tool, the iron muſt cohere and unite itſelf with 
the ſteel, ſo 28 to make one found and fold body. 


It is known and admitted that no good Red can 


be made, except from Swediſh iron; it is mort 
natural that that iron ſhould be diſpoſed to join 
beſt with ſteel; the fact too confirms it. Swediſh 
ton makes the beſt ate, ſcythe, &c. Ruſſfia iron 


comes next in rank, in point of character and 


quality, to the Swediſh, and is very fit for hails; 


&c. which require no junction with ſteel. Tron 


which is only tough will not join well with (tee; 
ny ſhort Engliſh iron joins. better, but as it i 
tob apt to break when cold, is not fit for an 
tools. 
Previous to the war there were very few fotges 


for making anchors in Ay and only one in 


th 449" var 

No branch of commerce 1s mote Inesdllag us 
us than the manufactures of iron; yet we ſulftt 
them to be clogged with a moſt improper duty 
for the ſake of a revenue. There ate ſcarce any 
articles on which it would not be more prudently 
laid; the duty on foreign iron being al. 16s. 1 4d. 


per ton, imported in Britiſh-built ſhipping, &c. 


and 31. 78. 1 d. in foreigh Thips, undoubtedly 


produces conſiderably, In 178 7, above 30% é“ 
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tons were imported from 
but the importation yearly from the former f 
thoſe places, does not exceed 26, 0 tans, and 
from the latter 16,000, tons, on an average of che 
laſt, twelve years. It is a duty, however, which 
we ſhould ſpare intirely, or allow. a drawback. on 
exportation, notwithſtanding this moment of dif- 
ficulty to our financiers. There ſhould be no 
duty on raw materials, eſpecially in this. caſe. 
Ruſſia, Germany, and ether countries, which have 
iron without duty, will underſell us in the manu · 
ſacture of it, eſpecially as flitting and rolling mills 

are now erected in Sweden and Ruſſia. The 


| 3 the raw materials, the advantage is cer- 
rainly greater to the manufacturer, and to, the 


country; and for the ſake of Britiſh iron mines, 
raw materials ſhould not be burthened. Raw 


materials are better to us in return than gold: 


they are the parents of many manufactures. As 
the duty now ſtands, the manufacturer of nails in 
Ruſſia might afford to ſell them 41. a ton cheaper 
than we can; duty 56s. 4d. freight 208. ſhipping 
and landing 3s. 8d. - Ruſſia makes great quanti- 
ties for home conſumption, and having now taken 


off the duty, may ſoon greatly underſell us “. 


Mioifl 


„As the law now ſtands, the Ruſſians may import 
into Great Britain, and afterwards export to the Ame- | 


xican States, ſuch of their wares as are made of, 
3 wrought 


Pon and Sicel Minufaftures. T7 


Miniſters can have no ſufficient objection agalnſt 
allowing on exportation a drawback of the duties 
on articles manufactured from foreign iron, unleſs 
they ſhould think that there will be room for 
frauds in expurting articles manufactured of Britiſh 
iron, under the name of foreign; it would be 
better to allow a drawback, or bounty, equal tb 
the duty on foreign iron, on all ĩron articles when 
expotted, whether manufactured from foreign or 
from. Britiſn iron, (which will alſo encourage the 
making of iron in Britain) in like manner as is 
now allowed upon Britiſh refined ſugar and upon 
ſilk manufactures exported, in conſideration of 
the duties actually paid for raw ſugars and filk 
on importation. Allowing the bounty or draw- 
back on exportation, above half the duties will 


be ſaved, as near 50, ooo tons are imported; and 


only from 15 to 20,000 tons of all kinds are 
exported manufactured. As to giving up the 
duty on the part exported, it would be loſt of 
courſe, if we loſe the export trade, which muſt 
happen in a ſhort time if our iron manufactures 
N Bod Wm on with duties. yan 


wropght- iron of ſteel in their dominions, in deſance 
of the very high duties on importation here, ſuch duties 
being all drawn back again upon exportation to a foreign 
country, except a moiety of the old ſubſidy; conſe- 
quently, the Ametican States would be on 'a better 
footing in this particular than our own colonies, if the 
law is not altered, - | 

| MG loſt, 
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loſt, it will not be eaſily recovered. From $0'to 
60, ooo tons in pig, and from 15 to 20, 000 tons 
in bar iron, are made in England. The Britiſh 
iron: maker will certainly wiſh to keep the duties 
as they now are, but our iron mines cannot be 
an object of ſo much conſequence, and the 
legiſlature: ſhould not riſque. the moſt important 
trade for the ſake of one claſs of men, eſpeci- 
ally as foreign iron is of a ſuperior quality, 
and {as the practice of making iron by means 
of coak, inſtead of charcoal, increaſes, the qua- 
lity of our iron will become worſe. Iron made 
by coak has hitherto been found to be of a 
very mean quality, and much of it, of that kind 
called Redſhort, the meaneſt of all; it loſes near 
a third of its weight in manufacturing, it. flies 
| like pot metal under the ſtroke of the hammer. 
The quantity of iron made in Britain by means of 
pit coal, encreaſes very greatly, and will * 


importations. 
Before the war, vaſt quantities of natls; were 


made of foreign iron, and exported from Glaſgow 

to the ſouthern provinces of America, and al- 
though they coſt 15 per cent. more than nails 
from Britiſh iron ſent from Briſtol," &c.- yet they 
were always preferred. in America, "from their 
ſuperior quality ; and therefore if the raw ma- 
terial is not. exempted from duty, the many ar- 
ticles made of foreign iron muſt be loſt to this 
country, 25 the Britin i iron cannot be ſubſtirured, 
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which was formerly an immenſe article of expott 
to America. It was manufactured in Britain from 


Swediſh iron, and although it continued in bars 


as formerly, yet no drawback could be allowed. 

The coſt of a ton of iron is from rol. to 10l. 108. 

Duty, freight, charges, and manufacturing, gain to 
the country from 111. to 451. 

The total value of a ton of foreign iron, when ma · 
nufactured in Great Britain, is, according to the 

Fiad of manufacture, from 211. to 561. 


Vis. a ton of iron, when manufactured into 


L. fo 
21 || Hoes, axes, &c, - 42 


Het fps + 
3 | 

Bolte - '- 24 || Tin plates 56 
Anchors. = 30 || Steel from 241. to 56 
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From 15 to 20,000 tons are annually manufac- 
tured for exportation; the average of which, 
eſtimated at 281. per ton, the medium of 111. and 
451. (the loweſt and higheſt increaſe per ton) pro- 
duces annually a profit to this country of 484,500l. 

Iron imported into Ireland pays 10s. per ton 
only; iron imported into England pays, as before 
mentioned, 56s, 4d. There is no drawback in 
either country upon foreign iron manufactured, 


but Ireland laid a duty upon manufactured iron 


exported to the colonies, which; added to the duty 
D 2 of 
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of ros. per ton paid upon raugh iron imported, 
equalized the charge which Britiſh manufactured 
iron was - computed to carry out with it. It is 
| true, the American : States are no lopger Britiſh 
 colenics, and therefore Ireland may, without 
breach of compact, ſend her iron manufactured 
there, free of duty; this is an additional reaſon 
for taking off the duties on, exportation. _ Coals, 
and the means of manufacturing, are however 
much in favour of England. _ -, 

We ſhould take off all duties on. naval flores, 
and iron is one principal article of naval ſtores. 
An advantage in return might be expected from 
Ruſſia, on ſuch articles as the can get as cheap, or 
cheaper, from other countries. As to woollene, 
at preſent, we have loſt tko cloathing of the Ru 
ſian army, (except the guards) by abuſes in the 

manufacture, eſpecially by overſtretching the cloth; 
the conſequence of which is, fhrinking extremely 
when worn. Our treaty of commerce with Ruſſia 
expires in 1786, May we hope before that time 
our miniſters will have leiſure, from political ſtrug- 
gles, to pay attention to this moſt intereſting buſi- 
neſs. Our intercourſe is, and muſt ever be, great 
with Ruſſia. She has not inhabitants for manu- 
factures; ſhe cannot interfere with us much, in 
the carrying · trade; her efforts as a maritime power 
have not, nor can ſucceed; her ports being ſhut 
ſix or ſeven months in the year by ice, ſhe cannot 
have many ſailors. The articles we have from 


her, 


Steel in Bars. Porcelain and\Earthen Wares, 2% 
—— . ů r 

her, are moſt neceſſary to us. The trade with her, 
is more in our, favour, than is at firſt imagined. 
All the articles from Ruſſia, except linens, come 
unmanufactured ; nearly all we fend in return, 
are manufactured, even her own iron. If the 
conduct of the American States ſhould induce us 
to adopt Ruſſia in their place, and give her pro- 
ducts the advantage we allowed to theirs, ſhe can 


be of infinitely more uſe to us, than they ever 


were. She will coſt us much leſs. She will pay 
e en the time. 


STEEL IN BARS. 
Steel is made in very few of the American 


States. None is made in New York, New Jerſey, - 


or Pennſylvania, and thoſe are the provinces where 
the greateſt iron works are. ' A great deal of Eng- 
liſh and German 'ſtgel is imported. Lately the 
ſteel denominated German ſteel, is brought to 
great perfection in Great Britain. It is made of 
Argon's iron; all of which is contracted for in 
Sweden by the ** 


W and Eartben Ware. 


Tube demand for this article has * great and 
will increaſe, except for the moſt groſs kind. The 
importation has been and muſt be from Great 
Britain, on account both of the quality and price, 

Attempts 
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Attempts 0 — this article were made 


at Philadelphia and Boſton, but failed,” The 


coarſer kinds of earthern ware have been made 
formerly in Georgia, and latterly in South Caro- 
lina ; but it is as eaſy to carry earthern ware from 
England, as from the Southern to the Northern 
States, and the high price of labour in Amerieg 
will give England the advantage. Flint, however, 
a very neceſſary article for the manufacture of 
earthern ware of the better kind, is not to be 
found. in any quantity in North America. Eaſt 
India china is ſometimes cheaper in Holland, than 
in England. America gets of the coarſe kinds 
from St. Croix ; but the conſumption of china in 
America is inconſiderable, in compariſon to that 
of Britiſh earthern ware; and ſince the i improve. 
ments of the lateer, it decreaſes daily. 


GLASS. 


The importation of looking glaſſes, drinking : 
glaſſes, and other glaſs furniture, though it roſe 
to a large amount, bore no proportion to the impor- 


tation and conſumption of window-glaſs.—Ex- 


cept the looking-glaſſes made in Holland, (the 
quantity of the larger kind which comes from 
France is trifling) there is no article of. glaſs in 
any part of Evrope but the Britiſh, which will 


anſwer in the American market.—There are glafs- 


works in Pennſylvania; bad glafs is made in New 
Jerſey 
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Jetſey for windows; but there is not any quan- 


tity of glaſs ware made in America as yet, except 
bottles, and even of theſe the quantity is trifling. 
Hitherto theſe manufactures have been carried on 
there by German workmen; a conſiderable glaſs 
manufacture at Boſton failed ſeveral years ago. 
The want of flint in America will be always a 
great diſadvantage in the manufacture of this ar- 
ticle; nor has there been any earth yet diſcovered 
in America, proper for making the pots uſed in 
the manufacture of glaſs, What has hitherto 
been uſed there, at leaſt in the Northern Pro- 
vinces, for that purpoſe, has been imported from 
Great Britain, The importation of - Engliſh wine 
glaſſes into France is very conſiderable. 7 


ETOCKINGS 


"ip are Cotes <a i the 
American States is of worſted, thread and cot- 

ton; that of filk will never bear any proportion; 
the worſted, thread, and cotton have been, and 
moſt probably will be imported, from Great 
Britain; Engliſh ſilk ſtockings are preferred, and 
by proper encouragement might almoſt wholly 
ſupply America, The beſt Engliſh ſilk ſtock- 
ings are now in great requeſt, even in France. 
A conſiderable quantity of coarſe worſted ſtock- 
- ings is made in America, and alſo of cotton and 


thread; however Mr. Otis, who was by no means 
diſpoſed 


\\ 


6% esse 

diſpoſed to under rate that country, aſſerted, that 
there was not wool. enough raiſed in aH America, 
. n SRI one pair of ſtockings, 


s u O E 8. 


N hei amine of men's 8 00 into Vir 
ginia, Maryland, the Carolinas, and 

was never to any great amount; but of women's 
it was and muſt eontinue to be conſiderable, and 
will be made from Great Britain principally, * 
until ſome other nation in Europe ſhall learn the 
art of manufacturing and working leather as well; 
at preſent, the moſt- advanced of them, are far 
behind the Americans themſelves in that branch. 
Soles are better in England, becauſe better tanned, 
and a conſiderable quantity were imported from 
hence, Beef is killed too young in America to 
admit of the hides making good ſole leather. 
America has not ſtock to afford ts tan the leather 
as in England, where it lies much longer in the tan- 
pit; and the American tanners to haſten the proceſs 
uſe too much lime. Upper leather for ſhoes are 
nearly as good in America as in England. In 
1769, 11, 303 lbs. of leather, price at the port 


A conſiderable quantity of women's ſhoes are made 
in Maſſachuſets, particularly at Lynn, ſome for expor- 
tation to. the Britiſh and foreign Weſt Indies; but the 
ſtuff, ſuch as callimanco, &c. the binding and lining, 
come from Britain, 
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av or. Button bats, oo): 


of exportation gd. per lb. were exported from the 
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dow Han, n 


2 fr r o N 


wi hee "Britain: opplies: great part of 
Europe with this article, it cannot be queſtioned 
mol hence the Americans will import it, and 
this will be one of the laſt manufactures which 
it will de worth er e . to 
egy" 1.4 rot nd 
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"The Kerio Wh be able to Minus 
beaver bat for therlefves, which they prefer to 
foreign ones. Theſe are "Welty of 4 very fe 
d., but Tibia the cloſeneſt of the texture, and 
ps the inexperience | of the workwen, they 
{dom retait! the dye ſo well as hars made fn 
gland; der re they pleaſint to wear, being 
rather heavy” ahd ſtiff. The Americans make 
very few felt. fits, "hor Cab they dye them 4 good 
black; "the High price of wool Ind of labour in 
the Ametican' States, muſt induce them to import 
che felt auck common hats. © Whirehaven, and its 
neigbbourhobd, can bring this 'article to miltket 
at a price for which America for centuries will not 
be able to manufacture it, and as wool is cheaper 
in Great Britain than on the continent, the 
Britiſh manufacturers muſt be able to afford this 
A 7 - = TY 5 article 


a2 Cotton or Maidbefter MalufaF ures. . 
article cheaper ʒ goats hat and. rabbitꝭ fur uſeth 
in che umũfacture of e e 


tries, are dearer than wool. 
ere 


| Cotton or Manchofer Manuſourex oa Rl. | 
1029 1 (19.15% ant din 2q0md 

5 Theſe colle&ively form à very capital branoky 
of importation in the American States, and, er- 
cept at Rouen i. France, there 'ig:noconfidbrable 
manufactory of them in any other part of Ryrvpes 
The manufactures at Rouen, though inferior to 
ours, are good, have deen hitherto near 


29, per cent. dearer than thoſe of Mancheſter, 


Netherlands, in Holland, in G 
| parts of Euro 5 pe, ad mut do the fame Jn; A 


rica, T «Ay Ich, is cheaper in France, 3 
cotton to be had at. "the ſame { price, Kc 


the ſyperior {kill | and ſtock of England 4 gives. 
great. advantage, Io the.year, 378, when we 
ſhould. ſuppoſe our, grade was much, affefted_by 
che war, ſome of che principal e, of Many 
cheſter were of opinion, that 10,990, hands more 
might have been employed in the. m 


Wh e it ee byes bound. 
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5 | Mancheſter nds arc carried. from England int 
France ame rr 
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Fine linen rapes, incles and fine thread are beft 
from Hotland or Flanders; but the common Bri- 
um tapes ute cheapeſt, and alſo all Kinds of 


worfted" bindings,” garters, ' coarſe threads and 
ſewing filtks. Our ribbands are made of T urkey, 
Bengal, ant China fills, and ſome Italian.“ Ehg- 
land ſends great quantity of them even to France, 
and Where bexuty and good quality are recom- 
tieridutions, Engliſh ribbands have the” preference 
f over Edrope. It was remarked in the former 
Atiohs" "of this pampblet. that the common Hb. 
ds of France had the advantage, but it ap- 
that the plenty and 'cheapiieſs' of 
Ils bow bfought by our Indis Company from 
| Bengd, "able rhe Flight itiamifuuiter to vie 
even in the ordinity article of black 
"The indi Company puts up at each 
7 i th (they have two in 'a year) about 
* th _ and Beng Litks, each bak 
ON Fete 380 Pebgt. Toe | 
4 e icreaſes" very NY, zante] und 
1 . ** gata Comp. 
fd 1s to India t 
fiRtu8 che fel br 7 "of reeling their 
Mk. Evert po ſe ehcoutagement ſhould "be 


Lig boon bat zt! ieee 5915! 6 emu Nolte” 
ne Theta nul aul be bissl dl 
factured at Coventry, is about 5oþy6664} 101 Is 
mL. E Ws given 
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28 Haberdaſtery and Millinery, 
given to the Company to induce them to continue 
this large import of aw material, us les 
to the extenſion of our valuable ſilk manufactures, 
and other manufactures mixed with filk, making 
London the mart for raw ſilks, and preventing 
the large annual balance paid to the Italians folely - 
for this article. Italian ſilk in general comes. or- 
gazined, fit for che manufacturer. All filk from 
China and Bengal comes unthrown, which gives 
a great advantage to our filk mills. China filk 
is of à ſuperior quality to Bengal, and is yery 
much uſed in gauzes, France is ſaid -to grow 
about one third of the filk ſhe conſumes, and 
does not export any in @ raw ſtate. Spain is 
to grow as much as the. conſumes, and of an ex- 
cellent quality, ,: France may be a competitor ' 
with us in black modes and ſattins, but at pre- 
ſent we have. a ſuperior art in finiſhing them, ag 
well as fine ribbands, which. the French have | 
not / hitherto been able 49, acquire... In Perfians 
und ſarſenets we have the hag Vierne ; 
and, heſt from, Britain. As America 
| ons, from Eggſand, millenery goods 
from hence in large quantities, 2 Of 
= always done. Muflins, allo, l come moſt 
reaſonable from Britain. Mancheſter. begins to 
vie with the Ent, Indies i in that article, and ma- 
nufactures a large quantity, Pins and needles, and 
all. ſmall, wares will come 9 from. _—_ 
GEM any cauntry. (722529 5 571940 
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The demand for tin in ſheets, to be wroughe 
in America into kitchen furniture and other ar- 
ticles, and of lead in pigs and ſheets, for different 
purpoſes, - uſed to be of confiderable amount, and 
will be of ſtill greater in future. Theſe articles 
can be had from Great Britain only, to any ad- 
vantage; and though copper may poſſibly de 
brought in the rough, cheaper from Sweden than 
from England, or from the copper mines of the 
country, yet the dearneſs of labour in the Ame- 
rican' States will lead the importer to purchaſe 
the article of copper, wanted in America, ready 
made in Europe, and conſequently, the manu- 
faturers in Great Britain, in that article, muſt 
have, the preference; and the American States 
have { few articles to ſend to Sweden, or indeed 
to any part of the North, that all the articles 
from. the Baltic may be imported through Great 
Britain, to greater advantage than directly from 
thoſe countries, if a drawback ſhould be allowed 
on ſuch articles on exportation, as are not now 
entitled thereto, A lead mine was opened by 
Colonel Chifwell in the frontier county of Vir- 
ginia, viz. Auguſta, but not anſwering. expecta · 
enlarge atm car: Jun nl ee 
ig bock I tele nem New zun beni 


30 Painters Colours. CH id, Ship Chandlery. - 
| 2 worked in other parts of America, none 
of which. ever ſucceeded d , extent. Ity 
10 Gidz«zbgt! there are lead mines on the Ohio 
and Miſſiffippi, but the heavy expence Hic N 
neceſſarily attend the bringing the ore or refined 
metal to market, will ere OO worked 
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" The dwelling ' houſes, and. other W : 1 | 
the American, States, Ss thoſe in the 
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ef cordageyibue im ports from Britain at leaſtions 
hajf/ The corddge made in the Saumbern pro- 
vincei ls not well manufactured, it ſtretches pro- 
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Jewellkry, lat Ge. 31 
digiouſſy. Ruſſia makes a great deal for expor- 
den, and iy become « competitor. with un ik 
4 article, if we do not take off all the duties 
7 fo to enable us to furniſh America 
We impott yearly from 15 to 25,009 
ws differtht Torts of hemp frem P 
K lips. $. The Americans will prefer t 
 cotdage, nd" the propet Mfortttiens Gf 
90 3 Sandlety, cannot be had elſewhere. The 
ch Cordäge mdde-for exportation is by no 
means good, being made of inferior a and 
which. i 8 for their own 
Og Tg TRA a bounty 
age; it migbt n to reyive 


that bounty. for. a few. years, nl he Arai 
ener. as 
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e of "the Wee a 2 Mens. 

""Jaftirks, Buckles, Narbe chan, "Ot. 5 ö ni 
at bad. J 3010-22 Vo 01382801 Yo 53215 1 
bee ardeles "Wil be Tinported fo 


Britain. In France, they are Ke oo on coft] 


old caples, 


uſe is very 


of thoſe articles ax ſo far ſycceeded, in uniting 
the ſolid and uſeful with the ſhowy and elegant, 
1 to have the . even in France. 
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Tbeſe nicks muſt 100 imported "UK, 8 
Britain, 28 well as all ſuch of the articles ſor 
houſe furniture, which are not manufactured i in 
che American States. The materials at aſt 
will be imported. Upholſtery, i in many articles, 
is too bulky; but all that goes from r «ll 

be taken from England. | IP 


MEDICINES and Daves” 


win be imported from Great Winde in 0 
ference to any other country, on account of the 
knowledge which the apothecaries,” phyficiatis, 

and ſurgeons in the American States, (who were 
| moſtly natives of Britain or educated there,) has 
of the method of procuring and preparing them 
in Great Britain, and from the ſimilarity of the 
practice of medicine and ſurgery in the two coun- 
tries. The, conſumption of quack medicines be- 
fore the war was very great in the Southern 
Colonies, and formed no ee article of 
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.TNDIAN, TRADE... 
Goods in general, for the Indian trade, can be 
had CAR; in Great Britain, and are principally 
W Ik Tr coarſe 
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coarſe woollens, cutlery, guns, gunpowder, beads, 
paints, gartering, ribbands, gorgets, bracelets, 
and other flight ornaments in filver, and different 
metals, The French formerly had this trade, but 
ſince the loſs of Canada they have entirely diſuſed 
it, and there would be ſome difficulty in reviving 
the ſeveral manufactures. A conſiderable part of 
this trade will go through Weſt Florida for the 
Chactaw and Upper Creek Indians. 


BS OO KS. 


This is a conſiderable article of exportation to 
America from Britain, and muſt continue fo as 
long as the price of labour is high there, and the 
language continues the. fame. All ſchool and 
common books can be ſent cheaper from Britain 
than they can be printed in America, or ſent from 
Ireland. New books, for the copy of which a 
high price is given to the author, may be printed 
to advantage in America, or may be had cheaper 
from Ireland. Before the war, Bibles at 20s. per 
dozen were ſent in immenſe quantities to Boſton, 
and formed a conſiderable article of commerce. 
If the Dutch. ſhould attempt a competition with 
us in printing Engliſh books, the duty upon paper 

ſhould be drawn back on books exported. 
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| petiti on. » 
LINENS. 


This is an article of much importance to the 
manufacturing and commercial intereſt of Britain 
and Ireland, and highly deſerves ſerious atten- 
tion, as it is likely our future export to America 
of this extenſive branch of manufacture will great- 
ly depend on the wiſdom of the regulations: that 
may be now eſtabliſhed, 

Britiſh linens are imported into America of all 
prices, from 4s. a yard to the loweſt; but the 
white linens, which are chiefly uſed- for general 
purpoſes, ſuch as ſhirting, ſheeting, &c. ate 
from 28. gd. to 10d, per yard in Great Britain 
or Ireland, Linens under that price are either 
brown or whited brown, particularly Oſnaburghs, 
of which immenſe quantities are uſed for Negroe 
ſhirts, trowſers, bagging, and all other purpoſes 
to which coarſe linens are generally applied in a 
family way. Formerly the planters ufed almoſt 
intirely the German Oſnaburghs for their ſlaves, 
until the bounty of 14d. a yard was given on 
all Britiſh and Iriſh linens exported to the colo- 
nies of the value of 6d. and not exceeding 18. 6d. 

This bounty gave ſo great encouragement to 
the manufactures of courſe linens in various parts 


of Britain and Ireland, particularly Scotland, 
that 
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that the merchants found they could export the 
Britiſh Oſnaburghs to full as much advantage as 
the foreign; and the former being more pliable 
and much pleaſanter“ in the wear, it gained ſo 
great a perference, that for ſome-years before the 
war, the conſumption of German Oſnaburghs 
was become inconſiderable, compared with the 
former demand. Perhaps another reaſon may be 
given for the preference ſhewn to the Britiſh, 
The Germans generally whiten their Oſnaburghs 
a little, and in this operation they uſe lime, 
which generally tends to injure the linen. The 
Americans, it is probable, will always give the 
preference to ſuch of our linens as are uſed in body 
wear, not only from the effect of habit, having 
been long accuſtomed to them, but alſo on ac- 
count of their being better bleached and more 
neatly prepared for ſale. Beſides, the fine linens 
of the Low Countries are very apt to cut in the 
wearing, owing to the thread being twiſted too 
hard, The drawback, lately allowed on the ma- 
terials uſed in bleaching, will aid in a conſider- 
able degree both the linen and cotton manufac- 
tures, and particularly threads of all forts, 


The maſters would not perhaps pay much atten- 
tion to the circumſtance of the one kind of Oſna- 
burghs being pleaſanter than another in clothing their 
laves, but it muſt be obſerved, that near two thirds of all 
the coarſe linen worn by the negroes were purchaſed by 
themſelves, with the money obtained by their own in- 


duſtry at their leiſure hours, at leaſt in ſome of the * 
| t 
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But notwithſtanding the large confumprion of 


Britiſh'and Iriſh linens, there were alſo great quan- 
tities of foreign linens uſed in America, in par̃- 
ticular kinds of which, it is to be apprehended; 
that, from various cauſes, ſuch as the low price 
of labour abroad; the raw material being the 
growth of the country, &c. our manufactures 
cannot pretend to competition, America cannot 
be ſupplied with Ruſſia and German linen, as 
cheap through England as through Holland, on 
account of duties and other expences here. The 
Ruſſia competition will only be in ſheeting and 
drilling, which, before the war, always formed a 
part of every well afforted cargo to America. 
Of | ſheeting, 15,000 pieces were imported in 
1782, into England from Ruſſia. If then we 
ſhould not be able to command the more ſub- 
ſtantial advantages of being the manufacturers 
ourſelves, our next object certainly ought to be, 
that of endeavouring to ſecure the ſupply of the 
American market with theſe articles, whereby out 
own merchants will draw the commercial profits 
ariſing from being the importers and exporters ; 
we ſhould then partake of the carriage, and Ame- 
rican ſhipping would have leſs occafion for going 
to other countries, But this deſirable object can 
only be attained by out removing every expence 
and duty as much as poſſible, The Britiſh mer- 
chant ſhould be permitted to import and ſtore, 
in * public warchouſes, for exportation, fuch 
linens 
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linens as we cannot ſupply, without making a 


depoſit of any part of the duties. The bounty 
granted on Britiſh and Iriſh linens ought to be con- 
tinued, at leaſt for ſome time. By withdrawing 
them, we might hazard. the loſs of this extenfive 
branch of our manufactures, we might deprive a 
very numerous claſs of our induſtrious people of 


the immediate means of ſupporting themſelves and 


theirfamilies. The linen manufactures of France 
are not equal to her own conſumption, which calls 
for large quantities of linens from the Auſtrian 
Netherlands, and Germany, 


SAIL-CLOTH 


Of every kind is imported by the American 
States. Ruſſia had the advantage in Ruſſia-duck 
and Raven-duck, but, when charged with the 
duty on importation here, they were as dear as 
Britiſh fail-cloth. Lately, the exportation from 
hence of Ruſſia fail-cloth for America has almoſt 
ceaſed, Ruſſia-duck in England is about 6s. per 
piece (of 36 yards) dearer than in Holland, ari- 
fing from duties and other expences, which, as 
far as it will not interfere with our own linen 
manufactures, ſhould be lowered. 

In the Spring of the preſent year, 1783, Ruſſia- 
duck was fo ſcarce in England, that near 3l. was 
given for a piece that formerly ſold from 358. to 
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38 SAIL-CLOTH. 
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408. This occaſioned a great demand for Britiſti 
ſail · cloth, which has a bounty of ad. per ell on 
exportation. A duty of al. 18. 83d. is payable 
on importation of 120 ells, or 150 yards of 
Ruſſia· duck or ſail- cloth, no part of which is 
drawn back upon exportation, either to any 
Britiſh colony, or to any other parts whatever, | 


It is confiderably wider than Engliſh. 4 


The number of pieces of fail-cloth exported 
from n for ſive years, was as follows : 


1774 1775, 1776, 1777 1778. 
Pieces in Eng. ſhips 11580 67% 2659 1505 4or 
Do. in foreign ſhips 25187 28397 38660 44156 37663 


Tot. numb, en 36767 35154 41319 45661 $8054 


The law that obliged all Britiſh-built ſhips 
to have the firſt ſet of ſails of Britiſh canvaſs 
under the penalty of gol. being now at an end, 
with regard to the ſhips of the American States, 
there will be competition for this article. Of late 
years conſiderable improvements have been made 
in the various ſpecies of ſail- cloth in Scotland, 
and the price is conſiderably reduced, in conſe- 
quence of the facility with which hemp can be 


brought from the Baltic, and the low price of 
labour in the north of Scotland. It will be the. 


intereſt of the Americans to take Britiſh ſail- cloth 
while the preſent bounty is continued, It is faid, 
the 


Paper and Stationary,- Laces. Up 


the Britiſh ſail-cloth is more apt to mildew ; but 
that may be prevented, in a great meaſure, by 
pickling when new; it is alſo ſaid, that the Ruſſia 
fail-cloth is more pliable. France makes fail- 
cloth, but ir is much dearer and inferior, Some 
has been made at Philadelphia, but the quantity 
muſt be Aer 


PAPER and STATIONARY. 


Writing-paper is cheaper in France and in 
Flanders, than in Great Britain or Holland; but 
there is very little to be met with in either of 
the former countries of a good quality. In Italy 
the very coarſe kinds of paper are ſtill much 
cheaper. Holland may underſell England, but 
the colour of the paper made in Holland, al- 
though tolerably good, yet is not equal, nor is 
the manufacture ſo perfect as in England. To 
that of the latter, there is a ſtrong preſumption, 
a perference will be given by America from the 
force of habit and long cuſtom, and that a con- 
ſiderable quantity of paper and ſtationary will 
continue to be ſent from England. Coarſe paper 
for newſpapers, &c. is made in America, but in 
no proportion to the demand, 


M 


The importation of the better forts of Flan- 
ders or Bruſſels lace, as it is called, cannot, for a 
I long 


long time 'to come, amount to any thing conic. 
derable. The moſt ordinary and low- priced 
thread lace, and the black filk lace for trim- 
mings, are more immediately in demand in the 
American States. The thread laces are. beſt in 
Flanders and Britain. Although black ſilk laces 
may be had on good terms at Barcelona and Mar- | 
ſcilles, conſiderable quantities of the Britiſh ma- 
nufacture have been imported into America, and 
it will and muſt ſtill continue to form a your of 


general cargoes. 


Printed Callicoes, and other printed Goods, | 


Next to woollens, linens and cutlery, this is 
one of the moſt conſiderable articles imported into 
the American States, and as there are now large 
manufactories eſtabliſhed in the Netherlands, in 
France, in Switzerland, and in many other parts 
of Europe; the price at which thoſe goods can 
be afforded in the ſeveral countries, and the credit 
that may be obtained for them, will determine 
the Americans in their purchaſes. Britain and 
Ireland, it is thought, will have the advantage in 
this branch, eſpecially in callicoes for beds and 
furniture in fine patterns, diſtinguiſhed by their 
beauty and neatyeſs. The coarſer ſorts manu- 
factured in Switzerland, and ſent down the Rhine 
at an eaſy charge, as well as thoſe made in the 


ſouth of France and in Catalonia, from whence 
| Spaniſh 


3 AK 4t 
Spaniſh America is chiefly ſupplied, may pro- 


bably be as cheap, but will not be ſo well liked 
in North America as Britiſh manufacture; The 
French have much improved their prints lately; 
but their paterns do not come up ta the Engliſh; 
France, during the war, had great) part of her 
white cottons for printing from England, but bet 
intercourſe with the Eaſt Indies, now opened, 
may enable her to ſupply herſelf. - The very 
great number of the laborious poor which is 
ſupported by means of the introduction, im- 
provement, and extent of the flax and cotton 
branches, renders, them great objects of national 
concern, and highly deſerving the attention of 
the. legiſlature, that by proper encouragement 
they may be preſerved to n 
Ireland, | 
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an ad drrtets ads kind 

into the American States never was at any time 
equal in value to one fifth of the callicoes and 
printed linens, nor is it probable that it will ex- 
ceed in future that proportion. A ſmall propor- 
tion only. of the inhabitants of the American 
States can afford to wear coſtly ſilks. The men 
wear little, ſome for veſts, breeches and ſtock- 
ings, and the women univerſally prefer a chintz, 
muſlin or callicoe, to a common ſilk. Slight-fillkes' 
are, however, likely to 3 a more general 
wear 


ar » * 


wear in America; neither France nor any other 
country will ever engroſs the whole, or even the 
ptiacipal part of that branch of commerce with 
the American States, but it will be divided be- 
' tween England, France, and Spain; the former 
muſt have a preference from her ſyperior fabric; 
France will find a ſhare from her fancy and in- 
vention, and Spain may come in for ſome ſhare 
in return for the fiſh and rice ſhe receives from 
the American States. Black cravats, filk lace, 
and filk handkerchiefs of alt kinds, amount to 
nearly as much as any one artiele of filk conſumed 
in America, Great quantities of theſe handker- 
Chiefs, and cravats made at Mancheſter and 
Spital · felds, and cheap, are fent thither, fo are 
the filk handkerchiefs of Ireland which are in re- 
pute all over Europe. There is a bounty of 38. 
per pound weight on the exportation of menufac- 
tured filks from Britain and Ireland, and if that 
was encreaſed fo avs to be made equal to the 
additional duty of late years laid on the importa- 
dan of organzined filks. of Italy, it might greatly 
contribute to the ſecuring to Great Britain the 
principal part of the trade to America for that 
valuable branch of manufacture. Light ſhowy 
filks of every kind, may go from France, but the 
more ſubſtantial and durable from England. A 
can{iderable quantity of rhe better fore of fk 
| Reckings is carried to France from this country 5 
therefore what America wants will probably go 
from hence, All mixtures of filk and cptton, 
and 


_ *  Galb from Euros, 41 
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cheſter and Norwich, © Poſſibly Mk may heredfter 
be raiſed in America; it is ſuid, it ſucvecded with 
the French in the Minois, but it muſt be along 
time before it can come up to the firm quality of 
the Italian and China, or rival the cheapneſs of the 
Bengal ilk imported in very large quantities by u 
Englith Eaſt· India Company, (for a more particuls 
account of which, fee the article Haberdaſheryy 
and it muſt be ſtiff at a more diſtant period thiar 
America can, by any means, come up to the per. 
ſection to which the Eutopean munufaſtures of 
to raiſe raw Ik in America, and the chimate an 
foit to the ſouthwatd' of Maryland is favourable 
for the cultivation of the mulberry tree. In Sourk 
Carolina and Georgia, ſome of the deſcendants of 
the French refugees, encouraged by the high boun- 
ty, | undertook the raifing of filk, but a ſhort trial 
ſituñied them that they could apply their labout 
to more advantage in raifing rice, indigo, Ge. 
The greateſt' quantity raiſed in any one yen; 
amounted only to 341 lbs, The raiſing e 
this article will beſt ſucceed in countries which 
abound with inhabitants, where labour is cheapy 
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— dom or never anſiver” 


d en qutiny cur, except for the fiſheries, 
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4 Tia and India Goods, 

but is profitable 28 ballaſt, American articles 
are bulky, thoſe taken in return from Europe 
are not ſo. Salt will be taken indiſcriminately 
from France, Great Britain, and wherever ſhipa 
want a ballaſt on their return to America, and 
the ſalt is to be had. Engliſh ſalt is cheaper than 
French. Much goes from Liſbon and St. Ubes, 
and is beſt for beef. The Americans uſed 10 load 
annually abour fourteen or ſixteen veſſels with pond 
ſalt at Sal Tortuga. Before the war, large quan- 
tities of ſalt went from Liverpool to America, and 
formed a conſiderable article of commerce, parti · 
cularly to the Southern Provinces, where it went 


generally in bags of four buſhels for family vſe, by 


which 0 conſiderable ne OP alſo was 
uſed. ö 6 213 de 


ve and Et ne c. 


5 be Dutch uſcd'to purchaſe in Chins a kind of 
black tea (of a quality inferior tu any we import), 
which was purchaſed by. the lower claſs of people 
in the Northern States, on account of its being 
cheaper than that which came through England. 
A number of merchants in Boſton, New Vork, 
and Philadelphia, were concerned in a clandeſtine 
trade, either directly from | Holland, or by the 
way of St. Euſtatia. Theſe merchants imported 
1 0d, K. . capyas and certain kinds of 

an linens, which, through the 
8 ſtate of the exeeutiye powers of the 
Britiſh goyernment in America, and aided by 


che unjopulatey reren nde wg: they found 


little difficulty or riſk in introducing through the 


various harbours, creeks and Infets, with which 


the northern coaſt of that continent abounds; 


The Middle and Southern States uſe in com tom 


« finer kind of tea; and as out India Company 


van afford to ſell this tea on full as good; if not 


better, terms than the Dutch or any nation iu 
Europe, dere iu 0 danger of lofing de Ans, 
Mam markets. | 

The Dutch#allow no dramback. on their teas, 
on the contrary they are chargeable on exports- 
tion with one ftiver per pound, and alſo one per 
cent. on their value. In England, a drawback 
of cuſtoms, at the rate of 241. 10d, per cent. 
is allowed on all teas exported either to Ireland 
or America, which, on an average price of 3. 
is within a ſmall fraction of 91 d. per lb. When 
America was declared independent, ſhe of courſe 
became a foreign ſtate, and conſequently not 
entitled to any drawback on teas ; but govern- 
ment wiſely guarded againſt the miſchief which 
Would have happened to the Eaft-India Company, 
by ifluing' an order of council / permitting the 
drawback to be continued the ſame as before the 
war. This prudent menſure will generally enable 
WY be wn and . to command 


„ 


3 purchaſe 
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3 of Faſt-India muſlins, chintwes, 
and. ether piece; goaids,. has always, been very con- 
fiderable, in America. The peculiar advantages 
of our ſjtustion in India, will enable us, if our 
affairs there ar6 prudegtix condutted, to under- 
| fell any otber country. in theſe articles. Pepper 
bs the greateſt object in the ſpice trade, and this 
| can be had on the beſt terms from us, but the 

other ſpices. we cannot. at preſent expect to furpiſh 
to as great. adyantage, as. Holland; however, the 
value of theſe articles, conſumed in America, is not 
great. The average quantity of cinnamon, annually 
imported there before the war, amounted to about 
$120lb; of cloyes. 7oolby of nutmegs 31 300b4 
of mace. g20lb. China earthern ware ig brought 
to Europe merely as ballaſt to raiſe the teas above 
the danger of being wet, and whilſt we continue 
to be the greateſt importers of the latter, we ſhall 
always be able ta ſend the former to America on 
the beſt terms. . The ayerage export of Eaſt · India 
goods to America. for four years from 1767 ta 
1770, ue mann of: 211,581“ 158, 6d, 


KC The Dutch ee in mat reſpelis cheaper than 
usz but ſo ſlow, that in the. end there is no great differs | 
ence. Tea (Bohea) was ſold in Holland, during the 
Dutch war, frpm 24 to 36 ay when in England | 
it was at 28, bas > 8 ö 
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” SALT-PEFRE and" GUNPOWD 2. 7 5 


In be imported cheaper than it can be made 
in Aweries: from whence, cheapeſt, remains, io 
be decided... Eaſt-lndia falt-petre. is; by fer the | 
beſt. The attempts to make it in America failed, | 
the gunpowder was extremely weak and unfit for | 
war—The Americans to decei 3 pda 
quently filled powder barrels black ſand 
and carried them with: their artillery. The ma- 
nufacture of fſalt-perre was continued for ſome 
time, ſolely at the requeſt of be Congreſs, merely 
with a view af making the people believe they 
could be. ſupplied with gunpowder independent 
of any aſſiſtance from Europe; but as foon. as 
we began ta relax in blockading the coaſt of Ame - 
rica, through the interruption we met with from 
France, and the demand for. our, cruizers on other 
ſervices, the ſalr-petre works were chicfly dropped. 
There was no manyfadture of ganpowder in Ame- . 
rica before the rebellion, and both ſalt- petre and 
gunpowder were conſiderable articles of Exporta- 
tion to that country. Salt-petre is uſed in every 
family for curing mest, but the American falt- 
petre was found to contsin l cortolive quality 


extremely prejudicial, 
z r. rh 


c 
that of cambric, and it is a queſtion, whether 


* . 
coarſe kinds ef ir eam De boch err better terthe in 
Flanders, France, or Btitain. Large quamities 
are made at St. Quintin, and in that patt of the 
Eohtinent; and alſo in Scotland; but the finer 
kinds ate run into England from France and 
Flinders. In America" fine long lawns were ſub- 
ſirtited where cambricks could nor be bad. 


* 3 39? 
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er quantities 40 made in Scotland, ; Ireland, 

and England, but there will be a competition 
with Flanders. The improvements lately made 
in the manufacture of threads of all kinds, parti- 
evlarly in Scotland, muſt probably ſecure to 
Greit' Britain the greateſt part of the demand 
for this article, During the war, confiderable 
quantities went from Britain, to Holland and 
ane to be-Nodthabce tipped 40 Arges. | 


HEMP, 


© Although | af article of exportation from Artie 
rica, the does not raiſe a fiftieth part of her con- 
ſumption. She formerly got it through England 
and Holland, from the Baltic; but Americk bas 
little to fend to the Baltic, and a cargo for Ame- 
rica could not eaſily be made up there. The ſoil 
of the ſettled colonies was not in general rich 
enough for hemp ; it failed at leaſt from different 
circumſtances ; froſts came on too ſoon in ſorne 
* 46128; 7 | $3222 CH Parts, 


men a. ee 

— — 
parts, The buster given on” — 
of hemp, ſrom America to Britain, had not pro- 


duced; any Sat effect. Previous, to che revolt, 
226 tons 2 cwt. 2 qrs. gib. were exported to./ 
Britain ,igOpE.! er at 30. per ton, amounting + 
to 67 l. wp. Sd. ſterling. _ „ | 
Governor, of,/Soyth Celina, — 1p 1765, 
ſays, the bn - g has. 8 
105,000 ate af bexp. which, ngt being? ea 

belt, in conſumed here,” pr ſent, to, Philadelphia 
and, Baſton; but be hopes the nexy ſummer will 
produce ſome that will receive the parliamentary 
bounty. This ſhews the American bemp was 
of an inferior kind, and explains the reaſon hy 
the Eurppcan cordage - was preferred. + America 
may, in due time, grow. ſuſſcient for her own. 
conſumption. Between, the Qhig,a0d the Mifiſ. 
ſippi, it is ſaid, there ate many thouſand acres of 
native; hemp; but: not ſo/ good 2s that planted 
and. cultivaced;.,, Labour, however, is ſo much 
cheaper in Ruſſa, that, hemp / may be ſent to 
America cheaper than it OR a dreſſed 


there, and cordage alſo, ./ „ N to 21 „ * 7 
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1 wines "confunied in Arneries/are Madeirs 
1 an inferior ſort, called OS My 


it's 
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or rather Teneriffe wine, under the name of 
Madeira,) Liſbon, Fyal, and ſome Sherry ; theſe 
have hicherto compoſed nineteen twentieths of 
the whole ever confumed in the American States. 
The quantity of port and claret has been com- 
paratively inconſiderable. The Americans will 
now import wines directly from. the countries 
which produce them, and will perhaps uſe more 
French wines than they did. They could not 
heretofore get them cheap through Britain, 
becauſe they left à great part of the duties un- 
drawn back, and wines will be run cheaper 
through the American States, both to the Weſt 
Indies and Canada, &c. unleſs all the duties are 
drawn back on re exportation from hence. Wine 
from Madeira, Fyal, &c. is ſubject to a duty of 71. 
per ton, which on Madeira wine, amounts to 10 
per cent. but owing to the cheapneſs of Fyal wine, 
the ſame duty amounts to 50 per cent. which ſhould 
now be altered or taken off, otherwiſe our remain- 
ing colonies will be on a worſe footing than the 
American States, and would be ſupplied through 
them, who of courſe would be the carriers of 
that article.“ 


BRANDIES. 


* Attompts to make wine in America have hitherto 
failed. Some have imputed it partly to the luxuriancy 
of the vegetation, and partly- to the ſudden ſhowers. to 
which the Southern and Middle Colonies are ſubject, 
and a hot ſun which is apt ed after to beam 
out 


4 


( $t-) 
BRAN DIES. a 

There has never been any great conſumption of 
brandy in the American States, nor will there be, 
ſo long as good Weſt-India rum can be had 
from 18. 3d. to 28. per gallon, which was the caſe, 
and the people preferred it; but the importation of 
brandy will be from France and Spain. The Nor- 
thern Colonies will hardly encourage it, as it would 
interfere with their diſtilleries of molaſſes received 
in return for their ſupplies to the French iſlands. . 


Spaniſh brandies are not ſo good in quality, but 
H 2 are 


out at the ſeaſon when the grapes are beginning to ripen, 
whereby they generally burſt and ſoon decay on the 
vine. But others ſay the trials have not been fair; 
that there has been no attempts to plant vineyards, and 
to make wines, except by private gentlemen for their 
own conſumption ; and that it is not owing either to the 
rains or heats, that wines are not made for ſale in Ame- 
rica, becauſe neither rain nor heat are more prevalent in 
many of the provinces, than they are in the wine coun- 
tries; and the reaſon why the people have not attempted 
to make vineyards is, becauſe the ground with eaſy cul- 
tivation produces an immediate profit, and it takes fix 
or ſeven years to bring a vineyard- to yield any conſi- 
derable profit. The gtapes of the moſt parts of Europe 
grow with very eaſy management, in the middle cola- 
nies; very good wines have been made near Philadel- 
phia of the native grape, Perhaps to ingraft the Euro- 
pean 


French; and for this reaſon very large quanti- 
ties have been known to go ſome years to France, 
after, a ſucceſſion of ſhort vintages, even to the 
extent of 10, 15, and 20,000 pipes, including 
What was ſent to Dunkirk and ' other" parts of 
Flanders, for the uſe of Engliſh ſmugglers : but 
when the vinthge i is plentiful i in France, the quan- 
tity wanted from Spain is ſmall, and ſome years 
ſcarce,any. There is not more brandy made in 
Portugal than is neceſſary for the conſumption of 
the country, and to mix with her wines. Some 
brandies are made in America, from peaches, 
but it is fcafce; ſome, not good, is malle from 
apples and malt: but ehen New. England rum is 
preferred to American brandies. , 
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This article is in leſs demand than brandy, and 
will be imported from Holland: it may ſoon be 
made in America, being diſtilled from rye. Re- 
duced lands, that no longer will bear wheat or 
Indian corn, will bear that grain. Gin of con- 
ſiderable eſtimation is made at Maidſtone in Kent, 
but as yet not in ſufficient WAA for exportation. 


pean on the native grape might anſwer, But if king 
„a little wine by private gentlemen, i is the only proof 
chat America will be a wine we ee W 
Ns | | "Sweet 


* j . 
U $3 7 * 
* « ” * Fi 9 
130 


2 A 
» <4. 1 CK In i tet 7 


2 Raifins, Figs, Olea and other Fruits, 


"eration, which is not of a capital 
amoubt,” will; for the moſt patt, be made from 
Italy, (4K and Portugal, from whence they 
were chiefly ſmuggled before the war. 


CAMBRICS. 


- The conſumption of this article in the Ameri- - 
can States, is not to a conſiderable amount: it 
n when it can be 

got cheaper thin heretofore, and it may be had 
en ce bet eme from France and fade. 


4 * 


The imports having been ths enumerated and 
confidered, it is of great importance to attend to the 
exports from Amerita'to Europe, by which the Ame- 


ridahs"are Yo pay for the goods Wr my confiſt 
of the following : 


| The produce of the Whale and Cod Fiſheries, vis. 
Whale-Oil, Bone, Fins, and Rs HIT 


' Whale-ol, bone and fins, being enumerated 
articles, could only be ſent. from the Ame- 
'rican colonies to Great Britain, or ſome other 
part of the Britiſh dominions. If permitted to 
be received from the American States on the 


54 Whale and God Fiſheries. 
ſame terms as formerly, we ſhall encourage & 
foreign manufacture to the prejudice of one of 
our own moſt eſſential branches of trade. This 
fiſhery can be carried on to more advantage from 
Nova Scotia, St. John's, Canada, and Newfound- 
land, than from any other place, particularly to 
Hudſon's Bay, and Davis's Straights, where. the 
Americans, before the war broke out, caught a 
great number of fiſh, which yielded oil and bone. 
Within the gulph of St. Lawrence, the ſea cow and 
porpoiſe fiſheries have produced a very confider- 
able quantity of oil for ſome years paſt. The 
whale fiſhery on the American coaſt was ſo much 
exhauſted before the rebellion, that the New- 
Englanders went to the coafts of Africa and 
Brazil, the Faulkland iſlands, the Weſtern Iflands, 
and the coaſt of Ireland; the oil and blubber were 
carried to America; the latter was manufac- 
tured into oil, and nearly the whole ſent to the 
Britiſh markets. It is obvious that this trade can 
be carried on to greater advantage to the above- 
mentioned places from Britain and Ireland than 
from America, as a double voyage would be 
avoided, The whale fiſheries requiring nothing 
bur what our own trade ſupplies, it will be the 


Oil SO FF in 1770 from America, including New- 
foundland, Canada, and Nova Scotia, to Great Britain 
alone, was 4734 tons, 49 J gallons, at 151. per ton in 
America, amounts to 71,0121. 16s. 3d. at the place of 


fale, at 211. per ton, 99,4181. 108. 
greateſt 


Whale and Cod Fiſheries. 55. 
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greateſt abſurdity to allow any foreigners to intro- 
duce whale-oil, bone, or fins; it would be a great 
check to our navigation, and no monopoly is more 
neceflary for the benefit of our ſhipping. The Ame- 
rican cod fiſhery is an obje& of great importance, 
both to the commerce and to the marine of Great 
Britain. This ſubject comprehends three diſlinct 
objects: | 1ſt, The people employed in raking. 
and curing the fiſh, may, with great 

be confidered as ſo many manufacturers who bring 
forward a certain commodity or manufacture, 


which, when perfected, becomes a valuable ar- 
ticle of export. 2dly, This trade is certainly a 


great commercial object, as it gives freight to 
upwards of 200 ſail of veſſels directiy to Europe, 
chiefly to Spain, Portugal, and Italy, for neither 
England, France, nor the northern kingdoms of 
Furope, take any quantity of the American fiſh; 
and 3dly, the Newfoundland fiſhery is, without 
doubt, the moſt extenſive nurſery for ſeamen, 
and thoſe of the very beſt fort. Fiſheries, coaſt. 


ing trade, and northern voyages, produce hardy 


and intrepid ſeamen; African and Indian voyages 
deſtroy many, and debilitate more. In all che 
fiſhing veſſels from the Weſt of England, Tec- 
land, the Iſlands of Guernſey and Jerſey,* be- 


The Iflands of Jerſey and Guernſey ſend à con- 
fderable number of fiſhing veſſels to Newfoundland, 
and before the war, carried on a large trade to the. 


eaſtern part of Nova Scotia, and are now engaged in 
the ſame part, viz. Canſo. 


ſides 
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56. Whale and Cod Fiſheries." © 
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ſides the ordinary complement of mariner, there 
are a number of apprentices and hired' ſervants. | 


employed in taking and curing. the fiſh. - Theſe. 
_ apprentices and ſervants, likewiſe, take their tour 


of the ordinary duty of the ſhip, whereby they: 
ſoon become tolerable ſeamen. Beſides the large 
veſſels, there are upwards / of 2000 [boats or 2 
ſhallops * employed in catching fiſh"on the: han 

of Newfoundland, the gulph of St. Lawrence, 
Nova Scotias, &c. Theſe ſmall veſſels ſeldom 


80 ach diſtance from the land ; they chiefly fiſn 


along ſhore, and on the adjacent banks. In each 


t hem is alſo a number of apprentices; apd hired, | 


"fErvants, a part of, whoſe time is employedion, 
ſhore in erecting ſtages,” and in drying and 8 


the fiſh. In the year 2772, the nyober of per-. 
ſons employed in the fiſheries of Newfoundland 
and our remaining , colonies, amounted to about 
26,000, including boys, T which are more than 
double the number that were employed in the trade 
of the American States, and this is excluſive of the 
ſeamen employed in the other branches of trade 
in Canada and Nova Scotia. From this .nurſery, 
upon the breaking out of a war, our navy has 
ſeldom failed of n. a large. ag nike 


» A ſhallop is about 0 tons, __ has fails fa. 
thioned like the Juggers in England. © 8 

I Much the greateſt part go from Brinin and chend 
every year; about . remain in the-eountry aas 
the winter. 


r 


1 94 


1 


Whale and Cod Fiſheries. 


nn ee ore —¾— | 
ſupply of men, who, by a little attention of the 
officers, ſoon got * with qhe duty of 
large ſhips, _ 

In the year 1772, the total quantity. of an 
— on the banks of Newfoundland, the coaſts 
of New England and Nova Scotia, amounted 
to $57,371 quintals of dried, and 42,227 barrels 
of pickled fiſh, Of theſe, 451,114 quintals and 
555 barrels, were exported from Newfoundland, 
the coaſt of Labradore,* the gulph of St. Law- 
rence and Nova Scotia, and 35,447 quintals, and 
1136 barrels, were ſent to the Welt Indies, From 
the American States in the above year, 105,450 
quintals, and 1124 barrels, were exported to 
Europe; and to the Britiſh and foreign Weſt In- 
dies, 265,360 quintals, and 39,412 barrels. This 
trade, which has been computed at one third, or 
near one half of the remittances from the New. Eng- 
land States, they will continue to enjoy, in pro- 
portion to the neglect or encouragement of our 
own fiſheries. They will have a conſiderable ſhare 
of the ſupply of the foreign Weſt-India iſlands. 
The part which went to the Britiſh Weſt-India 
iſlands, will now be. gained to our own fiſheries, 
as alſo the whale fins exported to Britain. 


»The prineipal trade to che coaſt of Labradore was 
from the Old Colonies: So much of the produce of 
that trade which was not conſumed in hs Un _—— 
wal 9 to Great Britain, * . 
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- The proceeds of the fiſh ſent in Briciſh and 
American ſhipping. to the European market, 
amounted, including freight, to about 450,000t. 
almoſt the whole of which was remitted to Great 
Britain, except only that part which was ex- 
"pended in the purchaſe of the conſiderable cars 
goes which were conſtantly ſmuggled into New 
England, contrary to the prohibitions of the acts 
of Navigation, The value of the fiſh exported 
to the Britiſh and foreign Weſt-Indian iflands, in- 
cluding freight, amounted to upwards of 2 50,0008. 
It ought to be obſerved, that the fiſh for the Weſt 
Indies was not ſent, as it was to Europe, in entire 
cargoe?, but in parcels, along with an aſſortment 
of other proviſions, lumber, &c. and that above 
40, ooo quintals of the fiſh, exported from the 
American States, were not the produce of their 
own fiſhery, but received from Newfoundland, 
Nova Scotia, &c. in part of payment of the pe- 
viſions, rum, &c. furniſhed to thoſe colonies. 
Beſides the advantage in neighbourhood to the 
Aſheries which the American States had over the 
Mipping from Europe, they alſo had, by being 
poſſeſſed of the greater ſhare of the carry- 
ing trade of America to and from the Weſt 
Indies, a profitable and conſtant employment for 
their fiſhing veſſels during the winter, whilſt our 
ſhips were laid up for four or five months in thay 
ſeaſon in the ports of Dartmouth, Poole, &c. 

I Nova 
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Nova Scotia, and “ the iſland of St. John's, 
eſpecially when they are in a more advanced ſtate 
of ſettlement. than they are at preſent, will fiſh 
more advantageouſly than the American States, 
being nearer, and conſequently at much leſs ex- 
pence, and can take advantage of the firſt of the 
ſeaſon, They will ſoon be able to ſupply our 
Weſt-India iſlands amply with fiſh, proviſions, 
and lumber; and by our r preventing the States 


The coaſt round the ifland of St. John's in the 
gulph of St. Lawrence, abounds with every ſort of fiſh. 
The foil of the ifland is excellent, and capable of great 
improvement; and in the preſent ſtate of things, is an 
object highly intereſting to government. No country 
will afford better paſture for cattle, and proviſions of 
all kinds may be raiſed in great abundance. There is 
a ſea-cow fiſhery at the Magdalene iſlands in the vici- 
nity of the coaſt, which if carried on, would turn to 
good account. This iſland abounds with fine harbours ; 
as to population, it encreaſed, during the four years 
immediately ſubfequent to its ſeparation from Nova 
Scotia, as a government, from about 200 to near 3000 
inhabitants. The fiſhery here may be more eaſily pro- 
tected in time of war. The fiſhing grounds are more 
free from fogs, and there is clear weather on ſhore 
for curing their fiſh. A reunion of this province 
with Nova Scotia has been mentioned it ſeems by no 
means adviſeable; it would be very harſh to make it 
depend on Halifax in matters of juriſprudence. No 
places are ſo fit for commanding the gulph of St. Law- 
rence as this ifland, and Cape Breton. 


I 2 from 
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from participating in the carrying trade, the fiſbery 
will be greatly promoted, as the veſſels belong | 
ing to our own colonies, employed in that 
branch, will reap the benefit which formerly gave 
the people of New England ſo great an advan- 
tage, viz. conſtant employment . the winter 
for their fiſhing veſſels. 

There are many places on the coaſts of Nova 
Scotia,* where, at certain "—_— large quanti- 
ä ties 

* Tt will not be eaſy to find, in any treaty that ever 
was made, a ſtipulation equal to the following; it is 
part of the 3d article of the Proviſional articles: The 
American fiſhermen ſhall have liberty to dry and cure 
fiſh in any of the unſettled bays, harbours, and creeks 
of Nova Scotia, Magdalene iſlands, and Labradore, ſo 
Jong as the ſame ſhall remain unſettled,” It does not 
appear what purpoſe it could anſwer, but to give up 
every advantage, or to embroil us hereafter. But moſt 
fortunately an unexpectedly rapid population will ena- 
ble government to declare Nova Scotia at leaſt, ſettled. 
Every creek has now ſome inhabitants, and our ſhips 
of war ſhould have orders accordingly. France did 
not intend the American States ſhould have a ſhare of 
the Newfoundland fiſhery, which, it is ſaid, coming 
to the knowledge of the American Commiſſioners, 
they immediately, and without the knowledge of the 
French miniſters, and contrary to orders from Con- 
greſs, ſuddenly ſigned the Proviſional Articles with 
our negociator, who, (ignorant of the above circum- 
dude, although known to many at Paris) had explained 
that 


© While and Cod Fiſbiries. br 
ties of cod are taken in the ports, and the ſalmon 
fiſhery in that province, and in the gulph of St. 
Lawrence, on the Canada, Labradore, and Nova 
Scotia ſhores, is unqueſtionably the beſt in the 
world. The colonies were accuſtomed, long be- 
fore the war, to carry on a very extenſive fiſhery 
at Louiſbourg, and other parts of Nova Scotia, 
particularly at Spaniſh River and Canſo. From 
the Maſſachuſetts only, near, if not quite, one 
hundred fail of veſſels, from 40 to 60 tons, were 
employed in this bufineſs. The cuſtom was to 
fit out, early in the Spring, with proviſions and 
other ſtores, ſufficient to laſt the ſummer, and 
in the autumn, when the fiſhing ſeaſon was over, 
they returned to their homes, with from ſix to 
Boo quintals of fiſh fit for marker, and about one 
ton of oil for each veſſel. 

In the year 1763, about eighty or ninety * 
were employed from New England in the whale 
fiſhery, carrying thirteen men each; juſt before the 
war they increaſed to one hundred and ſixty ſail. 
The cod fiſhery in 1763, employed about two 
hundred and fifty ſchooners, carrying each nine 


that he was ready to ſign on any terms, and readily 
gave up the Newfoundland fiſhery, France alſo in- 
tended Spain ſhould have had Eaſt Louifiana. Our 
negociator, with great liberality, gave up that country 
which had been conquered from us, but it has not yet 
appeared that Spain is willing to relinquiſh her right. 


Co 
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men, which were increaſed before the war to 
more than three hundred ſail. About forty ſail, 
employed in the mackerel! fiſhery in the year 
1763, were increaſed to one hundred fail, carry- 
ing from five to ſeven men. The whale veſſels were 
from fixty to eighty tons. Cod veſſels from forty 
to ſeventy tons, and mackerel veſſels from nom 

to forty. | 

It ſhould never be the policy of England to 
give a particular encouragement to ſedentary fiſh- 
eries at the diſtance of 3000 miles, as they interfere 
ſo much with the fiſheries carried on from the coaſts 
of Great Britain and Ireland. Experience has 
ſhewn, that during our wars we never could pro- 
cure any failors from the great nurſery of the 
American fiſhery, partly indeed from' the bad 
policy of protecting from the preſs, by act of 
parliament, the American ſailors, thereby ex- 
empting them from the public ſervice. Thus 
the American enjoys all the advantages, while 
our fiſhermen are ſubject to every inconvenience. 
and burthen. | 


SPERMACETI CANDLES. 


A conſiderable export from the Northern Colo- 
nies to ſeveral countries, particularly to the Britiſh 
and foreign Weft-India iſlands; but if the whale 


— to the Weſtern Iſlands, Africa, Braſil, 
Faulkland's 
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Faulkland's iſland; &c. are properly encouraged, 
this article would be manufactured here cheaper 
and better than in the American States, and we 
ſhould underſell them even in the Weſt Indies. 
Jt. js evident, that- much more ſpermaceti has 
been imported here, than what the trifling amount 
of duty, viz. 381. 6s. 4d. (which appears in the 
Cuſtom-Houſe books of laſt year) conveys an 
idea of; it will be inquired, whence have the 
manufactures of candles, in different parts of the 
kingdom, been ſupplied with. this article ; that at 
Hull, in particular, furniſhing in one year more 
ſpermaceti candles for home conſumption, than 
the whole of this article entered for three years 
could have ſupplied. The truth is, that in all 
importations of white oil from Newfoundland, or 
from any] other of the late colonies. in America, 
there is a mixture of ſpermaceti. Spermaceti be» 
ing rated as a drug, pays a high duty of 171. 125. 
per ton, when imported from the colonies, which 
amounts almoſt to a prohibition, and ſeems to be 
intended as ſuch ; and as it requires the greateſt care 
and attention to aſcertain the quantity in each butt, 
or caſk of oil, which can be done only by draw- 
ing ſamples with à proper inſtrument for that 
purpoſe, this care and ceremony, it is apprehended, 
is but too often diſpenſed with, and the. whole 
paſſed as oil, notwithſtanding conſiderable quan» 
rities of ſpermaceti are therein, which are after 


wank ad i the mtr, chough nr th 
oil. duty has been paid. | 


Srermcecntle exported 295,716. L. 


At 18. zd. in America = 1453 5 8 
Ar the place of fle at 8. 209,87 12'0 
Of which, to Britain — a , 
WN | Ireland 8 1 . vial 
110 South of Europe 2 „ 2% 266. | 5 
_ Africa - see » _:- 
9 1 2655163 e 
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Tbeſe articles have FFOug of far. greater value 
in the American exportations than the produce 
of the fiſheries, as appears in the Tables of the Ap- 
pendix; but excepting the inſtance of three or 
four years, there never was any market in Europe 
for the wheat and wheat- flour of America, except 
in Spain and Portugal, and the ports of the Me. 
diterranean. Before the war, the wheat of Ca» 
nada began to be in great demand in Barcelona, 
and other parts of Spain. It keeps much bettet 
on the paſſage, and in a hot climate, unmanufac- 
tured, than in the ſtate of flour. The Spaniards 
and Portugueſe gave it the: preference on that 
account, as well as from the advantage they de- 
rived from being the manufacturers themſelves; 
it may, however, be the intereſt of the Canadians 
to give every encouragement to the erecting of 
corn mills in their own country, for the ſake of 
ſupplying 


— — — ; 
ſupplying the Weſt Indies, the | fiſheries, &c. 
Portugal wines were taken in return, and ſeemed 
to be preferred in Canada; between five and boo 
tons were annually imported, and between eight 
and nine tons of Madeira. There was no winter 
wheat in Canada previous to 1763. In 1974, 
vaſt quantities of both that and ſunimer wheer 
were exported, not leſs than $00,000 buſhels, 
with which above 100 veſſels were loaded for 
Europe, beſides What was fent in flour and 
biſcuit to the Weſt Indies and fiſheries, and 
oo, buſhels were left in hand for want of 
ſhips to export them, In five or ſix years, thret 
or 400 ſail might be employed from Canada in 
this and othet branches. Our Weſt⸗ India iſlands 
will then be under no neceſſity of drawing ſup- 
plies from the American States, and the impor · 
tation of their wheat flour ſhould be prohibited, 
when che Britiſh iſlands and our remaining eolo- 
nies can ſupply this article. The merchants of 
Philadelphia, the capital of the corn country, 
ſent hips to Quebec to load with wheat, from 
thence to Europe: 40,000 quarters of Canada 
wheat uſed to be imported to Philadelphia and 
New. York annually, before the revolt, Ca- 
nada can ſupply the Newfoundland fiſheries with 
flour and bread. France will not allow, except 
in times of extraordinary ſcarcity, the American 
States to ſupply her (fiſheries in North America, 


or r Weſt- India iſlands, with thoſe articles. 
K French 
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French fiſhing ſhips, going out, have nothing 
elſe to carry, except implements for fiſhery; 
and ſalt. There has been a great conteſt be- 
twern the miniſter of France, and the French 
merchants, &c. The latter inſiſted that the Ame» 
rican States ſhquld not be permitted to carry 
Hour to their Weſt-India iſlands, and gained 
their point. The policy is obviquſly good. It 
is abſurd in any mother country to allow ſtrangers 

to ſupply their colonies, when every market poſ- 
able ſhould be opened that can encourage agri- 
culture. England ſhould uſe the ſame policy as 
France to encourage her agriculture, eſpecially 
as Canada, Nova Scotia, and-the American States, 
are likely to have moſt of the corn trade which 
England had. In war time, the importation of 
flour from America has uſually been allowed into 
the French iſlands; but in peace, it is prohibited 
both in the Dutch and French ſettlements, thoſe 
nations knowing the advantage; of ſupplying and 
carrying it themſelves. A foreign veſſel having 
ten ' barrels of flour in any of their ports, would 
be confiſcated. - As flour is _the-priacipal ſtaple-of 
New Tork, New Jerſey, and Pennſylvania, and 
the Britiſh Weſt-India iſlands} are now open to 
receive it in our ſhips, while the French and 
Dutch ſettlements are ſhut againſt it, it is cer- 
tain thoſe ſtates will be glad to ſell their flour 
to any ſhips that may go to take it to our iſlands. 
Even Maryland and Virginia produce a very large 
$5957 ; quantity 
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quantity of wheat. Wheat, however, is not the 
beſt ſtaple for the American States to depend on, 
becauſe, in general, the demand in Europe is un- 
certain. France and Britain will only take it 
when there is a ſcarcity, and the American States 


will find other competitors, beſides Canada and 
Nova Scotia, in the ports of Spain and Portugal. 


The ſpeculations in grain ruined more traders in 
America, than every other branch of buſineſs 
there. The American veſſel ſometimes made its 
voyage to Spain or Portugal, before ours, from - 
London or the Eaſt Coaſt, got out of the Channel; 
but veſſels may go from our South Coaſt in a' 
fortnight. The paſſage from America is about' 
five or ſix weeks; freight nearly the ſame from 
America or London to Spain or Portugal. - The 
American States, however, were more than com- 
petitors with us for the wheat trade; they had 
for ſome years engroſſed nearly the whole of what 
we had, and it has been computed, upon an ave- 
rage of five years, they had received from Spain 
and Portugal upwards of 320,000l. per annum 
for that grain. It is a fortunate circumſtance, 
ariſing from the independence of America, that 
the Britiſh iſles will regain, in a conſiderable de- 
gree, the ſupply of our Weſt-India iſlands with 
bread and flour. The average crop of wheat in 
America, is from 15 to 18 buſhels per acre; 
weight per buſhel, from 58 to 63 pounds ; ave- 
rage "Ru per buſhel, 3s. ſterling. The weevil 
K 2 | hay 
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has been extremely deſtructive to wheat in Ame» 
rica, and in ſome provinces nearly deſtroyed the 
crop. 2 


PIPE-STAVES and LUMBER in general. 


This was a conſiderable article to Spain and to 
Portugal, and to ſome other parts of Europe, ag 
alſo to Madeira, and the other wine iſlands and 
countries. Timber for theſe purpoſes is to be 
found in Canada and Nova Scotia, and the foreſts 
in thoſe countries have been hitherto almoſt un- 
touched: they will afford, for a long time to 
come, a molt plentiful ſupply, whilft timber has 
already become ſcarce in moſt of the American 
States. The lumber of the Southern Colonies, is 
preferred, and is ſold 20 per cent. dearer; it ig 
moſtly for building. It. was cuſtomary for all 
ſhips, in the tobacco. trade to dennage with barrel 
and hogſhead ſtaves, and to ſtow as many as pol. 
ſible among the hogſheads, Theſe were ſold for 
the uſe of the herring fiſheries, and for rum pun- 
cheons, for the Weſt Indies, which were made 
in Great Britain during the war, and ſent out 
filled with different articles from hence. 
Paſſamaquaddy and St. John's river, in Nova 
Scotia, are well furniſhed with white oak fit for 
ſtaves. The lumber trade has not yet been well 
eſtabliſhed in that province, only a ſmall capital 
m it; it may require a little time, but 
| there 


22 Pitch exported, 15,793 at 


Britain by the name of Pineaſter, All pines con- 
25> 
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there can be no doubt of ſucceſs. The quantities 


af lumber and ſtaves ſent to all parts, 10 an 
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bs vis. Tar, Pitch, dtp 


Being enumerated articles could only be. 1 


ported to Great Britain, or the Britiſh ſettlementa, 
and were N ſent from North Carolina. * 

Barrels, 4. 4. 3 
6 8917 7 
© 26,268 6 
0 


7 
Tar ditto, 87, 561 at 6 
8 16,681 4 


Taurpentine dit. 41,909 at 


21 0 ood 


The above are the prices at the port of expor- 
tation, * 
It does not yet appear that theſe commodities 
can be made to advantage, or in ſufficient quan- 
tities for exportation, but in the ſouthern pro- 
vinces, where the ſandy poor ſoil towards the fea, 
produces the pitch pine in great plenty. Turpen- 
tine comes from the ſame part. The pitch pine 
chiefly abounds in North Carolina, and is found 
from the Southern Cape of Virginia to Cape Flo« 
rida, from fifty to one hundred miles in depth along 
the coaſt, This tree is not found in foreſts, or in 
quantities, north of Virginia. It is known in 


15 
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min ſome turpentine, and tar may be got frons 
all ſorts of that tree, but not plentifully; the Scotcty 
and ſtone pine is generally excepted. It is ex- 
tracted even from the branches of the yellow pine; 
the tree itſelf being too valuable to be turned to 
ſuch a purpoſe. | 
Tar and turpentine, before the war, proved 
confiderable articles of commerce, and, aſſiſted 
by the bounty, employed à number of ſhips. 
Theſe articles, in one point of view, may be 
corifidered as raw materials ſor two conſiderable 
manufactures, carried on befort the year 1776, at 
Hull, for inland conſumption and exportation, 
to a great extent, and very advantageoully for the 
country. Tar was manufactured into pitch, and 
confiderable quantities were exported to the Medi- 
terranean and ſouthern countries; by means of 
the bounty we under ſold the northern countries. 
Turpentine was made into oil and ſpirit of tur- 
pentine; an article of conſiderable conſequence 
in commerce, and of which there is à great 
conſumption in preparing painters' W var 
* &c. at . ls h 
From eighteen to twenty bound barrels of 
tar were imported annually into Hull from Ame- 
rica, That town was afterwards ſupplied from 
Archangel. and the Baltick; the quantity, how- 
ever, much diminiſhed; the export to the Medi- 
terranean was loſt. Before the war, with the 
help of the bounty, American tar could be afford- 
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" ed at 118. per barrel. The price to the conſumer. 
roſe to 355. on the breaking out of the war. The 
bounty on tar was near the firſt price, viz. 88. 6d. 
and by advantage of the exchange equal to gs. gd. 
Before the American revolt, Ruſſia tar was wholly. 
made in the neighbourhood of Archangel,” and, 
was almoſt entirely bought up by the Dutch; it 
might be put on board from 58. 6d. to near 68. 
ſterling per barrel. The freight amounts to full 
2 much as from North Carolina. The naviga- 
tion is more dangerous, and upon account of the 
ice and ſtorms of the northern ſeas, there are only 
a few months in the ſummer, while the days are 
long, that the trade is open. The Americans are 
not confined to the ſummer ſeaſon in their trade from 
the ſouthern ſtates, and therefore navigate cheaper. 
The price of Swediſh tar is ſtill higher than that 
from Archangel; and it was only during the Ame- 
rican war, that the ſyperadded demand from Great 
Britain, and the greater general conſumption in 
war, raiſed the price of tar in Ruſſia and Sweden, 
which occaſioned, it to be made in many parts of 
thaſe countries, where it had not been made be- 
fore, and in much greater quantities in other parts. 
The war being over, the people of Carolina will 
be able to return to the making of tar in large 
quantities; and if they can put it free on bbard 
at 5s. per barrel,” they may ſtill have the advan- 
tage of the Britiſh market for much the greater 
part of our conſumption of this article. It is ap- 

prehended 
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prehended the Dutch may alſs go to Carolina for 
tar, and by encreafing the demand, advance the 
price. * But naval ores are how admitted inte 
our ports from the American ſtates, on the ſame 
terms as from our own Colonies ; and the duty 
of 128. the laſt (of twelve batrels) on pitch or 
tar, from all other places. except the Britiſh” do- 
minions, will act as a bounty in favour of this 
article from the American States. No othet 
bounty, therefore, ſeems neceſſary. If the Ames 
rican tar is of an inferior quality, it is not reuſon- 
able a bounty ſhould be allowed on it, except 
from dependent colonies. If it were of a ſupes 
rior quality, for the ſake of ſecuting a monopoly - 
to ourſelves, it might be reaſonable to give 4 
bounty. The beſt reaſon for encouraging a trade 
with the American States for theſe articles, is, 
that our merchants would procure them in bartet 
er e i Wee of this warn 6 N 


> 


* But 4 diſtinction ſhould have been made. 'Ths 
aliens duty ſhould have fallen on theſe articles When 
imported in American bottoms, as in the caſe with alt 
other nations, and none if imported in Britiſh; and 
farther to encourage our carrying trade, leſs drawbgck 
ſhould be allowed on articles carried in American 
ſhipping. There is a duty of 118. per ton more on 
iron brought from the Baltic in foreign ſhips than in 
Britiſh built, and of 1s. 9,zd. more, making in the 
whole 128. 10 %% d. when imported in ſuch ſhipping 
by foreigners. 


great 
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rest amol advantage: but tur beitig dor 4 | 

Maple” uiticle from Ruſſia and Sweden, thoſe 
countries may eonfider a bounty given 40 an inde- 
pendenr Rally” at u great difadvuntage to their 

ſubjects; they might, perhaps, in return give 
other vüttens an odvantage over us in exporting 
from them dominions, hemp, flax, and iron, which 
ate articles we cannot be well ſupplied with from 
ether couritries, and now employ a very great 
number of Britiſh ſhips, our trade to Ruſſia being 
altmoſt entirely eonducted In Britiſh bottoms, d 
<hiefly' ſo to Sweden, © The poſfibility that tar 
muy be ſüpplied by the Loydliſts lately ſettled ih 
Nova Scotia and from Canada, is alfo an objection 
to the ' Extending * the doufty on it, when coming 
from the American States. Bounties open chan- 
nels to frauds. It was good policy to encoutige 
naval ſtotres from different parts, leſt à quarrel 
with the only country from wläch we had thei 
ſhould Uiftreſs us in war! When the bounty wes 
firſt granted, Sweden alone ſupplied us with thofe 
articles ;- but now Denmark, Ruflia, and the 
Baltic in geveral fupply great quantities. 
The queſtion as to the ſupetior quality of the 
Baltic tar over the American, ſeems not perfectly 
decided. ' Some rope makers have prefefred the 
former, on account of its being thinner, and 
more euſily imbibed by the cordage, and that it 
is not of fo hot a nature as the American, and 


an that the cordage is more durable; 
L but 


Naval Stores. 
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** others now declare, that the American tor 


was full as good for their uſe 38 aty European. 
and being thicker, it is preferted for making 
pitch, and for ſheep - tar, and- will always - oſt | 


higher for that purpoſe. th 
France principally rivalled Ameriania the anita 


of turpentine, and the duties being much higher 


upon French or foreign turpentine, a very Tuffi- 


cient preference is given to the American States. | 


We have chiefly to apprehend that it will bear 
too high a price in America, which, however, de- 
pends on its being made ſparingly, or in large 
quantities there. A bounty here would not lower 
the price in America. 

On the interruption of the American trade, 
and the war with France, the price became enor- 
mous. Large quantities of turpentine were ſent 
to Britain from Hamburgh as the growth of 
Germany, but through the activity and intelli- 
gence of Mr. Kerr, who ated then as collector 


of Hull, the fraud was detected, and during the 


remainder of the war, many thouſand hogſheads 
of French turpentine, imported from Hamburgh, 
Paid 11s. 2d. as not coming directiy from the 
place of its growth, (which was. prevented by 
the war) inſtead of 18. 11d. per hundred weight. 
N is no turpentine made in Germany, except 
a ſmall quantity in the diſtant province of Thu- 
ringia, which was ſo inconſiderable, it did not 
get out of the country. There had been attempts 
formerly 
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| formerly to get turpentine from Ruſſia and Sweden, K 


but the ſamples ſent were of ſo very little value, 
and ſuch as they were, only to be procured in 
very ſmall quantities, we were led to conclude. 
that Ruſſia, and other northern countries, were 
unfavourable to the production of valuable tur- 
pentine, and that it required a ſouthern climate ; 
but through, the ſpirited endeavours of a merchant 
of Hull, 70> barrels of turpentine were imported 
within a few months paſt, into that place, from 
Archangel. It came to his knowledge; that the 
Ruſſians were altogether unacquainted with the 
method of drawing turpentine from the pine tree; 
that the ſpecimens which they had ſent, were what 
had oozed through the bark, and had been ſcraped 
off from the ſides of the tree on the outſide of the 
bark. It was evident to him, that turpentine ſo. 
obtained, could neither be of good quality, nor 
in quantity; but he was convinced, that by fol 
lowing a regular proceſs, as praftiſed in the 
countries where it was produced, it muſt be got 
in abundance, and of good quality. He there - 
in ſent a perſon to Archangel to inſtru& the 
Ruſſians in the method practiſed in America. 
Notwithſtanding the proceſs is very eaſy, there 


was a great deal of trouble in bringing the Ruſ» 
ſians to ſet properly about it; but our enterpriſing 
merchant, to encourage them, advanced the mo- 
ney for the article before it was made. It was in 

te your 1780 or 3 the Ruſſians firſt began this 
buſineſs ; 


** the 7 700 —— | ” - mentioned i is the 
firſt quantity they have been able to export; n 
| equal quantity was left behind chrough accident. 
But the Ruſſians being now ſo fat initiated into 
this buſineſs, as to produce 1400 barrels of tur- 
pentine' in one ſeaſon, from a foreſt, in a neigh» 
bouring diſtrict to Archangel, and having now 
found the value of the article, they will continue 
every yeat to produce it in much larger quanti · 
ties, and it will alſo ſpread to other, parts of that 
extenſive country, which ſa greatly abounds with 
| foreſts of pine trees. The Archangel turpentine 
is, in appearance, more like the American than 
the French, but ſomewhat inferior in quality, 
very. little of it in a fluid fate, in general mare 
or leſs hard; when it becomes hard, the moſt 
volatile parts have eſcaped, it yields Jeſs ſpirit, 
and i is therefore of conſiderable leſs value; but as 
the Rüfflans become better acquainted with make - 
ing turpentine, and in greater quantities, it will 
be better in quality, and may be afforded at a 
lower price. This diſcovery, would have been 
extremely profitable to the merchant, if the war 
had continued. The turpentine, with all charges 
| delivered in the warehouſes here, did not coſt 
more than 128. per cwt. which is a low price as 
the market now ſtands. Ruſſia will, no doubt, 
reap advantage from this ſpeculation, and pro- 
bably will much interfere with the American 


States in this article of commerce, The produc» 
tions 
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tions of the farmer country not being very valu- 
able, and the price of labour low, this will per- 
mann 
has. e | 
It is 207 nn that common turpenyine is 
produced from trees growing in the neighbour. 
hood of Archangel, in the latitude of 64 degrees 
north, and as we know it is abundantly procured 
in the ſouthern climates, it is evident that where- 
ever the pine trees grows in abundance, there the 
common turpentine may be made, and there be- 
ing great foreſts of pine trees in our remain - 
ing colonies, it is to be preſumed tar and tur- 
peatine may be there produced; but encourage- 
ment will be neceſſary, and it is thought a bounty 
upon the importation of turpentine from thoſe 
colonies of 28. 6d, per cwt, for a limited time, 
would be ſufficient: it is little more than the duty 
now is it might have a better effect to grant 
encouragement by way of bounty, than by taking 
off the duty, as the value of it would be more 
eahily underſtood. A leſs bounty could not have 
the effect of giving a decided VENT over 
foley countries n 
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The beſt timber for maſts and ſpars, is not 
found in North America, ſouth of 41 degrees of 
——B 4: 

conſump- 
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con ſumption on the eaſtern ſhore of Maryland” 
and in Virginia. Where this ſpecies of timber 
fails eſſentially, or entirely to the northward, has 
not been preciſcly aſcertained, but it is generally 
agreed, that north of 48 degrees, no quantity is 
to be found in any degree of perfection. The 
maſts and ſpars formerly ſent to Europe from 
America, were procured in the northern parts bf 
New England, but they have been gradually cut 
near to water carriage, and are daily becoming 
more "ſcarce and more difficult to be got in the 
American States, whillt the foreſts of Nova Scotia 
and Canada, abounding in timber, remain un- 
touched. The pine timber of the latter province 
is of much thicker ſap, therefore not ſo good for / 
maſts. All that is near Lake ih: muſt go 
down the river St. Laurence. 
Thoſe who gave up the territory of Penoblcot,' 
eaſt of Caſco Bay, which was in our poſſeſſion, 
| deſerve the utmoſt degree of cenſure. It is by far 
the fineſt part of America for the articles now in * 
queſtion; and they have alſo given up à very 
good fiſhery, fine harbours, and the beft rivers, 
along that coaſt; the Americans had very few: 
| harbours before that were good. The coaſt 
abounds with lumber fit for the navy and for 
private uſes, ſufficient to ſupply Britain for 
ages; but which may now form the grand re- 
ſource of the American States for theſe articles. 
The white pine which abounds in theſe: parts, and 
I | a 


mouth or New England pine, is by far the 
arts ep 2 1 to a re 

The Peninſula of Nova Sci 0 fer as has 
been explored as het, furniſhes but few maſts of 
dimenſion fit for the navy; but it is expected the 
other part of Noya Scotia will furniſh ſome, and 
good ſpars. Paſſamaquaddy, and eaſt of it, to 
the river St. John's, is the beſt country we have 
to Jook to, for theſe artioles; and it ſhould be 
ſpeedily explored, regulated, and ſecured for the 
navy. This is the only harbour that is left us on 
that fide of the Bay of Fundy,” and luckily it a 
one of the beſt in the world. It is alſo fit for wet 
and dry docks, and open at all ſeaſons; but even 
here the pacificators have confounded the boun- 
Om 1 4 it n infant attention to pre- 


„ 


'* But the method of reſerving in grants all trees, 
ven they acquire certain dimenſions, for the navy, 
without allowing any thing for them, is very injudi- 
cious z it makes it the intereſt of memes x4” not to 
encourage their growth. * 

+ Mr. Barnard, the 18 of Maſſachuſetts Bay, 
in the year 1764, cauſed a ſurvey of the Bay of daa 
maquaddy to be made by one Jones, who to the ri 
called by the ſavages Schogdick, gave the name of by 
Croix; and on the weſtern fide of this river, between 
it and Capſcook, Mr. Barnard propoſed making grants, 
as being within his government, yl | 
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went the Staves from _ their ſettlemente, and! 
"98 "20.529 gn . * _ raking 
zeln e cee bn V test er HA 1H 
The n 9080 year, Mr. — Was, the Governor of Nets 
Scdtia, ſent the chief land furveyor of the province to 
make a ſuryey of that bay, when, upon enquiry of the 
oldeſt inhabitants, French and Indians, it was found 
there were three 1ivers called St. Croix, emptying into 
the bay, that the river called by the ſavages Capſc 
was moſt anciently called by the French St. Croix ; 
and; on examining inte the original grant of Nota 
Scotia, it appeared that the grant made by King 
Charles the Secbnd to his brother, the Duke of York, 
his territory was bounided by this tiver St. Ctoix to the 
eaſtward, and by the river Kengibeck to the weſtwarg, 
and this tract was afterwards conſdered as an appen- 
dage to the province of Maſſachuſetts Bay. It 
has by ſome been called the province of Sagadahook. 
Governor Barnard, under this idea, in 1765, applied 
to and obtained from the Governor of Nova Scotia, a 
Frant of a tract of one hundred thouſand acres for 
himſelf and affociates, Thomas Pownal, John Mitchell, 
Thomas Thorton, and Richard Jackſon, beginning two 
leagues above the falls or tide rapids of St. Croix, and 
running from thence north on the meridian line, or north 
14 degrees caſt of it, by the magnet 1 miles. 'Thense 
ſouth 76 degrees eaſt till it meets with the westen 
branch of Schoodick, and is thence bounged. by, the 
ald river Schoodick, and by the bay round ĩ into Capſ- 
cook river, through the falls, to the bound firſt m 
Goned, together wich the iſland called Moaſe I. 
and the iffand called St. Croix, containing 100,050 
acres; and the remainder of the principal iſlands in 
that bay were the ſame year granted by, the Governor 
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taking poſſeſſion to our diſad vantage.“ The 


proviſional articles make the river St. Croix the 
boundary. There are three rivers of 'the fame 
name, and although not very far diſtant from 
each other, it is very effential which ſhafl be 
the boundary, on account of the een 
harbour of Paſſamaquaddy, and the nee 
joining. L A 
The interior parts of Cape Beton have nah 
for the lower claſſes of ſhips of the navy, meaning 


ſingle deck ſhips. It has alſo plenty of very good | 
oak. Britain has 1 its beſt maſts Dan Tor the 


of Nova Scotia, Theſe ſurveys have been all Left 
home, and the reſpective Governors“ commiſſions ever 
fince were underſtood to include thoſe grants within 
the government of Nova Scotia, 


* It may happen that the inhabitants of this diſtri, 
who have not acknowledged themſelves to be an ap- 
pendage to Maſſachuſetts Bay, will not now ſubmit jo 
their government, and burthen themſelyes with their 
heavy taxes, when, by throwing themſelyes under our 
protection, and becoming a part of the Britiſh empire, 
they will not only be freed from all burthens, but enjoy 
many and great advantages they could not otherwiſe 
have, and certainly they have as good a. right to chuſe 
their ſyſtem of government, as any of the ſtates ; aud 
may it not be preſumed this country will not be relin- 
quiſhed until the American States have performed the 
ſcreral articles of the treaty on their part. 
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Baltic.* Large maſts for merchants ſhips, of the 
yellow pine, may be had in the Southern States. 
The white and the yellow are of a very 
- ſuperior quality to the other pines. Theſe trees 
do not grow in extenſive tracts, but are inter- 
ſperſed amongſt the foreſt trees ; they are of a fine 
grain, and are uſed for houſe and ſhip building, 
and all the other purpoſes to which pine is ap- 
Plied, either in ſquare pieces, or when ſawed into 
boards and planks. The yellow is rather of a 
| Cloſer grain than the white, and being more re- 
ſinous is heavier, and therefore, although more 


durable, not ſo fit for maſts, and eſpecially ſpars, 
&c. it is much inferior to the white pine of New 


* American maſts are much inferior to thoſe which 
come from Riga, and the Empreſs has lately allowed 
maſts to be cut down on the eſtates of the nobles, and 
exported from Peterſburg ; but the largeſt and beſt come 
from Turky and Poland; their grain is much cloſer, 
A maſt from theſe countries, of 22 inches, is equal to 
an American maſt of 24 inches, They may be choſen 
from the woods at ten dollars, os about 50s. each z the 
- earriage coſts 160 dollars. They are carried againſt 
the ſtream of the Dniper to the head, and over land 
above 30 miles to the head of the river Duna. There 
is a heavy duty at Riga. In time of war the freight is 
very extravagant; and the largeſt maſts, when they 
arrive in England, will coſt from two to three or four 
Hundred pounds. The largeſt maſts uſed for the navy 
are 36 inches diameter. They come from America, but 
Unge * made of * pieces, are now preferred. 

Hampſhue, 
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Ham pſhire, the province of Main, and Saggaha- 
dock, for thoſe purpoſes. 


| Maſts exported from America in 1769, with 


the value at the place of exportation. 


To Britain, 1496 tons of maſts, at gl. per ton. 

To ditto, 114 maſts, at 31. each. | 

To Ireland, 12 ditto, at ditto. | ; 

To Africa, 16 ditto, at ditto. 

To the Britiſh and foreign Weſt Indies, 86 dit 
at ditto. 

To Britain, 229 tons of bowſprits, at 208. ditto. 

To ditto, 10 Ne of ditto, at 20s. ditto. 

Ta Ireland, 12 tons of ditto, at ditto, 

To the Britiſh and foreign Weſt Indies, -10 ditto, 
at ditto each. 


Beſides of yards, &c. to Britain, 345 tots and 65 


in number, at 208. ditto, 


In the year 1763, the contractor paid in New 


England for a maſt of 33 inches 751. ſterling, and 


ſo in proportion down to a maſt of 24 inches, 
for which he paid 111. In 176g they were con- 


tracted for 20 per cent, cheaper. 


| Wipe b built for Sale, or the taking of Freight. 


The buſineſs of building ſhips for ſale, in Great 
Britain, or the taking of freights there, or in the 
Weſt Indies, was both conſiderable and profi- 
table. ' American-built ſhips have not hitherto 

| M 2 been 
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been in demand in any part of Europe, except in 
Great Britain and Ireland; nor have they, but in 
few inſtances, ever obtained freights elſewhere, 
than in thoſe kingdoms, and in the Britiſh Weſt 
Indies. New England ſhips for ſale, are not ſub- 
ſtantial or well built, or ſo durable as the Britiſh; 
partly arifing from the timber not being ſo laſting, 
and partly from its not being ſo well feaſoned. . 
An account of the number and tonnage of 
veſſels built in the ſeveral provinces under men- 
tioned, during the year 176g. 


Sloops and 


Provinces, © Topſail, chooners. Tonnage, . 
Newfoundland I 30 
Canada 2 _ WS 
Nova Scotia 3 110 
New Hampſhire 16 29 2452 
Maſſachuſetts 40 97 8013 
Rhode Iſland r 1428 


Carried forward 64 1263 12093 


In the ſouthern provinces good ſhip-plank is made of 
the yellow pine: if kept from the worms, it will laſt 


many years, A ſhip built i in South Carolina, the tim- 
ber live dak, the plank yellow pine, at the end of 
thirteen years, the latter was good, The live oak is 
the hardeſt wood that is known; it muſt be put into 
water many months before it can be uſed for ſhip» 
timbes, but it is excellent for the purpoſe. It is too 
bard and tes ſhort to be wtought into ſhip-planks. The 
quantity of it is but ſmall, 

Connecticut 


i, built for Sale; 2 
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Brought over 4% 1 1203 


Connecticut * 43 1542 
New York 5 N 
Jerſeys I 3 23 
Pennfylyania 14 8 1469 
Maryland E  < 
Virginia 6 21 1269 
North Carolina 3 9 60 
South Carolina 4 83 789 
Georgia o 2 50 
Eaſt Florida o o 0 
Weſt Florida © 0 o 30 
Bahama 0 4 42 
Bermuda I 47 $047 
Total "> 338 21370 


N. B. The tonnage abore mentioned are. 
giſtered.tons ; but one fifth, ought 1e be added, 


in order to know the real tonnage, 
hy 
—_ — 1 | THOMAS IRVIN, 


Inſpe&or General of Imports and Exports of 
North America, and Regiſter of Shipping. 
It is evident that this trade can never take place 


any where on the Continent to the north of 
France. France will not ſuffer America to ſupply 


ber with ſhips. If no other nation will recewe 
the American ſhips as a merchandize, ſurely Great 
Britain 
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New England, the oak when uſed green, which 
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B Britain ought r not, whoſe very exiſtence 0 


upon her navy, which navy depends as much on 
her ſhip-carpenters, as on her ſailors. Of all 
manufactures ſhip building is the moſt advantage- 
ous and neceſſary for Great Britain to encourage 
and preſerve, and the firſt coſt is af leſs: conſe · 
quence as the ſhips are not for foreign ſale, and 


the money is ſpent among ourſelves. Britain 


cannot take American ſhipping without ruining 
her own. The navigation laws forbid it. She 
muſt confider them as foreign-built ſhips. The 

encouragement that there will now be for ſhip- 
building in Nova Scotia, St. John's, and Canada, 
for the coaſting trade and fiſheries, will draw ſhip- 
wrights thither, and ſailors from New England, 
and will raiſe many in our remaining colonies, and 
thoſe provinces will become a conſiderable nurſery 
for ſeamen. Ships may be built in Nova Scotia 


to as much advantage as in New England, and 
as good, But the utmoſt encouragement ſhould 


be given to Britiſh ſhip building. If ſhip building 
is encouraged in America, it will be ruinous to this 
country ; and even the purchaſer, although the ſhips 
may be cheaper in the firſt inſtance, will have no 
great advantage in the end. The cheapneſs of 
American ſhipping aroſe from their being ill found, 
for cordage, iron work, and fail cloth of equal 
quality, are 15 per cent. and ſhip chandlery 2g 
per cent, dearer in America than in Britain. In 
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is generally the caſe, rots in five or ſix years, 
Price per ton 188. Oak plank. gl. per 1000 feet. 
Little iron is uſed: in ſhips. built for ſale. In the 
Northern States, the price per ton to build and 
equip, was about gl. 10s. Veſſels built in Virginia 
were more eſteemed, and coſt per ton building 
and timber 41. Total building and equipping from 
$1. to 81. 20s. The ſhipping of the Southern 
Provinces, the timber being live oak, coſt per 
ton gl. 108. and from 41. 10s. to gl. more for 
equipping. The ſhipwrights and caulkers had 
from 28. 6d. to 48. 6d. per day wages. Shipping 
was built in America on Britiſh credit, the work - 
men were obliged to take the greateſt part of their 
payments in goods; it anſwered to our merchants 
to take the ſhipping, ſuch as it was, in return; 
The: ipping:vuilz\ for file wes: graptly" inferior 

to that built by order. 

America had robbed- us, at leaſt for u time, of A 
corn trade, that ſome time ago brought in to us 


as much as any article of export; and ſhe was 


rapidly robbing us of the ſhip-building buſineſs, 
which an extraordinary event, the independence of 
the American States, has, in this caſe, fortunately 
again thrown into our power, if we do not moſt 
ſtrangely negle& and ſacrifice it, with this circum- 
ftance, that no other trade or reſource can make 
amends for the loſs of a command of ſhipwrights 
and ſeamen, It is not the intereſt of Britain to 
encauragę our remaining colonies to build ſhip- 
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ping exceeding fifty or ſixty tens ;-and we ſhould 
not encourage their fiſhermen to the prejudice of 
thoſe of Poole, and other towns in the weſt of 
England trading to Newfoundland. ' A nurſery of 
ſailors is uſeleſs, unleſs we can get them when: moſt 
wanted. The colony failors were formerly of little 
more fervice to Britain than the Dutch. If eacou- 
ragement be given for the erecting ſaw mills; and 
preparing lumber, and a bounty be allowed on the 
importation of oak timber and planks from our c- 
lonies in Britiſh-built ſhips, the bufineſs of ſhip build- 
ing may be carried on with great advantage in-Bri- 
tain, and our arcificers will be kept at home. At leaſt 
the retaining the privilege of building our ſhips, 
will prevent an emigration of uſeful and ingeni- 
ous men. The Americans were rapidly engroffing 
the carrying trade, and conſidering our ſituation 
and circumſtances, we had comparatively little of 
it. In 1775, about eighty years after laying" the 
foundation of the firſt houſe at Philadelphia, 
2150 veſſels ſailed from that port. This proves a 
great number, although there is much deception 
in returns of this kind, as the fame ſhip may 
have ſailed ſeveral times 1 mn =__ the 
gms. 
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ment. It was exported from Virginia, Mary land, 

North Carolina, ſome from South Carolina, and 

a very little from Georgia, to Great Britain chieſſy, 

where the hogſheads ſuitable for different marketa 

were pitched upon, and re-exported unmanufac+ 


tured, except a quantity not very conſiderable, 


The exportation being now free to every part, 
it remains to be determined by experience, whe - 
ther it be more advantageous to tranſport it ta every 
country where it is conſumed, or to carry it firſt 
to one general market to meet the purchaſer, and 


to be ſorted for. the different markets. This 


buſineſs. is underſtood. in Great Britain only, and 
to encourage America to make this country: the 
general market, the tobacco ſhould be permitted 
to be put into the King's warehouſes, and there 


only, without paying any duty, a bond being only 


given by the importer to pay the duty for fuck 
part. as ſhould be fold for home conſumption; 
what is exported ſhould go our free of all duty. 
It will be. ſent in large quantities in return, or 
payment for our manufactures, and we can afford 
to give the beſt price in this manner, by taking 
it in return. Before the war, it was imported on 
a double bond, and the merchant, on paying 
down three farthings a pound weight, took it 
into his own poſſeſſion, and had eighteen months 


In 1769, 4561 Ibs. were exported from America to 
Africa, and 104,193 lbs. to the Weſt Indies. 
| N to 
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to export it, or pay the: duty, then near 7d. per 
pound. Since the war, new regulations have. 
been made, and the duty has been encreaſed from 
the above ſum to near 1s. 4d. a pound, when 
imported from the place of its growth, and to 
18. gd. when imported from any place not of its 
growth, from which it can be legally brought; 
ard the tobacco is locked up by the officers of 
the cuſtoms till the duty is paid, or an entry made 
for exportation. 

By a late order of the King and Pont every 
importer of tobacco depoſiting tobacco in the 
King's ſtores, was to pay one penny per pound, 
by way of pledge or depoſit, to make a part of 
the duty if uſed for inland ſale, or to be drawn 
back if exported : this meaſure certainly will 
operate ſtrongly againſt making Great Britain an 
entrepot for tobacco, becauſe it ſubjects the im- 
porter to an advance of 5o per cent. on the value, 
without any benefit whatever to government, and 
on the ſuppoſition that two-thirds of the tobacco 
of America would center in Britain, to be aſ- 
ſorted for other markets, it would divert from 
the capitals of the merchants 2c, oool. to lye 
dead in the cuſtom-houſe, which might- other- 
wiſe be uſefully employed in the trade. This 
reſtriction, while Dunkirk is open as a free port, 
and Holland lays only a duty of about 3 3 per 
cent. will, if not ſpeedily altered, divert the car- 
rying trade of tõbacco to thoſe ports, by way of 

* 


w 


ä 


% d Ws ©3.£ 


TOBACCO. 91 
—— — — — 

depoſit. It is the worſt policy to throw the Ame- 
gcans into new tracts. If they are encouraged, 
by equal advantages, to bring their tobacco to 
Britain to be picked out here, ſhips will conſe - 
quently load from Britain in return, inſtead of 
Holland and Dunkirk. The tobacco will be left 
to pay for the goods, or to form a fund of credit, 
which will attach and rivet the trade to this 
Country. 

The idea of Aas a merchant to aivance 41. 
for liberty to ſtore a hogſhead of tobacco, which 
coſts. only eight or nine pounds, appears too ab- 
furd not eo claim the immediate attention of his 
Majeſty's miniſters.® They cannot too ſoon hold 
out ſuch proper encouragement as ſhall ſecure 
to this country the advantages pointed out in the 


tobacco trade; nor can any argument be drawn 


from want of ſecurity on the part of government, 
when it is propoſed to lock up the article, and 
not to deliver out any tobacco for inland con- 
ſumption, till the full duties are paid, which have 
been from 63 to 661. on a hogſhead of tobacco, 
which coſts from eight to ten pounds ſterling. 


The firſt price is from 1 4 d. to 2 4 d. per pound, 


* Since the former edition of this pamphlet, the 
difficulty complained of has been removed by a ſub. 
ſequent proclamation, This ready-money duty is con- 
verted into a bondable duty, 'and the importer is al- 
lowed to give his own ſecurity for it, along with the 
other duties, payable in fifteen months from the entry. 
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ſeldom lower; duty in England 18. 4d. In France, 
tobacco is monopolized by the farmers- general, 
and it can be bought wholeſale only by them. 
America will not afford her tobacco ſo cheap to 
France, as the latter got it through Britiſh con- 
tractors before the war.“ France will be much 
diſappointed: The cultivation of tobaccq has 
been greatly interrupted z; it will never be ſo 
great as it has been; it will not be eaſily reco - 
vered until the flave trade be revived, and that 
will require more credit from the Engliſh mer- 
chant than the American planter is likely to have, 
There has, and will be a conſiderable emigration 
from the tobacco country. The lands wear our. 
Better land beyond the mountains may be got 
very cheap, and free from taxes. Other kind of 
farming is preferred. Poſſibly, however, as the 
cukivation decreaſes in Virginia and Maryland, 
it will be taken up to the ſouthward in a greater 
degree than at preſent. The conſumption of 
tobacco in Britain and Ireland was about 20,000 
* near 2000 of which are Wen to 


And the Hanver 2 treating the tobacco ſkips. thut 
came to France from America, ſince the peace, will 
by; no means encourage them to go there again, They 
| were induced to land their tobacco under expectation of 
ſuch terms as they pleaſed ;. the farmers-general, how- 
ever, offered ſuch price as they thought proper, much 

below the value, and the Americans were not permitted 

cher the tobacco. 55 
bare 
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have been Fae ar. Britain imported the fire 
or ſix years before the war, between go, ooo and 
1oo, doo hogſheads ;*. a good deal of robacco was 
manufactured into Carots and ſent from London 
to Germany and Flanders, and lately to Quebec, 


* Tn the year 177 5, 55,965, 463 Ibs. of tobacco were 
imported into England, and 33,769,9861bs, were re- 
exported. The ſame year 45,863, 154 lbs. of tobacco 
were imported into Scotland, and 30, 324,301 lbs, were 
re- exported. Very nearly, or the whole of the tobacre 
trade, carried on in Scotland, was at Glaſgow, and 
wanted only a fifth of being equal to the whole import 
into the reſt of the iſland, Glaſgow had, in a great 
meaſure, commanded the tobacco trade; her merchants 
had their factors in Virginia; the planters were deeply 
in debt to the merchants of Glaſgow, and if the latter 
had not fortunately had a large ſtock in hand when the 
war broke out, (the value of which roſe extremely) 
they muſt have been ruined; It has been ſaid, that the 
great debt of the planters to Britain was no ſmall motive 
towards the quarrel. 

The value of tobacco at ad. 214. md 234.2 ad 
pound, exported from North America in the year 1770, 
amounted, to 906;6371. 188. 14d, The quantity im- 
ported into Great Britain, and from thence exported 
to all parts, diſtinguiſhing the ſeveral countries, and 
the quantity ſent to each place, may be found in the 
Tables of the Appendix, The exportation from hence 

was in Britiſh veſſels, employing a great number of 
ſmall ſhips, and raifing many ſcamen for the navy. 
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Large quantities of ſnuff were likewiſe ſent to 


America, particularly to Boſton, but the principal 


part of the tobacco exported, was unmanufactured. 
France is ſuppoſed to conſume from 20 to 24,000 
hoglſheads, about 19 or 20,000 of late came from 
America. 

The uſe of tobacco has declined in England and 
America. One thouſand tons of tobacco was 


| exported laſt year from Peterſburg, and about 


500 tons from Riga and other parts of Ruſſia; it 
chiefly went to Lubeck and Holland; a conſi- 
derable part was returned manufactured. A large 
quantity, (the growth of the Ukraine) during 
the war, went to France through Holland, &c. 
Ruſſia ſupplied herſelf, but the conſumption is 
not very great there. Hamburgh had tobaceo, 
for common uſe, from Germany, and ſome from 
England. A conſiderable quantity is raiſed in 
Brandenburgh, on the Rhine, in the Palatinate, 
Flanders, and Holland. Flanders grows more 
tobacco than ſhe conſumes, Tobacco has lately 
been raiſed in the county of Cork in Ireland, to 
the amount of 4ol. per acre, America, during 
peace, may ſupply better than Europe; whether 
cheaper, remains to be ſeen. Labour is lower in 
Europe, manure more plentiful, and freight will be 
lefs. European tobacco is not in general ſo ſtrong 
por ſo high flavoured as American, which may 
ariſe partly from the ſoil, and partly from the 
manner of curing it. It certainly would be much 

better 
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better than it is, under proper cultivation and 


management. 1a America, tobacco is dried in 2 
houſe ; in Europe, in general, the flavour is ex- 
haled by drying in the ſun, At leaſt a ſufficient 
quantity might be raiſed in Europe, though per- 
haps not. of the beſt quality; or if we cannot 
have an advantageous trade for tobacco with Ame- 
tica,” we may encourage the growth round our 
factories in Africa. The ſuperior ſoil, and low- 
price of labour there, will give great advantage. 
It will, in ſome degree, civiliſe the natives, and 
encreaſe the demand for our manufactures there. 
The lands at St. Vincents and Dominica, and 
the inland parts of Jamaica, not proper for the 
culture of ſugar, are capable of producing as 
much tobacco as could poſſibly be made an ar- 
ticle of home conſumption, or foreign trade. 
While the drawback remains on the preſent 
footing, there muſt be a conſiderable loſs to the 
revenue by the manufacture of tobacco, Much 
water is uſed in it; the weight is encreaſed in the 
manufacturing, and by that means much more is 
payed as drawback on exportation, than the im- 


port duty on the leaf.“ The pteſent duty 8 


* An ner reduction on that account, made at 
the ſcale according. to the judgment of the ſhipping 
officer, from 10 to 25 per cent. has induced the manu- 
ſacturers lately to dry it in kilns erected for that pur- 


poſe, and to tender it for exportation now in a proper 
dry ſtate, 


tobacco 
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tobacco being above five-times the value, until it 
is raiſed by exciſe, the temptation to ſmuggle i 
will be very great. 


- 


VD 0. 


Teas of the American States, except aha Ca. 
rolinas and Georgia, produce this article; and it 
is of a quality inſinitely inferior to the - Spaniſh, 


Portugueſe, or French. Even the indigo raiſed 


on the Miſſiſſippi, is from 20 to 25 per cent. 
ſuperior to that of Carolina, and the quantity 
produced per acre near double. The cold ſeaſon 
comes on too early in Carolina to raiſe indigo to 
as great advantage; it is ſeldom cut above two 


or three times there; whereas on the Miſſiſſippi, | 
the planters begin to cut early in July, and con- 


tinue till December. The cultivation of indigo 
has greatly encreaſed within the laſt fifteen years 
in all the European ſettlements in America; in 
South Carolina it has been nearly doubled. In 
the year 1776, the produce of indigo, upon the 


Mliſſiſſippi, had encreaſed in two years from 


25,000 to 2 50, ooo lb. The planters, in the 
foreign colonies, have been greatly encouraged 
to extend the culture of this article, ſince the 


Trade of Carolina and Georgia has been ſhut up, 


und as the quality is much ſuperior to that of 
Carolina, it is probable the cultivation will be 
continued; if ſo, we have nothing to apprehend 
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tity was ſent to England, and moſt be taten in 
return for goods. The indigo of the Carolina 
and Georgia will anſwer only in the northern parts” 
of Europe, including Great Britaim and Trelaud z 
the' quantity of it, however, char goes to the 
Baltic is ven, 3 The Spaniards raiſe great quam 
rites of indigo in South America, particulafly ia 
the province of Guatimala, where indigo of the 
firſt quality is cultivated. The quantity of in- 
digo raiſed in the Portugueſe ſettlements encreafes 
very faſt, and if we may judge by the price, vin. 
148. per pound, it is better than | any ever yet 
ſent to market. The French alſo raiſe « large 
quantity in their Weſt- India iflatids; - which n 
much better than the n 8 

States. 
ü and 
Caidlineans to Jamaica, is found to ſucceed fo 
well there, that they have prayed the bopnry, 
formerly given on indigo raiſed in thoſe provinces, 
may be diſcontinued. Upwards of ten thous 
ſand flaves, belonging to the Loyaliſts, were re- 
moved from Georgia and Carolina to the Weſt 
Indies. In order to get immediate ſubſiſtance 
for them in Jamaica, their maſters ati firſt ler 
them out for hire, to de employed in the public 
works then carrying on for the defence of the 
iſlands; but that "buſineſs being over, they are 
. O now 


* e 
now employed in cultivating indigo, and there 
is the faireſt proſpe& of ſutceſs, the climate be- 
ing much better calculated for the raiſing indigo 
of a good quality, than the Carolinas. Jamaica, 
Dominica, and St. Vincents, might, in time, very 
well ſupply. all our demands. Tobago raiſes: a 
conſiderable quantity of indigo. If we. may 
judge from analogy, the Eaſt Indies muſt pro- 
duce the beſt indigo; but the European ſettle- 
ments in America, and the American States, pro- 
duce more than there is a demand for. The 
quantity imported in 1781 into England. from 
India was 24,3171bs. and in 1782, 25,5751bs,. 
Indigo exported in 1769 from America to 
Bini, and to no other place, wanne at 
. N 138. 1 W TT 
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No i States $904. 
r but the Carolinas and Georgia, | Spain 
and Portugal took a conſiderable quantity, but the 
great conſumption - of American rice is in the 
northern parts of Europe. All that went thither 
was firſt landed in Great Britain, and left a duty 
of 7d. + per cwt. that duty is now taken off, very 
| properly, by an order of Council, and American 
rice will ſtill come here in order to have a choice 


of the foreign markets, as they cannot know in 


America to what port in Holland or Germany 
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chants, by their correſpondence with the ſeveral 
parts of Europe, are well informed of. the ſtare 
of all the markets, and can judge how to diſtri- 
bute it to-the beſt advantage. It is not long 
fince that the Portugueſe turned their thoughts 
to the growth of rice in the Braſils; ſuch quan- 
tities are already raiſed there, that they have very 
little occaſion for any from the American States, 
from whence (before the war) they imported an- 
nually 30,000 barrels, . 

A ſhip lately arrived at Liſbon Sei South 
Carolina, laden with rice, the demand was ſo 
little for that article there, that ita would have 
been at a much better market if it had come to 
England. In a very few years the Braſils“ will 
be able, not only to ſupply the Portugueſe con- 
ſumption, but alſo other parts of the world; and 
the rice is of a quality much ſuperior to that 
raiſed in Carolina or Georgia. Rice of a better 
grain is produced in Africa, and may be to any 
extent. There ſhould be a ſmall difference of 
duty on rice N in other than Britin 
ſnipping. | 
Rice exported to Britain in 1769, 29.831 barrels,. 
Ditto to South of Europe, 32, 296 1 ditto. 

Ditto to Africa, 148 ditto, 


* Since the former edition, Portugal has prohibited 
e ory rae. 8 b 
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Rice exportcd to the Welt Lilies, 22,193 barrels, 
_ | and 53 bags.” 

Total exported from Pay a hal 
and 53 bags, at 21. 38. nn and e 
bag, 302. 60l. 28. d. 

This greatly exceeds any article of export bonn 
America, exeept tobacco, and wheat, including 
bread and flour, as may be ſeen in the Tables vf 
the Appendix. 
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dis: to he reduction of Canada, r ex- 
portation of ſurs was very conſiderable from the 
American States; but ſince 1763, it has been of 
no great conſequence, except deer ſkins. Theſe 
were exported to a very conſiderable amount 
from the ſouthern provinces, and as we have ceded 
Florida to Spain, this trade is entirely given up, 
and deer ſkins muſt be had from the American 
States, Canada not being able to furniſh a ſuffl. 
cient ſupply. Canada eannot now command the 
fur trade as before the peace. The principal 
| Indian country has wantonly been ceded to the 
American States, the command of the water com- 
munication by the great lakes is given up, with 
the upper poſts and carrying places, and ſome 6f 
thoſe forts which remain to us, are uſeleſs. The 
Indians bave long been uſed to reſqrt to thoſe 
poſts, and will not eaſily change. Our fide of 
Niagara is ſo mountainous, that it cannot have a 
- carrying 
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1 it is the moſt important paſs in 
America. Merchants houſes have been forming 
laſt ſummer. for the purpoſe of carrying on the 
Indian trade by the Hudſon, Mohawk, and Oneyda 
rivers, from Albany to Fort Stanwix: at Sche- 
necdady, there is a carrying place of twelve miles, 
the road very good; from the Mohawk river to 
the Oneyda river; which runs into Lake Ontario, 
the carrying place is only one mile. The treaty - 

declaring the center of the river of St. Lawrence, 

the boundary from the 45th degree to the head, 
is an expreſſion which may, and probably will, 
be taken advantage of, to the excluſion of this 
country, as an. iſland, which is a ſmall diftance 
above the 45th degree, ſeparates that river for 
nine miles, the great and principal body of water 
running. on the weft fide, which perhaps may be 


deemed the riyer, down which no boat can poſ- 


fibly paſs, owing to the violence and rapidity of 
the torrent; and the other fide of this iſland, 


being the only paſſage down the river, if yielded 
to the Americans, will give them the whole na- 


vigation to its ſource, by which Canada will loſe 
the fur trade upon the Welt fide of Lake Ontario, 
and a paſſage that way from the Upper Lakes, 
and. Fort William Auguſtus, and Frontinack, 
will. be rendered uſeleſs to this country. 

Our duties ſhould be entirely drawn back upen 
the exportation of / fars from Britain; if they be 
not, almoſt the whole of this trade may be chrown 


102 Furs and Pali.” 
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inte” the bande of the: Aubert States; for, in 
order to avoid duties, all the furs intended fot 
foreign markets, will be carried through them, 
whereas if the duties were entitely taken off, part 
would come through Quebec to this country, 
and be re-exported from hene. n 
It may alſo be good n eee e 
vpon furs from Canada, and our other northern 
colonies, properly certified to be ſuch, and even 
grant a ſmall bounty, for a time, to reer p. 
that trade under its late misfortune. 

There was ſome, though no very large quan- 
tity. of furs, (of the beſt ſort) imported from 
Georgia and Carolina into England. 

The value of furs exported to Britain in the 
year 1769, was 99,010l. 145. Skins 69, 2711. 17s, 
10&. The amount of hides pores from _ 
rica, was only 8091, n 

It is the buſineſs of a wiſe nation to PROVE 
every poſſible benefit. from her misfortunes. Ax 
we have now loſt, by the treaty of peace with 
the American States, ſo. much of the commerce 
of peltry, we ought to turn our attention to 
Hudſon's Bay, The trade thicher has long been 
juſtly. conſidered as a monopoly in the hands 
of a company of no broad bottom. It will, 
therefore, be but juſt policy in parliament, ta 
purſue the ſame rational meaſures with reſpect 
to the Hudſon's-Bay: Company, as was formerly 
N ds to the great African Com- 
Pany : 
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pany 3 Ms wo — 2 the chartered right 
of the Hudſon's- Bay Company in order to admit 
every trader to carry on his byſineſs within the 
wide extended limits of their charter, upon pay- 
ing a {mall 0 towards an the W 


FLAX-SEED. 


This article was exported from the American 
States to North Britain and Ireland only; no 
other country: in Europe is in want of it, nor can 
Ireland be furniſhed with it to ſo good advantage 
from any other part of the world: for though it 
may be had from Flanders,“ and in the Baltic, it 
is in ſome reſpects dearer, and muſt be paid for in 
money, inſtead of linens, which are exchanged for 
it in America. The ſeed from Flanders is very 
indifferent, becauſe the flax is pulled while green, 
for the ſake of having it finer and better. Riga 
ſupplies a- conſiderable quantity of the * 
ſeed. That for aid cames from Archangel, 'Fetes- 
TI ns * | 


+. e e bee fires heres . 
the way df preſerving their own flax ſeed, and it has 
been found to anſwer ſo well, that nn 
tatjone will be Joſs ! 
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To Britain 17,811 buſhels. 
To Ireland 1999016 8 
rern O t £277 5 13; 7 
nein 36740 6 
Nova Scotia and St. John's iſland appear to be 


fit for flax, the trials in St. John's iſland * 


Encouraging. 
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mines the ore, however, is fo ſuarce in Virginia, 
that almoſt all that is uſed there comes ftom 
Maryland. The high price of labour in the Ames 
rican States would: not have permitted the expor» 
tation of iron, without, the advantage of enter. 
ing free into Britain in competition with foreign 


iron, which pays a very heavy duty, as ſtated, 


Note, page 3. We. ſent from this country Ruſ- 
fian, Swediſh and Britiſh bar iron to a great 
amount, particularly to the Northern Colonies 3 
and it was ſold: cheaper than iron made there 
or brought from any other part of America. 
Canada has plenty of iron mines. The only 
argument that can be uſed in favour of fol- 
ſering iron to be imported duty free from the 
American States, is, that it may come in the place 
of money in return for our manufactures, and 
forme think that it might, in ſome degree, prevent 
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OY Ae toy 
— 
the sener F ben n A mere. The Guss- 


tity, ko from thenee, has tot been 
con{iderible,” und the diſtinction may Sire vm. 
brage tothe ef » Rhode Inland; M 


and New Hampſhire expotec Itete iron. The 
States" to'the Suh tur u Rbode Mah imported 
little iron} moſt oT them ED ed. But althougR 
the Middle ' Cdlontts/ exported” iron in Pigs, und 
in bars, (che heavye Net) en ie iron of othet 
countries, when Hijpbrted iilte thxg acting as un 
extraordinary bodiity v Amerids) they imported 
their hoes; ces arid WÞ forts,” St/ of. che moſt 

heayy and cbm: bels. i O 

Exported from Americh, \princiſMpths Middle 
Provinces, in T76y, 

Bar iron 2475 tons, at. agli per . 

Caſt iron 11 dittts, 4 1 fk U 6 
den e Gitte, at gl. Se ''i 17 26 5 
ont 3 Wi T9169 e e & 0 1a ot 20 

» 201, uu 2 x" + 0 nagt 
41170209 15620 g1;6 „ 
h krete por 5 yaa dein. Nova 
Seotin or CAnadg previous te che War; But gt m 
ny to greater advantage in thoſe provinces 

than elſewhere, ip America, on account of the 
plenty of, pod, and owing to tbe greater Guss- 
tity of fuel confumed there during a long and ſevere 
winter. Aſhes of an excellent quality have, dur- 
ing the Far beep imported from Quebec. Ja 
ſome of the "American States, firing 

FT 8 


406 er 40 
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ſcarce... It is a well-known fact, that the cheapeſt 
fuel that could be procured io the to of Boſton 
before the war, was, coals from Newcaſtle ariſing 
from the advantage of being carried out as. ballaſt 
Fuel i 1$ fill dearer at New Vork. £57 5H bg: 
To encourage our on collieries and carrying 
trade, we muſt ſtill continue to prevent the. get - 
ting of coal on the iſland of; Cape Breton, | where 
there is plenty eafily. go he got, above the level of 
the ſea. The coal is differently repreſented; 
langen i is nag, 2 good quality. x. 
Fot aſh exported from Amętien jn 1769 
To Britain, 2 tend. 8 ges 


een . K „ 4 
N — 2 29301 914 
Total 6715 nou 1 


Which, at 221. 10s. — ws. amounts to 28007]. 
If it will not cauſe jealouſy, it may anſwer to 
us to ſuffer pot aſh to enter duty free from the 
American States, as it will be in in return for our 
manufactures; if we take it from other countries, 
perhaps. it, may be paid for in money, It ſhould 
be confidered, whether the een. make 
amends for the loſs of revenue. oy. em 


” The prices 'nhith' are put to the te articles 
export from America, are rhe vetze us The pert 
of exportation, in Rerling monty. 

be above articles comprebend ES the whole of 


the N from the GM, States Ui the growth 
of 15 Ye country. MY A 25 
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The 4 ee by the. "HOOD States 

. nne Foreign:Weft Indici (tp 
the amount of. eee 
— following, Wan} 5 ic 
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ie difference « of price between French, Daniſh 
and. Dutch, and Britiſh. Weſt-India ſugars, was ſo 


WR Hh os Malk the ſugar, regularly en- 
ed, came m the foreign iſlands, and wag 


proce notwithſtanding the dug of 65. per 


. foreign ſugars. In 1769, were im- 
ported 46,673 ct. of foreign brown, at 1]. $8. 
and of foreign white-or 1 3 | 
tog, 59 owt, at al. 54. 
a of Britiſh — 49.673 ewt. at 115 I;%, 
and of. clayed, 8; et. at al. 58. the foreign inde» 
pragepr, of the dury.z but it js ſuppoſed that above 
two-thirds of the ſugar conſumed in America was 


foreign, that which was ſmuggled is computed to 
have incurred ch F. equal to half the duty, be- 


ſides the expence it in a clandeſtine man- 
Ae Suribach. o It ſeems 
that our, fugars. could Son 2ove. hay taken, but 


s _—_ 
"INTIMA 281 Of 2I0, 


net ee ue hit ber r will not be 


| taken for conſumption in the American, States, and 


that they only mean to be carriers elſewhere, if per- 
ited ve ge t9 one each, 
B 2 | thro? 


— 


108 MOLASSES. 


thro' the advantage of birter. The American States 
cannot expect that they ſhould be ſuffered to take 
this artidle from our iſlands'; velther Hollknd'dbr 
France will ſuffet them to carry ſugeri Tots their 
potts iq the Wielt. Indie. The licente given 
lately by the Court oi ,France' to etect ſogar 
houſes to refine 3,000,000 pounds of ſugar in 
 Martinico for. the: American marltet for a limited 
time, cannot and will not be_ conſidered as a fa- 
vour by the States, dhe tanhot A avail 
thetnſclves of ir, having” any "Trefltierice*of Ithölt 
own. No RI allowed by Fratice'&s be 
raw ſo e v0 M0 $082 bates 

820 8 Gch has made, in the article of te. 
Hoke? ſugar; » difrrimiupdch in fyduf Uf - 
Spain, Holland, Denmark and Sweden; of bie 
hundred per gent; duty. The tefined' fugar bf 
rhe Britiſh" Plantations belag fubjeted ww double 
duty, aud the raw ſognts to 45 per cent. more 
than the foreign; ſurely rhIF conduct does not 
eutitle kale States to 40 induſgence in trading to 
but iflands. "The difcritainatjon, r 75 a 
obus g jy "uouocgaly. 76 'W 1} it. # 7 | 


. 203 Head. ley > 242% T u Dini 2 
e ttb 2 4 Ji wi 1123 16. 232322 202 . 
2 2111 N. £. L s 2 22 f 
$23 2% £339 2 Aue tit 100 by 
| Are of very great Ie l Arte 
States, og de, Air mer gus. 1 


6/154 7 54. ' 4. — * ny Hei: ar FEW; 29} £934 4 
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and the extenſive commerce carried on by means 
of the rum made out of them. Theſe were purs 
chaſed nd imported into the Americen States 
from the Fitokhr iſanda. and from Surinam in 
great quantities Ie Britiſn Weſt- India flasch 
prudently-dift} their own: molaſſes, and;campaira- 
tively: with the fareign iſlands; export an incanti- 
derable quantity. Very little gat. m nur idbnds, 
except qumaica. Ia 17693 :31g80; t.4agations! of 
foreign, and only 4199,78 gallons of Beitih:mo> 
laſſes were i taported inte Nortit Amerita. I= Be; 
fore the / Americans were allowed to gd to. che 
French iſlands for molaſſes, (they are not ali wed 
to: carry away! apy thing elfe) id whs | an object 
with the French ſugar plamer, to cuntrive to get 
rid of his molaſſts' by conveying it in the fea; 
ot! tro-ſomie- waſte, while) the Binifh planter con: 
verted his into rum. When the New: Englanders 
were fitſt permitted to carry om this trade from 
the: foreign iſlamds, they paid only a-ſmall triſle 
for the £3 .or ga. per hogthend e they 
art: fill, very: cap ſidertibly! cheaper chew in the 
Britiſh iſflagds.#.:;/T be' Alnjeritans; who fold their 
cargoes: in Gut iſlinds, aſed fo tale the imoney; 
1 „ _ * * 

E „ais Ii; 

\ When — were re * 87 Kir 

they were ſold from 8d. to 10d. per -gallon, Great - 
quantities of molaſſes were exported ftom Guadaloupe 
into Dominica. inn er 
a6 te and FOE TR 
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it out in molaſſes, cc: This has been a ſertous ebm 

plaint a Jong time. 

- 'The former edition of — laid, 72s | 

duty on the importation! of | mblaſſes into out 

colonĩes ſhould be taken off, but on fuller in · 

q veſtigation, it ſeems better policy to prolibit the 
|  inaportation of foreign molaſſes, and toi continue 
the duty on Britiſn. The ſyſtem · of encouraging 

a ſtaple commercial artiele of. one plantation or 
colony, - in another, where it is hot natural, and 
which has its proper ſtaples,” ſeems very ertone- 
ous... The connection between our: Weſt· India 
Hands and continental .colonies, would be bettet 
maintained by exchatiging rum, ſugar, &c. for 
flour, fiſh, and lumber, than by raiſing. an unna- 
rural competition in rum diſtilleries, and encous 
raging our colonies to diſtreſs each- other.“ By 

preventing the importation of foreign molaſſes, we 
certainly deprive: our continental colgnies. of an 
but thoſe colon ies will, with other Britiſh. ſub 
zjects, have a great advantage in return, by the 
monopoly of our Weſt⸗ India markets, in inany 
eſſential -arricles; The greateſt and ſirongeſt ob- 
jeidion is, that the New England rum, bad as it is, 

is preferred by the Canadians, and lower ranks; 

| if is Rrongery and ber en. cherer t n the 


onde fame pringiple; jt dt be teren ens 
to encourage r ſom corn, in our 


American colonies. ee . 


2 diſ- 


3s 
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diſcauraging diſtilleries in dur remaining Northren 
eee New: - 
— zul «& iis 51.9012 87 

The quamity of ſoreign malaiies impertat ta ö 
Amgics anterior to the war, was even, as appeaty 
by | the; Cuſtom - houſe books, greater, than the 
quantity -.of- Britiſh rum conſumed there“ but 
the lattet being free, and the former ſubject to a 
duty of more than 20 per cent. upon the prime 
coft, we may teaſonably add to the Cuſtom-houſe 
account of the molaſſes, one third. The con- 


ſumption of this article, undiſtilled, was wery 


trifling, except in the fiſhery: and New England, 
K 666 
et e . 679% 
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- thi og of hs dude kn and Kon- 
ſumed in the American States, greatly Exceeded 
any other article of the We- India produce im- 
ported i into thoſe States: with this circumſtance, 
that of the other articles, a patt was re-txported, 
iel ly the rum made out of he motuſſes, 


£ Ot 


* 4 „ 
1332 


— a Y 


One hundred ER i ae puke | 
one hundred gallons of rum I cha better ſort ll make 
one bundsod and five gallons. In che Wem [pdics, in 
crop time, the ſcum of the ſugar, added to 8 
lafſes, with produce ed and fifteen, or an hun» 
dred and — — — 12 a conſiderable 
advaitage to the Weſt - India diſtilleties ; however the - 


Atmnerieaps diſpute the fact. a 
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Nova Scqtia, to Newfoundland, to Canada, und 
to the middle colonies, and a large quantity fot 
the ſupply of the Southern Indians. It. was much 
cheaper,” aud greatly, inferior toithat of the Weſt 
Iadies; but the rum imported from the latter 
was cbnſpmed in the country, and except ia ſmall 
quantity from Demerary of @ pd quality; and 
tome from Santa Crur pf a very indifferent qua- 
liry, the whole was; and may ſtil} beg imported 
from the Britiſh! Weſt-India iflands. The rum 
from Santa Cruz is generally gd. or Ad. per 
gation cheaper than our Weſt. India rum. Within 
ten years the. quality uf our rum has been con» 
ſiderably improved. The only burdens on the 
exportation of it from our iſlands, are the 4 f per 
cent. duty, which is about 6s. per hogſhead, and 
an abſurd powder duty, raiſed by the Weſt- rm 
fcmblics, that Tomerimes amounts 1 one | 
of "freight, it; e raiſed * on the tannage. 
The F rench make. ery, ile rum, and that of 4 
| bad quality :. * it might interfere Ll their 
brandits they have: 985 encouraged Wi! 0 the 
year 1769, 2,834,732 gallons "of rum, value at 
25. 3d. 318, Hogl. : 124. were imported into. Ame- 
rien be Dutch and French iands, and ſettles 
weste on the Wh, nut tho demand os 


mee tend 9 ama tht ne hat 
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than the clamour on the ſuppolition of lofing zhe 
rum trade which, our iflands had, The oompeti- 
tion with our iſlands will be exactly the ſame whe- 
ther the molaſſes are diſtilled in the foreign iſlands, 
or on the continent of America. It is the intereſt 
of the American States, and not our buſineſs; to 
diſcourage the diſtillation of molaſſes in the foreign 
ifands. It would-be ruinous to New England in 
particular z and hen the encoutagements®* lately 
beld out in the French iſlands to eſtabliſh, diſti 
leries, are wſcd as an argument for the, purpoſe of 
frightening us into conceſſions, they can , only, be 
attended to by the moſt ignorant. a 

The following is the quantity of rum | exported 
from North America in the year 1769. this trade 


will enen | 


Bray Gallons; 
To Grea Brit - $1-#4 4 26,974 
Pond one $15 v1 71 1 HH} 2,020 = 
- Africa N 46 | 32, 68 3 17 
The Welt Indies "+> — - 12,027 


673 Carried over is — 376575 


14 


„Even if che Adrantages held out to the Amie. 
cans in the French iflinds were not deluſivej uvlefs 
they were gratited for, a longer period than hitherto 
offered, it will not be worth their embarking to a large 

extent, and the obtaining a quentity and yerfeion uf | 
quality conſequently. would be prevented... 
Wk @ EE To 
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med in this trade at leaſt, by the diſmember- 
ment of the American States. If any new com 
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Ms Brought over i gu ih 776, 7% 
; To Newfoundland N 03,19 
| | Canada a e * | 245, 
| ; Nova Scotia TE * * 1,3% é 


- 1 % * 
— * 


nr 
while PIO from the American 3 


ate not very toofiderabte, when compared with = 


their importations of rum, and their own diſtiha- 
tion of moluſſes; 1 
portation of the latter already that they 


diſtilled above a third more than hey 


imported. | 
It is abfurd to foppoſe, that the DOR 
would confine thettifelves to rhe uſe of our Welt 


India rum, even if we were weak enough to give 


them every advantage held forth im the bill which 
gave riſe to theſe obſeryations. The Americans 
would certainly go to the cheapeſt tnarkets ; but 
they will require the ſame quantity they did be- 
fore, conſequently there will be the ſame demand; 
and they muſt have it from our iſlands, as they can 
not have à ſufficient quantity elſewhere. It is well 
known how much the Jamaica and Grenada rum 


is preferred by them. As our Weſt-India iflands 


will be entitled to the monopoly of the rum trade 
with our temaining colonies, they will be -bene- 


* be farſed' 1 in this trade, the mono- 
. poly 


” Bb £A =. 


c 


COFERE TT 


———— —— — 

poly in queſtion would doubly.compenſgte, The 
quantity of rum conſumed in auf fiſheries, and 
remaining . colonies, is very great indeed; and 
through Canada, the inland parts of the American 
provinces will be partly ſupplied. If our rum ſhould, 
be prohibited there, the Americans will be grati- 
fed by the opportunity of ſmuggling. The quan- 
tity of North · American rum, imported into our 
remaining colanies, has already been ſtated, , The 
quantity of Weſt- India rum, imported the ſame 
year into Newfoundland, was only 6,766 gallons, 

To Canada - 22, 323 ditto, 

To Nova Scotia -. 7,426 ditto, 


It may be added, that the quantity of rum, 


conſumed in our remaining colonies, has much in- 
creaſed ſince 1769, and certainly will inereaſe very 
much in future. The importation of North-Ame- 
rican rum, therefore, muſt be prohibited, as. is 
will create a demand for Weſt-India rum, and 
promote the carrying trade between the Welt 
Indies and our n 1. | 


COFFEE 


Conſiderable quantities of cafes were uſed in 
Ameriea, particularly in the Southern and Middie 
Colonies, where the pooreſt peaſant uſed it, as it 
was cheaper than the loweſt priced tea; ſome fo 
low as '6d. ſterling per pound; moſt of it was 
* and ſmuggled. In the year 1769, -44073 


Q 2 wt. 
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E — 
ewt. If Britiſh, at 84; (which paid duty) and 
23 ct. of foreign coffee, 1 — 
Imported, 

It may be here obſerved,” that no very ac- 
curate idea can be formed of the imports of 
America, where the article was liable to high 
duties, affording a temptation to the ſmuggler : 
the extent of moſt of the ports, or rivers lead- 
ing to ports, affording almoſt uninterrupted op- 
portunity, where the inhabitants were nn 
— to Em. * and 9 | 


geen 


Wes pin and W Bae: in the 
ſame manner as coffee; 112,866 Ibs. of Britiſh, 
at 6d. and 185,212 lbs. of foreign, at the ſame 
price, -were imported into the We States 
in 1769. 

CE: £01; 

The quantity of Britiſh cotton imported into 
the American States, in the year 1769, were 
259,208 lbs, at 10d. and of foreign cotton, the 
ſame year, were imported 317,435 lbs. This was 
chiefly uſed in the home or family manufactures 
of the country in the Northern States. Virginia 
and the Carolinas raiſed, of a coarſe kind, more 
than a ſufficiency for their own ule, - 


SALR 


If 147 ] 


* a 


50 WTV. N 
vt 144 GA 


of ih in be year e des lo- 
ported, from the ſouth of Europe, 608, 100 
buſhels at 18. and from the Weſt Indies, 527,785 
buſhels/at the ſame price. | That from the Weſt 


LET. 


ladies was particularly: uſed for butter and pork $ 


it came from Sal Tortuga; it was not fo} much the 


production of labour, as of the heat of the ſun, and 


was collected by the Bermudians and others, and 
ſold at a low. price to the ſhips from the conti- 
nent; and not unfrequently the crews of the ſhips 
collected it themſelves, and were at no n ex · 
n than their n _ a 
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The Articles AS tt = ladies from 
North America were the following, viz, 


nge for the Salle and Dranght.”. 8 


ebe 1769, 6398 horſes* were imported 
itieo/the Briciſh and foreign Weſt Indies from Neth 
Americi.'- A very good! kind of horſe was in- 
troduted from Canada, very excellent for the 
ſaddle, Horſes for draught, and for the ſugar 
works,” are cflentially neceſſary in the Windward 
Iſlands, and they alſo may be had from Canada 
reaſonably. They are ſmall, but very ſtrong und 
hardy. It is faid, however, that horſes from the 


Southern Colonies, being uſed to a warm climate, 


are preferred. A conſiderable number of mules go 
from Barbary to the Windward Iſlands : they are 
reckoned very good, Some are brought from the 
Spaniſh main, and ſome from Porto Rico. It is 
thought, it would anſwer to ſend horſes both for 
dravght and ſaddlefrom Great Britain and Ireland. 


Flour and Bread, or Biſcuit. 


No wheat is ſent from America to the Weſt 
Indies, except a very ſmall. quantity for poultry, 
or ſuch uſes. In the year 1769, 160 buſhels of 
wheat were exported from North America to the 
Weſt Indies; but 12,730 tons of flour and bread 


The greater part went to the foreign Weſt- India 
ſettements. 


Were 


. ER 
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were exported from thence, in the yea i yo, into our 
lands. Ay Wheat has been for ſeveral years paſt, 
and previous to the war, cheaper in Canada chan in 
the American States, and ud the New: York and 
Philadelphia mils were ten years ago ſupplied with 
40,000 quarters from Canada, there. can be mn 
doubt chat theſe articles will come cheaper from 
that province, when a ſafficient awmber of 00m 
mills are erected, than from the American States. 
Canada will then be able to ſend her flour imme- 
diate ly to the place of conſumprion, without paſſing 
through the medium of New York and Phila- 
delphia, leaving a great profit at choſe places. 
Sotme are of opinion, that, on a medium, Great 
Britain and Ireland could ſupply our Weſt- India 
iſlands as cheap as the continent of America; 
certainly at this time they can, The caſe has been, 
and more probably than before, it will be the 
caſe in future, that Bricain can ſupply her iſlands 
wich grain at a cheaper medium price, for ſeven 
or ten years, than America has done, or probably 
can do; for the conſequences of the late-revolu- 
tion in America muſt be an encreaſe of Wie value 
of labour, and the dearneſs of every ſtaple com- 
modity, among other cauſes, through the num- 
ber of people that their armies, and other eſta- 
bliſuments, have drawn away from productive 
employments, and various other circumſtances, 
have diſperſed. Frauce has the good policy to 
— her own agticulture by prohibiting the 

impor- 


Salted B Salted Pork. 
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importation of theſe; articles from foreign couns 
tries into her iſlands; or any other articles which 
the mother country can ſupply. „n btw dar 
Nova Scotia, or St. John's iſland, anger For 
ſome time ſpare: much grain, as they are new 
ſettlements. They plant ſummer wheat as in Ca- 
nada; but from the ſhortneſs of the ſummer, and 
becauſe the planters are not in good order ſuf- 
ficient to take all advantages gf the ſeaſon, and 
ate Hot acquainted as yet with all the adequate 
methods that may be known in a more advanced 
ſtate of ſettlement, the ſummer wheat, ig apt. to 
blaſt; the ſettlers, therefore, act injudiciouſſy in 
giving themſelves up ſo much to the culture of 
wheat. Theſe countries grow fine | barley, good 
.rye, and tolerable. oats ;- and as theſe grains are 
not ſubject to the acczdents peculiar to new- 
ſettled Northern Countries, they ſhould therefore 
pPrincipally cultivate them and peaſe, at leaſt for 
the preſent. Lower Canada grows ſummer wheat. 
Higher Canada, which is the great granary, grows 
both ſummer and winter wheat, ©: 


| Salted Beef, Salted Pork, Butter, Candles, and 
; 3 ; - Id; 3 N i 177 
No quantity of beef was expotted from any 
, colony but Connecticut. The merchants of | New 
Tork, Philadelphia, and Rhode Iſland, were ſup- 
plied from thence and New Jerſey, American 


_ a. hn 


Vu Beef, Salted Pork. +4t 
beef is good when it bas a quick paſſage to che 
Weſt Indies, but the barrel, when once opened, 
muſt be quickly uſed, leſt it become rotten, 
Maſſachuſetts falted ſome for exportation and for 
the navy, of an inferior quality to that of Ire- 
land, and not ſo well cured. There is but little 
in Virginia. The beef of the provinces ſouth: of 
Pennſylvania, is not good. Connecticut ſupplied 
more than alf the other American States The 
Southern States make very little uſe of ſalted 
beef; they have but few. ſhips to victual, and 
theit ſlaves are fed on Indian corn and rice? they 
export a ſmall quantity. On the back part of the 
Ge and Georgia great herds of cattle" are 

bred, very ſmall and lean ; they run wild in the 
od the mildneſs of the winters enables 
them to live without expence. The ſettlers futten 


-as many in the incloſed paſtures and meadows, 


as they want for home conſumption,” and they 
are uſually fat in the wood paſtures in October. 
However they ſuffer very much from the fly, 
which "greatly checks their fattening © Tbe 
wild cattle, when lean, are ſold for a guines, or 
a guinea and a half, to perſons yho drive them to 
Pennſylvania, where they are fattened for the Phi- 
ladelphia market. The want of a demand may 
be the cauſe why the ſettlers on the back part of 
the Carolinas and Georgia have not as yet im- 
proved the breed of cattle, and fattened them for 
exportation. Their attention has been given to 

| R their 


Salted Reef,” Salted Parks: 


their, ſtaple articles—rice, indigo, tobacco, and 
Indian corn: but haying fine paſtures in the back 
country, there ſeems to be nothing to preyent 
them, when there is a ſufficient demand in their 
ſea ports. It is nut long ſince they diſcovered 
they could make as good pork as their northern 
neighbours, and they can afford it one third 
cheaper; their winterg being mild, ther is 
no exgence attending the bags till they, are fully 
grown; and Indian corn, the beſt food far. them, 
is, 30: per cent. cheaper in the Southern than 
Northern States; but the American pork. in general 
is, nat. of a good quality. Some has the ſame 
fiſuy taſte we diſcover in wild fowl, Which is 
generally imputed, to their being fed upon fiſh, 
The. Byrliagton, pork, however, is very good. The 
hams are well taſted, but lean; theſe, were braught 
to the Weſt, Indies in ' confiderable,. quantities. 
The Carolinas raiſe ſuch, a prodigious, quantity 
of hogs, and can, feed them at fo little expence, 
as before mentioned, that, paxk can be affarded 
chere much cheaper than from England and Ire- 
land, but it is by no means ſo good as that ex- 
ported from the latter; it does. not, keep ſo. well. 
The fat of the Carolina pork. is ſoftex,, Our te 
maining colonies, are not. 20 yet fax, enough ad: 
vanced to afford pork, for , exportation, but their 
beef and masken, hptier, Aer. at füße 
to that of the more Southern Provinęes. 

! * however does not keep- ſo 
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Hanel Bett, Salted Perl. f 
well as the Jrifh ; falt batdens it, and cats up 
the fat and juices. At preſent, beef undoubt- 
edly may be imported cheapeſt and beſt into the 
Weſt-India iſlands from Ireland, where the ſate- 
ing of it is better managed than in any part of 
the world ; however, the price is greatly taiſed 
within thirty years. Cattle are raiſed and 
fed cheaper there, and even in England, than 
in any other of the maritime” countries in Eu- 
rope. The ſouthern parts of Europe are not 
good paſture countries for cattle; and in the 
northern, 'the great ſeverity of the winters give 
England and Ireland the advantage. Some good 
beef is imported into St. Croix and Euſtatius 
from Holſtein. Cheeſe has been ſent to the weſt 
Indies from America. The countries that can 
raiſe and feed cattle the cheapeſt, can in general 
afford to underſell others alſo in the articles of 
butter, candles, and ſoap. . Very little American 
butrer is ſent to the Weſt Indies; it very ſoon 
ſpoils on being expoſed to the air; and as the 
ſame may be ſaid of their beef, neither of them, 
at leaſt for ſome time, are likely to become ar- 
ticles of commerce, ſo as to interfere with lreland. 
The Southern States muſt take ſome butter, ſoap, 
and candles from Britain and Ireland. The Weſt 
Indies will take a large quantity of thoſe articles 
and ſalted beef.“ A conſiderable quantity of can» 


* In 1775 Jamaica imported from Ireland, beef, pork, 
butter, and herrings, to the amount of 79,8101, 
R 2 


14. SALTED FISH. 
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dles and ſoap uſed to go from England to Ames 
rica. Our iſlands were never well ſupplied with 
ſoap from England; they got a conſiderable quan- 
tity. from the Dutch. There is a drawback on 
exportation of 1d. per pound on candles, and 
xd. on ſoap. If the trade with the Weſt Indies 
ſhould' be laid open, Britain and Ireland may loſe 
the ſoap and candle trade. Ruſſia exported 350 
tons of * laſt article, in 1782, to different parts. 
She has lowered the duty on candles when ex- 
ported. As our Weſt-India iſlands have the 
monopoly of the Britiſh and Iriſh markets, it is no 
more than equal, that they ſhould take from ug 
whatever we can ſupply ; though perhaps they 
might get ſome articles cheaper elſewhere, That 
we might get Weſt. India produce much cheaper 
than theirs, is well known. 

Exported in the year 1769 from North America 
to the Britiſh and Foreign Weſt Indies, 
Beef and pork, 3036 tons, 6 cwt. (of which to 
| the Britiſh iſlands 1250 tons.) 
Sap, 94.590 lbs. 
Candles, tallow, 65,500 Ibs. 
Cbeeſe, 49,144 lbs. R | 
Tallow (not in candles) 162,730 We, 
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From many circumſtances, can be ſent from 


Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and St, John's to 
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SALTER FISH, 125 
the Weſt Indies, cheaper than from the American 
States. Mackerel may be caught on the Britiſh 
coaſt and ſent to the Weſt Indies, nearly, if not 
quite as cheap as the Planters uſed to get them 
from the American States, allowing a bounty equal 
to the duty on the ſalt with which they may be 
cured. It may not be improper to allow a farther 
bounty on the exportation, as this buſineſs would 
employ a great number of ſeamen. Mackerel 
fiſhing is a conſiderable buſineſs on the coaſt of 
Nova Scotia; but it might be carried on as cheap 
in our ſeas with ſuch advantage. A bounty is 
allowed on herrings exported from Britain. Ire- 
land uſed to ſupply the Weſt Indies with Swediſh 
herrings ; but fince the Iriſh Parliament very 
wiſely refuſed the drawback on their export, the 
Iriſh herrings go there, and the quantity ſent is 
very conſiderable. Herrings alſo are ſent to the 


Weſt Indies from the Clyde; and it may here be 


obſerved, that the manufactures we export to the 
Weſt Indies not taking a tenth part of the tonnage 
which may be ſent to bring home the produce of 
the iſlands, the freight of fiſh, or other articles 
ſent from hence, will be very low. The fiſh from 
New England and the country adjacent cannot be 
put ig competition with the herrings ſent in great 
quantities from Scotland and Ireland, nor ſhould 
any regulation be made likely to affect this nurſery 
for ſeamen, which may be greatly increaſed with 
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Salt fiſh exported. to the Britiſh and Foreign 


Welt Indies in 1769: | 
Dried. Pickled, 


From Newfoundland 8823 qtls. 
Canada 2378 524 barrels. 
Nova Scotia 1864 644 ditto: 
I 3065 6964 


But the whole quantity exported from North 
America to the Britiſh and Foreign Weſt Indies 


was 184,955 quintals and 36,900 barrels. 


Ir can hardly be ſuppoſed, that any Engliſhman 


will wiſh to give any ſhare of our markets to 


rivals in the fiſheries. If any monopoly can be 
ſupported, this certainly muſt ; it is moſt eſſential 
to our marine, as well as to our commerce z and; 
if we allow even ſmall American veſſels with pro- 
viſions to come to our iſlands, they certainly will 
acquire this trade. The iflands muſt be ſupplied 
with ſh immediately from Newfoundland. The 
veſſels employed in this trade may return with 
rum in barter, or proceed to the ſouthern whale 


fiſhery; but at all events the Newfoundland 


fiſheries ſhould be encouraged from Ireland, the 
South and Weſt of England, the Weſt of Scot- 
land, the Orkneys, and Shetland, by bounties, by 
privileges, and by every means poſſible. It is 
repeated, that the whole proceeds of the New- 


foundland fiſhery were remitted to Britain, but it is 


laid not above a third of the hen ame fiſhery 
was 
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was remitted to this country, caſh or the produce 
of the countries to which the fiſh was carried, 
being taken in return to New Englanc. 

A great quantity, nearly a third of the fiſh of 
Amezits,. went to the Weſt Indies, including: the 
fiſh that will not do for European, &c. markets, 
which is ſent for the negroes; The loſs of the 
ſupply of our iſlands will certainly be as diſadvan- 
tageous to the Americans, as the monopoly of it 
will be advantageous to us. But as we have given 
the Americans (with what policy it is not neceſſary 
to mark) the fiſheries of Newfoundland, Noua 
Scotia, St. Lawrence, &c. which we denied to 
Spain: and Holland, they will have ſome ſhare in 
- that Fane PINE a to be coveted. by us. 
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* rom the great plenty of timber in Nora Scotia 
| and; Canada, and the beginning; ſcarcity of it near 
water carriage in the American States, moſt of 
theſe articles may be imported from the former, 
on better terms than from the latter. Hoops. for 
ſugar hogſheads are often carried from England. 
Ships. going to the Weſt Indies have only a light 
freight, and carry out this article; and it. will 
anſwer to carry from hence ſtaves and boards, and 
ey are of a ſuperior quality, Our ſugar ſhips 

might 
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might generally go out full, if all our ſtores wenf 
from Britain, particularly coals for the diſtilleries, 
oats for horſes, and other grain, and proviſions 
for the ſlaves. Great part of the rum puncheons 
are now ſent from England. As workmanſhip is 
dear in' the Weſt Indies, they are finiſhed here 
with iron hoops, and filled with proviſions or dry 
goods, by which the freight -of the puncheons 
are ſaved: The beſt American rum- puncheon 
ſtaves come from the Middle and Southern Colo- 
ties ; but they are conſiderably dearer than from 
other parts of that continent. At Jamaica the ſugar 
ſtaves are moſtly made on the iſland, The neceſſity 
the States will be under of exporting their pro- 
duce,. will oblige them to ſell to our ſhipping that 
may come for it, all forts of lumber. Timber 
cutting and the buſineſs of the ſaw- wills would 
greatly decreaſe, if they do not. There is little 
proſpect of new markets for them. Before the 
war, the Americans glutted the Weſt Indies with 
lumber to ſuch a degree, that this trade was 
ſuppoſed to be at its height. Nova Scotia will, at 
leaſt for ſome time, have little elſe to depend on 
but her fiſheries, and cutting of lumber, and it is 
found that province has plenty of white oak for 
rum- puncheon ſtaves, and red- oak ſtaves for ſugat 
and molaſſes caſks, with plenty of timber for all 
other purpoſes. Many faw mills are already ereft= 
ed in Nova Scotia, 


* 
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If Britain will grant a bounty upon lumber for 

a limited time from our remaining Colonies, they 
would ſoon ſupply our Weſt- India Iflands ;/ and 
ſuch a ſtep would alarm the Americans, leſt they 
ſhould looſe the whole of this trade. The idea 
of their wichbolding their lumber for any time 
from our ſhipping, is too triffling to require. at- 
tention. The great, quantity they ſent, for which 
they have no other market, is ſhewn in the tables 
of the Appendix. It varied from 40 to 60, 
million of fret, of which our iſlands took about 24 
million. The quantity of ſhingles exported from 
America in 1569, amounted ta 41,732,356 3 but 
our iſlands took only about 18 million. Bermuda 
veſſels were not calculated for cartying lumber, 
yet there were exparted from the Bermudas in the 
year 1769 to the Weſt Indies, brought from the 
continent, 45,770 feet. of pine plank, 171,620, 
ſhingles, and 11,100 ſpars, ' It is to be ſuppoſed 
the Bermydians will now build more proper vel. 
ſels for the lumber trade. ,, ,, . 
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A Oxen and Sheep, Poultry of every "Kind 41 
Ves Provifions, Oe. in the Nandi. 


A conſiderable number of oxen and ſheep have 
beew ſent from New England to the Windward 
Iſlands, but none to Jamaica ; mutton is not a ge- 


neral food in the iſlands; a good many ſheep are 
S however 


130 Live Oxen, Sheep, and Poultry. 


however bred there, and the mutton is excellent. 
Nova Scotia and St. John's may raiſe oxen ſuffi- 
cient for the iſlands, having fine paſtures. The 
Britiſh army and inhabitants in the town of Boſton; 
during the blockade in 1775, and 1776, were ſup- 
plied with freſh proviſſons of every kind from 
thence; ten years before, Halifax was in a great 
meaſure ſupplied from New England with freſtr 
proviſions ; and had not the demand during the 
war been ſo exceeding great, freſh meat would 
have heen under two-pence à pound in Nova 
Scotia from its own produce.” Poultry will. pro- 
bably be purchaſed as cheap in Canada as in 
the American States, as corn is as cheap or 
cheaper there. Near 4000 dozen of poultry” 
were imported into the Weſt Indies annually be- 
fore the war, chiefly by the Bermudians, who alſo 
imported large quifitities of onidns. In the year 
1769, 2887 live Men were ſent from North Ame- 
rica to the Britiſh and foreign Weſt Indies, and 
of thatnumber2032 went from Connecticut aſone. 
About 1000 went to our iſlands. The ſame year 
13,788 ſheep and hogs were imported into the 
Weſt Indies, moſtly from Rhode Iſland and Con- 
necticut; but of theſe, only about 4000 went to 
our iſſands. Abs 


_ 
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Rice, Indian Corn, and Tobacco. 


The quantity of rice which went to the Weſt 
Indies, and principally from South Carolina' and 
Georgia, was not in proportion to the quantity 
of Indian corn imported into thoſe iſlands. The 
latter came chiefly from Virginia and North Ca- 
rolina. The planters raiſed proviſions for their ne- 
goes in a great meaſure during the war, and it 
would always in a certain proportion anſwer. 
Bermuda veſſels will bring as much of theſe ar- 
ticles as are wanted cheaper than the veſſels of the 
American States, and they have been in the habit 
of ſupplying our iflands in a great meaſure. Indian 
corn may be raiſed as well in Nova Scotia and 
Canada, as in New England; but thoſe pravinees 
having had | hitherto little intercourſe with the 


Welt Indies, they neglected the cultivation of that 


article, 

Oats, beans, ſtores, and proviſions, to. a very 
conſiderable amount, go from Britain, and the ad- 
vantage of ſupplying them ſhould increaſe. The 
taking every thing however from the port of 
London, impoſes in ſome caſes an unneceſſary ex- 
pence on our iſlands, This ariſes partly from the 
advantage of aſſorting cargoes' in the port of 
London, and partly from the circumſtance of 
ſugar factors generally fixing themſelves there; 
but in many caſes ſtores and proviſions might 
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132 Rice, Indian . and Tobacco. 
be ſhipped from the ports that can ſupply them 
cheapeſt. 

None but manufactured tobacco is introduced 
into the Weſt- Indies for conſumption . there; 
nearly enough is raiſed in the iſlands for the 
uſe of the negroes : tobacco was firſt the growth 
of St. Chriſtopher's, and ſold in England about 
the year. 1630, for a Jacobus per lb. 

The quantity of rice imported, into the Britiſh 

and foreign Weſt Indies in the year 1769, was 
19817 caſks, 53 bags; moreover, 2847 buſhels of 
rough rice: the quantity imported/into-our iſlands 
varied from 7 to.15,000 caſſs. 
There were ſent the ſame year from Bermuda 
to ' oor iſlands, 10,503 buſhels of Indian corn, 
which had been brought from North America; 
but upon a medium, about 350,000 We were 
imported into our iſlands. f 


—  — —  — — 

As to the African trade, Congreſs and ſome 
of the general aſſemblies have declared againſt 
it, but the Carolinas and Georgia at leaſt, wuſt 
continue it, It is ſaid, negroes only can ſtand 
the work in thoſe hot climates. Rice, indigo, 
and tobacco cannot for ſome time, if ever, be 

raiſed to advantage without ſlaves, but the impor- 
tation by no qeans kept pace with the increaſe, 
the price of ſlaves was lowered before the war; 
flaves born in the country . were preferred, as 
ſeaſoned th the climate, The flaves purchaſed in 


ö 

˖ 
l 
5 
0 
5 
5 
Ss 


—— 

Africa by the American traders, were of an in- 
ferior low priced fart, The Americans never 
had ſuch of the ſlave trade to the iſlands, The 
Northern States may attempt to ſupply the con- 
tinent of America with ſlaves, for the ſake of 
diſpoſing of their rum, a large quanticy af which 
they uſed to ſend to Africa, but this, trade will 
now be difficult to them. If it mult be 
carried on, it ſhould be thrown into the hands % 
Briſtol, Liverpool, and Glaſgow, by allowi 
the ſlave ſhips on their return from the W 
Indies to bring back Tum, fo to be ſtored in the 
without being charged with any duty or expence 
but ſtorage. "This will open a new market for 
our rum, and will extend our trade to Africa; the 
number of negroes imported into North America 


in the year 4769; were 6391, amounting at gol. | 


each (which is a low price) to 255,640l. ſterling. 
It is not probable that all nations will give up this 
cruel trade:—benevolence is not ſo general ;—the 
trade is ſaid to be neceſſary ; but although it be 
advantageous to England, and even if it were in- 
finitely more ſo, the diſcontinuance of it is much, 


to be wiſhed, unleſs we can learn to treat the 


negroes. better, In ſome parts of America they are 
uſed better than in our Weſt-India iſlands, and 
the French uſe them ſtill better than the Ame- 
Ticans. | 5 


e 

— —Un̈u : 
From the foregoing ſtate of the imports aa en · 
ports of America, to and from Europe and the 
Weſt Indies, a judgment may be formed of heir 
natural courſe and tendency—of their impor- 
tance, —2nd of the meaſures that ſhould be adopt- 
ed by Great Britain; or. rather, it appears, that 
little is to be done, and our great care ſhould be, 
40 avoid diing miſchief. The American States are 
ſeparated from us and independent, conſequently 
foreign ; the declaring. and treating them as ſuch, 
puts them in the only ſituation, in which, they 
can now be; friendly, indeed, we may yet be, and 
well diſpoſed to them, but we would wait events 
rather than endeavour to force them; and, relying 
on thoſe commercial principles and regulations 
under which our trade and navy have become ſo 


That the American citizens are no longer to be conſi der. 


ed on the footing of Britiſh ſubjects is furdy put out of 
doubt, by their renunciation of allegiance to this country, 


ang by our ratification of the preliminary articles; but 
it ſhould be put out of all doybt by act of Parliament, for 
many weighty commercial as well as political conſidera- 
tions: confuſion may ariſe at our cuſtom houſes, and in 
cafe/of a future war, as the ſeamen of England might pre- 
tend to be Americans, not only for the fake: of higher 
wages, but to avoid the preſs, it is abſolutely neceſſary to 
mark the line of diſtinction between our ſubjects and theſe 
aliens.; alſo, it is incumbent to acknowledge as Britiſh 
ſubjects, thoſe faithful Americans and non. jurors, and 
all thoſe who may emigrate at leaſt within a limited time, 
into any part of the Britiſh dominions, and there take the 
. oaths of allegiance, | 
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great, Great. Britain will Joſe few of the advantages 
the poſſeſſed. before theſe States became indepen- 
dent, and with prudent, management ſhe will have 
as much of their trade as it will be her intereſt to 
wiſh for, without any expence for civil eſtabliſh- 
ment or protection. The States will ſuffer, they 
have loſt much by ſeparation.“ We ſhall regret 
the money that has been ſquandered, but it is not 
probable our Commerce will be much hurt, and 
it is certain the means of employing and adding 
to our ſeamen will be greatly increaſed, if we do 

not throw away the opportunity. 
The Navigation Þ act prevented the Dutch From 
being 


* Before the year 1776, ſcarce a man in America had 
the idea of ſeparation from this county. The wiſh of the- 
Americans, was independance of the Britiſh Parliament; 
but having taken arms, they went farther of courſe. The 
wiſh to be independant of Parliament, at leaſt as to interior 
management, was founded in good ſenſe; but the ad vantage 
will be found by no means equal to the diſadvantage of 
ſeparation.” If taxes had been raiſed in America by au- 
thority of Parliament, they would have been ſpent there. 
The only other advantage gained by America, is, freedom 
from having improper perſons ſent ſometimes from hence 
as governors, judges, comiſſioners, e. 

+ The Navigation act was firſt enacted in the time 
of the Uſurpation in 1651, and re-eaaQed on the 
Reſtoration with ſome variations, as appears by Scobell's 
Collaftions. The principle of this act was interwo- 
ven by Jamie I. and Charles I. into the colonial me . 


e i3b ) 
being the cartiers of our trade. The violation of 


felaxarion of that act in favour of the Weſt-India 
INands, or of the American States, will give that 


advan= 


The Parliament and Cromwell only enforced what the 
foregoirig kings had introduced. The Parliament of 
Scotland upon the re-enatment of the Navigation act 
dy the Reſtoration Parliament, thought their country 
ruined by it. They ſent to London three Peers to 
ſolicit a relaxation of it as to Scotland, but they did 


not ſucceed. From this anecdote it appears, that the 


Parliament and nation would not relax their favourite 
 fyſtem even in favouf of fellow-ſubjefts, which the 
Bcots then were, far leſs ought the. Parliament now 
to relax in favour of aliens and rivals in navigation, 
The tonnage of England in Elizabeth's reign (1581) 
was 72,450 tons, and the ſeameti_ of all kinds 14,295. 
At the time of the Reſtoration the commercial tonnage 
of the kingdom was 95,266 : on eſtabliſhing the Navi- 
gation act at that time, the tonnage augmented: iti 
fifteen years to 190, 3333 in twenty years more, that 
is, about the year 1700, it had increaſed to 27 3,6933 
in the year 150 it amounted to 609,798, aud in the 
1574, the year before the American diſturbances 

it had riſen to 796, 864 


ebene 266,288 


to find the 1 one third · 


— ——— 


1,665,152 
Ada one 150 for the tonnage of Scotlard, «= 71,010 


— — 


Britiſh commercial tonnage, — 1,4365162 


nrrigated (allowing a mtu to 4 N 08, 228 
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advihtage to the New Evglatder , and encous 
rage to the greateſt degree the werte of Ameticas; 
to the ruin of our own. "The bill, in its preſent 
4 | Tf A tate, 
At the time of eſtabliſhing the Navigation act; 
the foreign tonnage cleared outwards, was equal to 
half the Engliſh tonnage. About the year 100, it 
was conſiderably leſs than a fifth of the Engliſh. About 
the year 1725, it was little more than à . nineteenth 
part, In 1750, it was rather more than a twelfth part, 
and in 1774, it was conſiderably leſs than a twelfth, 
The immediate great effect of the act in queſtion, | 
and the gradual great effect fince, ſurely ſpeaks 
ſufficiently. Is it neceſſary to add more to 1 
Engliſhmen to ſupport that ineſtimable law! ! 
When the laſt edition of this pamphlet was * 
liſhed, the author had not then had the advantage of 
reading, The Eſtimate of the comparative ſtrength of 
Britain during the preſent and four preceding reigns, 
by George Chalmers, Eſq. Thoſe who wiſh for fuller | 
information relative to navigation, will there find it. 
The man the beſt informed will derive benefit from an 
attentive peruſal of it; the idle, and thoſe of many avo- 
cations, will find in a ſmall compaſs, and well ſtated, 
that which required great induſtry to draw from the 
beſt and. moſt authentic documents antl much good 
ſenſe and ability to arrange and illuſtrate, relative to 
ſhipping, trade, cuſtoms, coin, and population. 
And to them only, for none of the other ſtates 
have at this time any ſhipping; but the bill will, in the 
moſt effectual manner, encourage the ſeveral proyinces 
to raiſe ſhipping. Should the Weſt-India trade be laid 


T | open 
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ricap, States and our iſlands, relinquiſhes the gnly 


uſe and advantage of American Colonies, or Weſt, 


India Iſlands, the monopoly of their conſumption, 


and the carriage of their produce; for that object 
alone we eoutd be tempted to ſupport. the vaſt ex- 
pence of their maintenance and protection. Qua 
late wars have been ſor the excluſive trade of 
America, and our enormous debt has been in- 
curred for that object. Our remaining Colonies 
on. the Continent and Iſlands, and the favourable 
fate of Engliſh manufactures, may ſtill give us, 
almoſt excluſively, the trade of America, But 
| the bill grants the Weſt-Iodia trade to the Ame» 
rican States on better terms chan we can have it 
aurſelres, and theſe advantages are beſtowed, 
while local cireumſtances inſure many others, 
which it is our duty to guard againft, rather than 
promote. It makes it the intereſt of our mer- 
| Chants to trade under the American flag, Ship- 
ping may be had in America at much leſs original 
expence than is required. here, but the quality is 
greatly inferior.“ It alſo makes it the intereſt of 
| „ ur 
es er the Americay States, 
their allies, the French and Dutch, wilt avait them- 
ſelves of it, as they did of the Enpeitab i in Europe, and 
our iſlands wilt ſoon. be as much crowded with foreign 
ſhipping, as the port of Oſtend has ately been. 


»The timber, maſts, and yards are much cheaper 


tha 1 in England. Several particulars have been alrea- 
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our "remaining Colonies | in North Aue, (for 
whom no advantages are reſerved. by the, bill in 


queſtion,) to be as independant as the American 
mn in order to have their trade as open. 


Nr 28 243 
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dy tated under the article 7 ſhips built for ſale—that 
in the New- England States, veſſels are built and 
equiped from 71. 106. to 81. per ton, The ſhipping'sf 
the-middle-colonies were more eſteemed, and coſt per 
ton, timber and building, 41. total building and 
equiping from $1 to 8. 108. ,The ſhipping of the 
ſouthern provinces, the timber being live oak (of which 
however there is no quantity in America, and what 
therę ia, is confined to the Carolinean coaſt) coſt per ton 
31. 10d. and. frotn 41, 198. to 51. more for equipping. 
The ſhipwrights and caulkers had from 28. Gd. to 4s. 
6d. per day wages Philadelphia ſhipping is inferior to 


Fuge 


Carolina, much ſuperior to Virginia and New Tork, 


and greatly ſuperior to New England ſhipping. The 
medium Peace price in the river Thames for a veſſel 
about 300 tons, handſomely finiſhed and painted, is l. 
per ton, and about 1560 l. for maſts and yards. Rigging, 
ſtores, +&c- about three-fourths value of the hull. 
Veſſels built at Hull, Whitby, &c. about 30s. per ton 
leſs, Maſts and yards nearly the ſame, On our 
ſouthern and weſtern coaſt, ſhips are built for about 
208. per ton leſs than in the Thames. The ſhipping 
of out out-ports is equally good as the beſt American 
ſhipping, whoſe timbers are of live oak. The wages of 
an able ſeaman in America, are ten dollars, or 45 8. 


T 2 per 


all 
ol 
41 
| 
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It is the policy of France and Spain; not to ſuffer 


foreign veſſels to trade to their iſlands and colonies, 


per month. The common Peace wages of . in 
England, are from 25 8. to 308. per month. ” 
From this inveſtigation it might be doubted whe 
ther the Americans can nayigate cheaper than we 
can: yet, as to the value of the ſhipping, it may bs 
added, from good information, that ſo inferior i in gene· 
ral is the New-England ſhipping in materials, duitd- 
ing, And equipping,” that a veſſel which coſts 500. 
there, would, if well built in Britain, be worth 1600l. 
It is ſaid that the New Englanders uſed formerty to 


build for ſale, as low as 21. 108. per ton. It muſt only: 


be the New Englanders that can navigate cheaper 
than us. The ſea veſſels belonging to Philadelphia, re- 
giſtered and partly owned there; (England and Ireland 
having ſhares) never amounted to 280 ſail at any pes 
riod; regiſtered tonnage about 15,000, real tonnage 
about 22,000, yet it ſeems the general opinion of men 
well acquainted with the commerce of 'the Middle and 
Southern States, that in the Provinces from the Cape of 
Florida to Philadelphia incluſive, there are not 400 
 American-born ſailors, excluſive of maſters and mates. 


The United Provinces of Holland confiſting of about 


the ſame number of inhabitants as the American States, 
viz, two millions and. a half, - notwithſtanding they 
have ſo great a ſhare in the carrying trade, have not 
above eight or ten thouſand national ſailors at the moſt 


(part of theſe are engaged in the fiſheries, and having 


property, do not engage in war) the reſt of their ſailors 
are Germans, or from the north of 2 and may 
amount to 2 2520895 

| and 
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and our on maxims have hitherto. been. the ſame; 
but the bill, without the leaſt neceſſity, gives up 
this moſt 0s — and our 2 


"EEE 


neutral nations, s, chat they might take — — 
they poſſibly could for their navy, and to pre- 
ſerye their iands from ſtarving. The. conſe- 
quence would ſoon haye been the deſtruction of 
their naxy, as it was, for the time, of their trade. 
Ships from all parts went to their iſlands, and 
carried. the produce wherever they pleaſed, Weſt 
India produte became ſcarce in France at the time 
it way plentiful in the north. The revenue failed. 
France loſt one million and a half ſterling, and 
the ſame or greater loſs would have been annually 
repeated as long as the war continued. There was 
an end of the trade. There was no nurſery for ſea- 
men left, and if the war had continued, ſeveral ſhips | 
muſt have been laid upevery year for want of (ailors. 
Repreſentations came from Bourdeaux, Nantes , 
c. and immediately on the ſigning of the pre- 
liminaries, the permiſſion for neutral nations to 
go to her iſlands was withdrawn +: and fo jealous 


No leſs than twelve capital ' houſes in Bourdeaux, 
and in the other e e e e 
of a fortaight. 


+ The ſame was lene at the Havannah. 


had 


bed the Fleck been of the bade of f their” iMands, 
that before the loſs of Canada and Louiſbourg, 
thoſe Colonies were not allowed a direct trade to 
them, and France has had the good ſenſe, by tier 
treaty with the American States, to reg ug 
very thing we are ſeeking to give up 

By any violation or relaxation of the Navigation 
act, the act will be entirely loſt as to Ireland : 
that kingdom expreſſly adopted it only, as long as 
it ſhould remain unaltered; in Great Britain,” It is 
4 principal tie between the tuo ebüntries. But 
beſides the loſs of the act, as far as it confines Tre: 
land, we ſhould involve ourſelves moſt ſeriouſly 
with that kingdom in another raped.” ” Freland 
received, as a right, eyety advantage ſhe has lately 
acquired, except the participation of the monopoly 
of the Weſt-India conſumption of Britiſh products 
and manufactures; for that ſhe was thankful ; and 
in return, paſſed the act which encreaſed the 
duties on ſugars, and other Weſt-India' articles, 


; & France has ſince allowed the importation from Am e- 
rica into her iſlands of ſuch articles as the mother 


country cannot furniſh; this excludes American flour, 


and ſeems to include little more than lumber and ſome 
articles of provifions. The edi is ſo expreſſed, that it 
may admit of ſuch interpretation as the Governors of 
the iſlands may chuſe to put upon it. This uncertainty 
affords little advantage to the Americans has they had 
not before. 


and 
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and engages to augment them farther in propars 


tion to the duties which may in future be im- 


poſed upon them in Great Britain, and lays pro- 

hibitory duties on ſimilar articles from foreign 
iſlands. By this bill that monopoly would ceaſe. 
Deprived of the advantage, Ireland will think 
Britain has done away the conſideration that in- 
duced her to ſhut her parts againſt foreign ſugars. 
The Iriſh act laying prohibitory duties is biennial, 
and will expire next Chriſtmas; and it is not to 
be ſuppoſed, under the circumſtance, alluded ta, 
it would be continued. Her redreſs might be to 
take foreign Weſt-India goods; at leaſt, ſhe 
would. not think it neceſſary to charge her own 
conſuraption of ſugars with higher duties than 


are required from America. She will exepect to 


have Weſt- India goods on as good terms as the 
American States, now become foreign. Weſt-India 
planters therefore ſnould conſider, whether a direct 
trade to the American States will recompenſe them 
for the loſs of the Iriſh conſumption; and Par- 
liament ſhould conſider what would be the ſtate 
of ſmuggling from Ireland into this country, 
if Ireland ſhould become the repoſitory for fo- 
reign. Weſt-India goods, or of our own, under 
low. duties. 1 | 

The repreſentation of the Committee of Weſt- 


India -planters and merchants to the King's Mini- 


ſters, lets forth, that © the permiſſion of American | 
ips 
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ſhips, as Hes Freely to 2 FR produce of 
the dotninions of the American States to tlie ſugar 
_ colonies, and take back the produce of our iflinds 
in return, is obviouſly effential.” The wool- 
growers of EnglandYvlght equally ſay, a free ex- 
portation of wool is 6bviouſly eſſential to their 
intereſt ;" but an unqualified: exportation would 
put an end to our moſt valuable export of wool- 
lens: it would enable France to underſell us. 
It has been faid, that the iſlands cannot exiſt 
without an open trade to the American States; 
in anſwer, it may be aſked, how they have exiſted 
during the war, when even Canada or Nova Sco- 
tia, and alſo England and Ireland, were nor open 
to them without great expence and"riſk ? They 
got their lumber by prizes, and thtough neutral 
iſlands ;*® but not ſo much as may now be got imme» 
diately from Canada and Nova Scotia. The lumber 


in general of thoſe colonies is as good as any in 
America, 'and may be ſoon ſent cheaper than it 


could from the revolted provinces in their preſent, 
or any probable ſtate ; their number of hands is 
leſſened, and their taxes are increaſed. Some little 
time may be neceſſary before 'a full ſupply of 
all the articles they can produce, will be ob- 


tained; but it will be better for this country to 


allow a bounty on lumber, conveyed in Britiſh 
veſſels from Canada and Nova Scotia to the Weſt 


* or even from all parts, for a limited time, 
than 


Jamaica bad lumber from the Miſſiſſippi. 
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than to to lacrig yt * * 
ene e colapies, maybe. able 
hy N 0. upply our iſaods with. lumber, that 
rrads i 8.095 ſufficiently eſtabliſhed ; as vet th ſecure 
an 1 . ſopply. Tbe mand might there- | 
fore. haye ſome realon. to complain, if they. were 
limited, to thoſe  colovies, but they a are not confined 
in brioging it from any. part, in Britin .hipping. 
Every, p lace is free to them, . that was open before 
the WAY, The/ ſuppoſition, that the States will for 
any time, refuſe their huber, and Joſe their marker, 
is too ridiculous to he inſiſted on. 
Vageer 1 the article of wheat, it has appeared how, 
amply” Canada « can ' ſupply our iſlands. It appears 
allo, that no part of America furniſhes greater 
advantages for ſhip building than our remaining 
colonies, .. The oak of Canada is heavier, . and 
much more laſting, than that of New England. 
In ih It, it is unqueſtionably a fact, that Nova 
See del and the iſland of St. Job n, may 
== become capable, with very little encourage- 


ment, of ſupplying e our iſlands with all the ſhip- 


" th 


og + In e lat we had W with- 
draw. them in as many inſtances as poſſible, and take off 
duties on da. materials imported, at leaft to the amount 
of the ſaying from hounties: but is the preſent caſe it 
might be adviſeable to give bounties for four or five years 
certain, 


.U | ping, 
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ping, fiſh, timber, and dumber of every kind, 
and with mill or draft horſes, with flour, and 
ſeveral other articles, they may want; and Bermuda 
ſhipping alone might ſupply the iflands with freſh 
proviſions and ſuch articles as will be wanted from 
the Southern States, viz. Indian corn, and rice. 
From the Southern and Eaſtern coaſts of Nova 
Scotia to our iſlands, the navigation is ſhorter ind 
quicker than from the American States. "Veſſels 
going from the latter are obliged to ſteer far tõ the 
eaſt, to get into the trade winds. From the moſt 
leeward iſlands, the paſſage to the 'gulph of St. 
Laurence may be made in 15, 20, or 25 days, al- 
though 35 or 40 may be neceſſary to go to Quebec, 

It ſhould ſeem, that there muſt be ſome other 
object in reſerve, which is not yet acknowledged, 
beſides the cheapneſs of lumber and proviſions, 
and a market for rum, to account for the eager- 
neſs, which ſome expreſs, for opening the naviga- 
tion of the Weſt Indies. The aſſertion, that our 
iſlands muſt ſtarve if they are not opened to Ame- 
rican ſhipping, is a curious inſtance of the light 
ground on which men will be clamorous : poſſibly 
ſome deceive themſelves; but the clamour may per- 
haps be accounted for, by the facility of deceiving 
the pyblic on certain ſubje&s ; becauſe few men 

Will take the trouble, eſpecially in matters of a 
complicated nature, of ſufficiently informing them- 
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ſelves,® 1 has already been ſtated, that he Ber- 


mudians i in great part ſupplied our iſlands with freſh 
proviſions, Our remaining colonies, or at leaſt 
part of them, will ſoon equip ſmall veſſels, and 
carry on the ſame trade, If our iſlands are ſa _ 
helpleſs, and would, rather ſacrifice our marine 
than make ſo ſmall an effort as to fit out veſſels in 
addition to thoſe of Bermuda, and our remaini 
colonies, ſufficient to ſupply themſelves with provi- 
fions and lumber, they deſerve to ſuffet or to pay 
an extraordinary price. Even if they ſhould be ſa 
helpleſs, no man can ſay, they will be ſubject to 
| any 


* It. is a well-known fact, that our Weſt-India plan- 
tations have been ſettled and extended, in no inconfider- 
able degree, upon the credit given by our merchants ; 
and that, perhaps, not leſs than a third part of all the 
property in the iſlands is either owned by or owing to 
the inhabitants of this country ; under ſuch circumſtances, 
ſurely, the Britiſh creditor has a right to expect every 
kind of public ſecurity for his property thus inveſted, 
which he conceived he derived from the navigation act; 
poſſibly in a great meaſure, from the idea of this ſecu - 
rity, he ventured to launch out fo largely in a concern 
ſo diſtant from his immediate inſpection. If the North- 
American States are permitted to become the carriers 
between the continent and the iſlands, a very favourable 
opportunity will be afforded to ſuch of the planters as 
may wiſh to evade the payment of their debts to this 
country, when they find it more convenient to apply 
their crops to other purpoſes, Is it not a poſſible caſe, 

U 2 that 
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any « other 1 inconvenience; "than — of 


mi,, 


of foreign Welt- India free ports ; and, at any r rate, 
the inconvenience can be nothing when put in 
competition with the object of our navigation, * 
the unforeſeen miſchiefs that may ariſe, 9055 


It has alſo been ſhewn, under the articles = mo- 


Jafſes and rum,” — chat the competition with dur 
iflands in the latter article, will be the ſame whe- 
ther the molaſſes are diſtilled either i in the foreign 
iſlands, or on the Continent of America — That 
there will be the ſame demand there uſed to be 
and that the foreign Weſt-Indian ſettlements can- 
not ſupply that demand, even if they ſhould erect 
diſtilleries, and manufacture their own molaſſes, 


that they may in ſome inſtances ſell a part, or the whole, 


of their crops. to the North» American merchants, who, 
having eſtabliſhed a credit here, will pay them one third, 


in bills of exchange upon England, a third in lumber, 
proviſions, &c. and the remainder either in caſh' or 


bills, when the cargo is diſpaſed of in Europe, and the 


merchant has availed himſelf of the proceeds ?* The 


planter may apply the money to diſcharge his cngage-' 


ments in the iſlands, in purchaſing ſlaves to improve and 
extend his eſtate, &c, &c, whilſt his Britiſh-creditor may 
be put off from time to time. But the evil might not 
reſt here, The North-American merchant would be 
furniſhed with a valuable commodity, which would 
| eſtabliſh his credit in Europe, and enable him to pur- 
chaſe thoſe foreign manufactures, that would other- 


wiſe be imported into America, through. the medium 


of Great Britain, 
and 
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and it will be the fault of aur planters, if their 
long-eſtabliſhed rum diſtilleries do pot maintain 
the N over the infant Jane of the 
French, 

eee W 
can States will ſell lumber and proviſions to any veſ- 
ſels that will go for them, otherwiſe they will not be 
able to ſell them at all. They can have noother ſuffi- 
cient market. Theargument is weak, which ſays, hi · 
therto lumber, in no ſufficientquantity for our iſlands, 
has been brought from Canada and Nova Scotia, 
and therefore thoſe provinces cannot ſupply them.“ 
While the old colonies furniſhed ſuch abundance, 
there was no encouragement for thoſe infant colo- 


* However. extraordinary, it is an undoubted fact, 
that the various kinds of lumber, uſed by the coopers, 
were brought even from the vicinity of: Montreal and 
Lake Champlain, to the river Thames, and ſent 
thence into the Weſt Indies. If fuch à circuitous 
voyage could anſwer at any time, ſurely the ſame lum- 
ber during peace, may go a direct voyage to our iſlands, 
and be afforded at a reaſonable price. Lumber for the uſe 
of the cooper which is broaght over as dennage in tobacco 
ſhips, is ſo plentiful now in the London market, that 
it can ſcarce be-ſold for any price. If we had plenty 
of ſaw. mills i in. England, it would undoubtedly anſwer. 
to ſend many kinds of lumber from hence to our iſlands, 
A cord of wood, is as cheap or cheaper in Suffex 
(which is by no means the cheapeſt part of England) 
than in any conſiderable town in America. This * 
ariſe from the different value of labour. 


nies. Nova Scotia was not — ſertled; and 
during the war the navigation to theſe parts was 
greatly interrupted. The experience of the laſt 
eight years has proved inconteſtably how little 
neceſſary the American States are to our iſlands; 
and that we have no occaſion, eſpecially with 

Canada and Nova Scotia in our poſſeſſion, to 
make any ſacrifice whatever, on 1 yore of Great 
Britain. | | 
The French depend on their Weſt Indies for 
the ſupport of their marine; all their writers ſay 
ſo. Sould we then neglect the ſame opportunity 
of ſupporting our own? It is well known, that 
the French ſettlements at St. Domingo alone, em- 
ployed before the late war, 450 large ſhips in 
their commerce with France, and 200 ſmiller 
veſſels in the Weſt Indies and the two Americas. 
The French Leeward iſlands, taken collectively, 
have hitherto kept pace with St. Domingo, or 
very nearly ſo; and it is certain that the trade 
of all the French Colonies put together, is not at 
this time, carried on by leſs than 1000 ſhips, ex- 
clulive of coaſters: the number of ſeamen raiſed 
and employed by this means, is little, if at all, 
ſhort of 20,000 men: the total produce of St. 
Domingo, in all its branches, is ſaid to exceed that 
of Jamaica about one third ;* at the ſame period the 
| | trade 


*The difference of the bulk, as well as value of St. Do- 
mingo produce, aroſe almoſt intirely from the cultivation 
of 
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trade of the © latter iſland was carried on by. 416 
ſhips only, of about the ſame ſize, of which 233 
were employed between Europe and Jamaica, and 
n of this pumber e ſome part-of the 
coaſt of Africa... 

i the view bs. Adbared 10, of arobibicing 
ſmall American veſſels from trading with our 
iſlands, . many hundreds of ſloops and ſchoogners 
will be built in Bermuda and our remaining Northern 
Colonies, and our diſcharged ſeamen, who are now 
paſſing « oyer to the Americans, will be employed; 
but if y we permit mall American veſſels, limited 
to 1005 or. even 60 tons, to come to our iſlands, 
under pretence of bringing lumber and proviſions, 
and carrying away rum, the buſineſs of the iſlands 
will be done principally by them; chere will be 
no end of ſmuggling, and we ſhall raiſe a moſt 
numerous marine on. the coaſts of the Southern 
States, where there, 1 is none at r at the . 
of our own. 


. 


of coffee. The weight of coffee exported from St. Do- 
mingo, in 1776, was, to that of indigo and cotton, as 
32,000 to 5, 300 this will be ſufficient to ſhew its im- 
portance as an article of freight, though the cotton and 
indigo terriher. were d its value. | 


* By arovention their veſſels from coming to our 
lands, we ſhall avoid, in great meaſure, the miſchief 
complained of, that the Americans took caſh; from our 


4 nter as g 951 the pie por ao 
inands, ſurely it will be much better t6 give vp 
the iſlands themſelves, It is the advantage to out 
navigation which, in any degree, coutitervails the 
enormous expence of their protection. It c Lan | be 
no pleafure, to interfere with the ſatisfaction the 
Weſt Indians have, in tal ing of the revenues their 
iſlands produce to this country; but Britain ĩs be- 
nefired only by the advantages derived to her x na- 
vigarion, manufactotes, and agriculture. ' The 
fame” revenue would ariſe, if the articles "came 
through the Dutch, Danes, o r French : while our 
planters have a monopoly of the Britiſh market, 
_ 1 fall almoſt entirely on the conſumer. 


+ iflands for lumber and proviſions, and lail it but in che 
foreign iſlands from the opportunity of getting Weſt- 
India produce there, at a much cheapet rate. If this trade 
| ſhould be confined to our own ſhipping, r 
articles will be bartered for lumber and proviſions. 


*I our iſlands raiſed much more ſugar than our 
markets take, there would be more reaſon in the com- 
plaint, that the duties diminiſh the © conſumption. 
Certainly the confumption would increaſe if the duties 
were - conſiderably lowered. The- greateſt quantity of 
ſugar ſent in one year from the Britiſn Weſt-India 
iſlands to America was about So hogſheads; and that 
ſuppoſing the hogſheads only 1000 weight. It is ſaid 
France conſumes little more than 40,000 hogſheads, while 
the Britiſh: iſlands confume 125,000 hogſheads, The uſe 


of tea and punch in the latter, is a principal cauſe of the 
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The conſumer, who pays the revenue, as. well 
as the increaſed... rice in war, would  pro- 
bably pay leſs for article, as foreign iſlands 
underſell ours from 15 to 25 per cent. and and the 
competition to ſupply. i us would probably prevent 
the price fram being raiſed ; if ſo much cheaper, 
the conſumption, and conſequently the duties, 
would be much increaſed, Our iſlands, if declared 


independent, could nat protect themſelves, nor is 


there a probahility that the American States will 
have 2 navy ſufficient, for. that purpoſe. _ If added 
to France, the preſent Planters at leaſt, from their 
own accounts, muſt be ryined ; for they fay, they 
are nearly ſo at preſent, . and ſurely their ruin 
would be completed, if they had not the mono, 


poly of our market, which pays them from 13 t 


25 per cent. and ſome ſay more, above the price 
they. could get elſe where. Britain alone can, afford 


them prices adequate to their neceſſities. This 


ſhould not have been ſtated, if it was not ne- 
ceſlary to prove, that it is on account of the 


ſupply and navigation of the iſlands, . they are 


valuable —_— 
That the Weſt-India planters would derive ad- 
vantage in their principal ſtaple, ſugar, from the 


«> 


* It would amount to near two millions ferfing, if if 


the confamption ſhould continue the ſame; as it was be- 
fore the war, and all the preſent taxes ſhould be n 
tined, 


- ſhipping | 


1 | 
thipping of the American States being permitted 
to carry their produce to any part of the world, is 
very doubtful, It is univerſally allowed, that they 
cannot afford it on the ſpor, at the price that 
foreigners can; and the very increaſing cultivation 
of this article by the French and Dutch, is by no 
means likely to alter the The price of freight 
would undoubtedly be lo vered by the competi- 
tion; but it does not appear they would derive any 
other advantage, except, perhaps, having lumber 
a little cheaper for a year or two; but ſurely they 
are liberal men, and, on reflection, will not, from 
the moſt ſelf-intereſted motive, wiſh the greateſt 
miſchief ro the empire; many do not 3 if any 
ſhould, we muſt not, for their emolument, facri- 
ce the advantages of their trade, and eventually 
| the marine of England. Much may be done i in 
other ways for the Weſt-India planters and- mer- 
chants. It is to be hoped, they will be relieved 
in the manner of paying duties, and that ſome 
will be lowered. The importer of ſugars ſhould 
have the ſame advantage the importer of tobacco 
has, by the late regulations, The former require a 

capital to anſwer the duty, becauſe the 
whole of it is paid upon importation, and amounts 
to about 71. 10s. per hogſhead ; it cannot be ad- 
mitted as an argument againſt the propoſition, 
- that much the greater part of the tobacco, and 
not above a tenth of the ſugar, is re-exported, 


and therefore the indulgence | is unneceſſary,” The 
A ſugar 
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ſugar merchant ſuffers much, by not being able to 


come to an immediate market, the ſugar bakers 


only buying, as they diſpoſe of their refined goods: 
and the permiſſion to ſtore, might ultimately tend 
to a greater importation, and conſequently to a 
greater exportation of ſugar. To aſſiſt and pre- 
ſerve the merchant, more efficacious means might 
be taken to prevent ſmuggling foreign ® produce 

2 | into 


* There is nothing ſo loudly calls for the vigorous in- 
terference of the Legiſlature, as the preſent ſtate of ſmug- 
gling in this country ; not only for the ſake of revenue 
and morality, but for the fake of trade, it is abſolutely 


neceſſary, ſtrong meaſures ſhould be adopted. It will 


hardly be found praQicable to check the evil, unleſs 
duties are in part lowered, and the Parliament can recon- 
cile itſelf io ſome of thoſe neceſſary ſeverities which are 
exerciſed againſt ſmugglers in other countries, Illi- 


eit practices ruin the commerce of the country in the 


hands of the fair merchant, and promotes additional 
burthens upon the people at large. There is good foun- 
dation for ſaying, that if all the articles liable to pay duty, 
and conſumed among us, did pay duty, the revenue 
would be increaſed two millions at leaſt ; and in addition 
to the miſchief, ſmuggling is, in a very ſmall degree, a 
trade of barter. Thoſe concerned in it, purchaſe the 
articles for ſmuggling, from our rivals in trade, with the 
coin of the country, or with bills of Exchange, or raw 
wool. Smuggling corrupts our ſeamen, who are become 
viſibly leſs attached to their country; it habituates them 
to fight againſt their country; it gives them the expecta- 

| X 2 | tion 
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into theſe kingdoms ; and it is to be wiſhed the 
fate of this country may allow the duty on rum 
in particular to be loweted ;* perhaps it would be 
the only effectual means of preventing the Alicit 
introduction of French brandies among us; and, 
for the ſake of increaſing the conſumption, it it 

furely would anſwer to do the fame in regard to 
many articles which pay very high duties. Ir 
is generally allowed that the duty on rum is too 
high for the purpoſe of raiſing a revenue, and 
that the Planter at, preſent, has little or no 
profit on this article, Delays at the Cuſtom 
Houſe may be femoved, and reforms made 
there in many points to the advantage of the 


trader, and of the revenue but at leaſt in- 
quiry ſhould be made into the ſtate of the port 


tion of higher wages, which, exclufive of the expence, 
is miſchievous, rendering them idle and debauched; theſe 
lawleſs perſons facrificing one principle, readily give 
up all others, and in time of war take part with the 
enemy ; betray their country by carrying intelligence ; 
fit their veſſels as privateers commiſſioned by the enemy; 
at the ſame time ſmuggling on the coaſt, and capturing 
Britiſh veſſels. Theſe were, in a great meaſure the 
American privateers which appeared in theſe ſeas in the 
late war, ſeveral of them even now carrying upwards of 
20 guns, are the preſent ſmuggling veſſels. 


*The average quantity of rum imported for ten 
years, from 12773 to 1782, was, 2,062,842 gallons; 
ditto exported, 617,959. | 
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duties, or rather charges in the Weſt Indies, 
The Cuſtom Houſes there are ſaid to be ſcanda- 
louſly and unneceſſtrily oppreſſive ; end, except 
in caſes of great neceſlity, they prevent intercourſe 
between the ſugar iſlands ; that intercourſe is kept 
up by ſmall ſloops and ſchooners, and conſiſts in 
an exchange of ſuperfluous ſtores, The uſual 
freights are from 301. to gol. and near half is paid 
for cuſtom fees, not taxes; which fink in the 
officers' pockets, The Cuſtom-houſe offices are 
ſo beneficial, that perſons who act as deputies to 
their principals reſiding in this country, and by 
whom the office is farmed, are enabled to remit a 
large falary, to live well themſelves, and make a 
fortune in a ſhort time. Our iſlands alſo might be 
aſſiſted by encouraging the growth of indigo, 
coffee, x cocoa, cotton, tobacco, I and Indian corn, 


* That we have markets for a greater quantity of 
coffee, appears from this, that although we raiſe a 
large quantity, ſoreign coffee to a confiderable amount, 
is imported here through free ports. By far the greater 
part of the whole is re-exported. 


+ Tobacco is raiſed in St, r with very Ul 


| labour, and might, with {kill and attention, be greatly im- 


proved. It is of the ſame kind as that which makes the 
high-priced macaba ſnuff of Martinico. "The Charib 
lands would be moſt profitably tutned to the culture of 
tobacco and indigo. Dominica is ſaid not to be fit for 
ſugar, but would produce theſe articles and coffee, . 
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on ſuch lands, as, from ſituation and ſoil; are 
unfit-for the culture of ſugar ; and there are great 
tracts of uncultivated lands in the iſlands oy fi 
for thoſe articles.* 


But above all, the utmoſt FRA ſhould be | 


exerted to reduce the price of our Weſt-India 


produce, fo as to enable this country to ſupport a 
competition at the American as well as European 
markets ; for which purpoſe a candid enquiry into 
the cauſes of the extraordinary price of Britiſh 
ſugars, when compared with foreign, might be 
uſeful; The reduction of the price would be. the 
true and proper means of relieving that reſpectable 
body of men, the Weſt-India planters, and mer- 
chants, to whom every attention is due; and, at 
the ſame time, of increaſing the trade of this 
country in that bulky article, ſugar, f which em- 
Ploys 


* The cultivation of ſome of our iſlands certainly 
might be carried much farther than they are, which would 
be much better policy than increaſing the number of 
little iſlands, which diminiſhing the ſecurity, raiſe the 
expence of protection, at the ſame time that they are 
liable to be taken by a frigate, and 5 or 600 land forces. 
The produce of the iſland of Jamaica alone, it is believed 
might bs trebled at leaſt. 


+ The ayerage quantity of ſugar imported during ten 
years into this country, viz. from 1773, to 1782 inclu- 


ſive, was 1,514,428 cwt. The quantity exported was 


740,031 ewt. which is leſs than a tenth of the importa- 


« 


tion. 
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ploys ſo much ſhipping. The planter wilt By; 
that it can only be done by opening the ports of 
the Weſt Indies for-proviſions-and lumber. -- It is 
already anſwered, that we had better give up the 
lands, than give up the 8 we derive from 
them; that a temporary riſe of proviſions and lum- 
ber, through an advantage taken from the particular 
circumſtances of the times, ſhould not be the oc- 
caſion of ee a * on winch ſo much 


tion. A great part of this is faid to have been a refuſe 
ſort, which not being liked by our ſugar-bakers, was ſent 
to the Nutch. The average export of refined ſugars for 
eight years, viz. from 1774 to 1781 incluſive, was 51,342 
ct. The amount of refined ſugar conſumed in Ireland 
previous to the extention of their trade to the Welt 
Indies, was eſtimated at 90,000 cwt. of this Great Britain 
ſupplied only gooo cwt. conſequently 81,000 cwt. was 
refined in Ireland from raw ſugar imported there. The 
bounty on refined ſugars exported is 26s. per cwt. and yet 
it ſeems barely ſufficient to anſwer the purpoſe, although 
it is about one fourth of the price for which refined ſugar 
is ſold by us to foreigners. From this, a ſuperficial ob- 
ſerver might conclude that the gain to Great Britain was 
only 75 per cent. Even this would be a very great advan- 
tage in ſome years ; but as the whole price is paid by 
foreigners to the Engliſh refiner, and the bounty is only 
ſo much money transferred from the public to its mem- 
bers, it will be found that the intire ſum for which refined 
ſugar is ſold to foreigners is ſo much clear gain to the 

paſs of national wealth, . 
depends ; 
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depends; and that the rife is probably only | tem- 
porary, ſurely, has already been ſufficiently proved ; 
but the full anſwer is, that the difference of price be- 
tween Britiſh and foreign ſugars exiſted, when our 
Wands were open to all che ſhipping of America. It 
is ſaid the French are enabled to underſell us; becauſe 
they raiſe a great part of their proviſions in their 


| iſlands, and alſo a conſiderable, quantity of lum- 


ber, and that France can ſupply them with all 


articles cheaper than we can. The firſt is true; 


but the preceding examination, as to the probable 
future ſupply of America, ſeems to probe that 
the latter aſſertion is by no means founded , and 
as to the ſupply, of negroes, we have ſuch a de- 
cided ſuperiority in the African trade, that 1 it is 
allowed we have ſlaves one ſixth cheaper. It is 
alſo faid, that the ſoil of our iſlands is more 
ungrateful than that 'of the French, 2nd that our 
mode of cultivation is much more expenſiwe; 
and the French ſay, we do not exact ſo 'much 
labour from our ſlaves as they do, that we feed 
them at a greater expence, and particularly” that 
we are leſs induftrious, 

Bot the argument which is moſt ſtrongly urged, 

is, that the expenſive manner in which our plan- 
ters live, cannot be accommodated to ſmall profit ; 
that the French planters, in their manner of liſe, 
reſemble our yeomanry and farmers, and that our 


8 except their having been lately rivalled 
by the magnificence of the Eaft, art among the 
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moſt ſplendid members of the empire. The 

ſwer to this diſficulvyi doel n 0 
bur as long as ſo many of them — 
their incomes among us, without or 
requiring the moſt eſſemial intereſts" of the coun- 
try ſhould be relinquiſhed for theit advat 
Engliſhmen will not be jealous of the affluence 
of this very conſiderable part of the community, 
or Tepine at paying 2 higher price” than their 
neighbours-for Weſt· India commodities ; but if 
expectations or requiſitions” of the fame kind 
ſhould be continued, we ſhall only obſerve, that 
bodies of men are too apt to imagine the empire 
ought to be accommodated or fitted to their in- 
tereſt, without recollecting that their intereſt 
ſhould rather be accommodated or fited de thit of” 
the empire. 2411 15 

But there is l Aenne rice 
of which appears ſo remarkable, as that of rum. 
I is furely very ſingular, that not only the foreign” 
plantation underſel us, but even the Ame 
ricans, afford that article from 2g to 30 per cent. 
cheaper, and it is ſaid, even of a ſtronger qua- 
lity;' at leaſt of a quality which is liked by In- 
dians, fiſhermen, and the lower ranks in general. 
This ſeems to prove ſomething fundamentally 
wrong ; for the aſſertion, that the Americans can 
diſtil more. rum from the ſame quantity of mo- 


18 ran, at Tm arg tes reaſon. 


* The Weſt Indians, if equally ſkilful, muſt _ 
great advantages over the Americans, It is ſaid, that 
| nl 
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However, the conſideration of the means of re- 
ducing the price of Weſt-India commodities to the: 
level of thoſe of the foreign plantations, is ex- 
tremely worthy the attention of the planters and of 
the Legiſlature. It is an object of high national 
import, and might greatly promote the wealth and 
navigation of this country; and conſidering the 
bulk of Weſt- India commodities, viz. ſugar, mo- 

laſſes, and rum, particularly the former, the uni; 
verſality and extent of its oonmption, à con- 
ſumption in its infancy even in Europe, and ſtill 
more ſo in America, it is not improbable, that, 
in a few ages, the nation which may be in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the moſt extenſive and beſt cultivated 


ſugar iſlands, ſubject to proper policy, will _ 


the lead at fea, __ 

The carrying trade of the Weſt Indie —＋ 
be therefore particularly attended to; and to en- 
courage it, it ought to be a great object, in our 
commerce with thoſe iſlands, to have our ſhips 
go out full and return ſo; and ſuch is the pro- 
portion between the proviſions and ſtares, ne- 


100 gallons of good molaſſes wil, in America, make 


from 100 to 105 gallons of rum. Where the, planters 
ate careful to keep the boiling houſe and ftill houſe 
going on together, above 'a third more rum is made 
than when they diſtil from molaſſes alone. 


[If a bogſhead of ſugar gives above 40 gallons of 
molaſſes, it is not unfrequent to make from 70 to 80, 
eren 90 gallons of rum; ſixty-five gallons is a moderate 
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ceſſary for the Weſt⸗ India iflands and their pro- 

duce, that it might de managed partly by a 

direct, and partly by a circuitous trade: but this 


object has deen greatly neglected. Britiſh ſhips 
often went out in ballaſt,” oſten not half loaded, 


and often feturned ' with” half 4 load: "this may 


have ariſen from bad management in ſome de- 


gree. The American ſtipping, by various means, 
were monopolizing this bufitieſs ; they uſed to give 


their lumber at half the current price to thoſe 


who would load their veſſels with ſugar. They 


were encouraged, and ſent away loaded in a few 


weeks, While our ſhips 'often lay eight months 


_— à cargo, and at laſt were obliged to 

come” away half loaded. One conſequence was, 
that Britiſh ſugar ſhips were gradually leſſening 
in number, every man concerned in them with- 
drawing himſelf a8 faſt at he could, and getting 


into other branches of trade. But Great Britain 
can never be abſurd enough to give out of her 
own hands the ſugar carrying trade; if that be 
kept up; the ſupply of her colonies witll provi- 
fons and ſtores ſhould follow of courſe,? and there 
ann 
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ls. for the Britiſh and foreign Weſt. Indies, in 
the Neat 126 was, 101,536 tons; but this being the 
n . « third ſhould b. added to make the 
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and her Weſte India iſlands. But if this) id Ot 
properly managed, if be | Weſt-lydia: iflands 
ſhould be; opened to the Americas g ĩaſtead of 
having! a freight there and backs; we hall not 
only. throw away the great . 
but alſo of commiſſion, &. 1512 
The, idea of ſupplying the Wed, Locle planten, 
with lumber, Nc. from America at prime: coſt, 
charging only cuſtomary, freight and commiſſion 
of 5;per . cent, is: founded on the following cal- 
culation, 8s well as on ſeveral ochers, which; might 
be. tated ; In June r July,1a-1hjp,may be ſent 
from hence, for example, to Philadelphia, (or any 
port in America,) with a cargo. on freight, which 
is equal x to the freight to, Jamaica - ſuppoſe Cool. 
—ſhe would arrive there, in September, Joad: and 
depart in October, and in November arrive; in 
Jamaica with freight. eqgal..at leaſt.ca gool, and. 
the commiſſion. oo a0 ., the; amount of the 


Cargo, at 5 per cent. ,zool, more he migbt 


diſcharge that cargo, (even delivering at different 
ports) in December, and load with the (firſt; of 
the new crop ſo as to arrive. in England in- May, 


5 and by that means be ready to perform the ſame 


circuitous voyage nent year. This is no ſpecu- 
lative idea; for before ve were ſupplanted, this 
trade was catrled on, not unſucceſsfully, by many 
' houſes in London. Various. other modes of 
 freighting ſhips will occur; ſoine may leave 
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Britaiu in October; wich! manufacdtures, ſtores, 
&c. land them in the iſtands, carry um to 
Ametica; falling from the iſlands about the lat- 
ter bad olf Jamnarhs load back with lurhber, In- 
dian cotn, &. for the Weſt Indies; und there 


| load +with- ſugars, &. and fail ſor Europe in 


June and July. Others might be ſent out from 
Eutope to arrive in the Weſt ' Indies- in Tune, 
joad with rum, &c. fot America, ſail” the be- 
ginning ; of,» Auguſt, and during the hurricane 
months, diſpoſe. of their rum, and load Jumber 
to return to the Weſt Indies, and there take the 


gleanings of the former crop of ſugar.* Some of 


our ſhipping may take u cargo early in the Sprivg, 
diſpoſe of part of it withi the Ameiienn States, 
then proceed to the fiſheries there, diſpoſo of the 


temainder of the cargo for fiſh, oil, lumber, &. 


with which ſail to the. Weſt Indies, vnd there 


bad with ſugar and rum. Some ſugae ſhips, 


befides- ar voyage to the wan Indie 2 a 
voyage to the Baltic. 6 

I Weſt» Indian merchants mould again . 
ewnefs of ſhips, they may, by the circuitous trade 
above mentioned, be truly beneficial to the empire 
as well as to themſelves. The excluſive naviga- 
tion of our colonies will make it anfwer to them, 
and at the ſame time it will check every riſing 
doubt relative to thoſe iſlands; ad ioftead- of | 
that uneaſineſs and jealouſy: which: is derived from 
the ſuppoſition, that the planters would facrifice 

1% 2 our 
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our aher colonies, and che navigation of Britin, 
for real or imagibary advantages to themſelves, | 


and inſtead of regretting the extraordinary prices 
that are paid for their commodities, the friends of 
this/country will vie in their good wiſhes and 
endeavours to promote every W 
be given to the iſlands. 

Wich reſpect to the diſtreſs apprehended (by 
the planters; &c.) to ariſe from the want of daily 
and regular - ſupplies. from America, it is ill 
founded; there is certain information of no leſs 
then four pretty large veſſels now fitting out at 
Kingſton, and going to be eſtabliſhed in the trade 
between that place and Philadelphia; and it muſt 


be. remarked, that: before the war, there never 
were more than that number of regular and con- 
ſtant traders between thoſe ports. Sundry veſ- 
ſels alſo. are now fitting out, properly calculated 


for the carrying trade, between America and the 


Weſt Indies, in the Thames, eee emu 


this kingdom, 
Upon the whole, then, it appears, 4 wh 
out breach of the navigation law, and if the 


regulations of the preſent proclamations ſhould 


remain in force, in leſs than twelve months, the 
Weſt-India iflands will be fupplied from Ame- 
rica with every thing wanted from thence, at as 
eaſy a rate, and in as great plenty, as before the 
war; and it will be attended with theſe addi- 
tional cirqumſtances, that the. * will center 
100 2 with 
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with our own metchants, at the ſame time that 
employment will be give m of — 
ſeamen. | 

Our Weſt-India iſlands will have many advan- 
tages in North America. The States cannot get 
rum elſewhere, in any quantity, of a good qua- 


 lityz* and though it appears large quantities were 


diſtilled by the New Englanders from molaſſes 
imported from the Weſt Indies, it was of 2 


bad flavour, and was in great part exported ' 
coaſtways, and to the parts already mentioned. A 


great proportion of their own conſumption was ſup- 


plied from our iſlands, and bas beet ſtated befbre 
as one of their greateſt - imports. The: importa- | 
tion into Canada 'and Nova Scotia, of the rum 
diſtilled by the American States, of courſe is 
ſtopped, and the uſe of foreign” ſugars in thoſe 
colonies ſhould be prevented as much as poffible. * 

| The, increaſe of the conſumption of ſugar muſt 
continue to a great amount; as yet it is not con. 
monly uſed in one half of Europe. The con- 
ſumption of England and Ireland is ſo much in- 
creaſed, as to take almoſt the whole produce of 


our iſlands. France is increaſing her ſugar plan- 
tations ; and bad 1 or extravagance 


e "ie Deen es ice Potins 
ſettled by planters from Barbadoes) is good, but the 


quantity is inconſiderable. Surinam has but one 


2 


chiefly 
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chiefiy, can, prevent gur iſlands from ſelling av, 
_ cheap: as the French, although they now. under 


ſel us ſo greatly. The Spaniards cultivate bare 


ly. ſufficient ſugar: for their on conſumption. 
The Southern Provinces of the Ametican States 


never can ſucceed in that article. froſts and 


north weft winds will prevent. Attempts have: 
been made at. New Orleans, and have failed... A 
great field, therefore, will be open fot the ſugar: 
colonies z and when it is neœſſary to relieve them, 
it muſt be dong by. other means than the facrifice- 
of gur carrying trade, the nurſery. of out ſcamen. 
Canada and Nova Scotia will ſoon amply ſupply 
the principal articles wanted in the iſlands, except 
Indian corn and rice; and if there ſhould be a dif-. 
ficulty in getting theſe articles, the barley, oats, 
rye, and peaſe which Nova Scotia, St. Jaby's,: 
and Canada Produce to great advantage, will af-- 
ford an excellent ſubſticute, and in che opinion 
of . ſome, . they will be far e * 
corn and ricſde. u * en 
If the American States e 
4 e e commerce will be burdened 
1 wth! 


5 . 200 ED of dollars, &.,/ 


" 49 millions flerling in paper, and then bortowed. A 


pamphlet lately publiſhed at Philadelphia, by Congreſs, 
and ſaid to be written by, Mr. Morris, ſtates, the foreign 
debt on the 1K of January laſt, at 7885, O8 dollar i, 
the domeſtic debt 34,115,290 dollars; the annbal in- 
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with duties and taxes, and the lands and produce 
of the farmers muſt for ſome time lie under very 
5909 8 hea vy 


tereſt to be paid 2,415,956 dollars; they are beheved to 
be more. Tbe above debts are excluſive of the paper 
money depreciated in the hands of the public, and alſo 
excluſive of the ariny or commiſſary certificates that 
were not yet called in or fatisfied, and of the debts of 
the ſeveral States for their ſeparate expences and defence, 
which are very conſiderable. Although the Ameticans 
ſay their foreign debt is only two millions, and their 
domeſtic debt about ſeven millions, yet there is reaſon 
to believe their whole debt is at leaſt eighteen millions 
ſterling France ſent (not included in the debt): above 
600,0001. ſterling in ſpecie to America, being obliged to 
ſend caſh, finding her bills for a long time, from 20 to 


30 per cent. below par, whilſt bills on London were at 


the ſame time above par, in Philadelphia and Boſton. 
Towards the cloſe of the war, French bills, from the 
punctual payment ef the preceding draughts, ' roſe near- 
ly to par; but the putchaſers were taken in; the French 
court ſtopt payment for twelve months, promiſing in- 
tereſt. . The holders, in want of ready money, were 
obliged to allow a diſcount from 16 to 20 per cent. to 
raife it on thoſe bills, which loſs was one cauſe of ſeveral 
capital failures. From this it may be fairly inferred; 
that French credit and French paper are Each to be 
en à par with Engliſh, in America. | 

It has been aſked, what is deans eee 
have ſent, during the war, to America? Very little 
money was officially ſent to America after the firſt 
year ar two of the war; during that period; thoſe who 
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heavy: impoſitions. If, then, the agriculture and 
ws 5g e John's, 


Nova 


bad the contract for ſupplying the army with gold, ſent 
out a great quantity of Portugal coin; but finding the 
charge of inſurance and freight leſſen the value of the 
contract, it was contrived to ſupply the army without 
ſending mote ſpecie than was juſt requiſite to give the 
contractor's agents the command of the exchange, which 
was done by ſending ſmall quantities occaſionally: thoſo 
agents, in different parts of America, drew upon the con · 
tractors in fayour of ſach perſons as had occaſion to make 
remittances" to England, ſo that, in fact, our army, on the 
other ſide of the Atlantic, was paid and ſupported by 
our manufactures inſtead of money, which, in ſome 
meaſtre, may account for the apparent eaſe with. which 
ſuch expenſive operations were carried on, and for the 
little ſpecie that ſeems to be in circulation, where ſo 
much expence has been incurred: but of the money 
which went, ſome is come back; a conſiderable part is 
the circulating caſh within our lines. - Many: Britiſh 


ſubjects in New York have very large ſums in theit 


poſſoſſion. The emigrants from thence to Nova Scotia 
will carry a very conſiderable ſum with them. The 
Dutch and Germans, whoſe number is not inconſider · 
able, have hoarded up; and it is believed, conſiderable 


ſums are concealed. Part went into the country for 
proviſions; much proviſions could not be brought in 
_ elandeftinely, and the greateſt part of the money came 


back to New York, &. to purchaſe Britiſh goods, or 
to purchaſe bills of exchange, which were ſent in pay - 
ment to Europe and the Weſt Indies. The 'caſh or 
ds of the American States, previous to the Non-im- 

portation 


ation 
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Nova Scotia, and Cape Breton, hee left not only | 
* but receive Proper NT 

CR RAT | portane 
portatign act, which took place in 1775, is computed 
to haye been between two and three millions. They 
received, no ſpecie from France or the Havannah, or 
other foreign parts, until late in the year 1780 and it 
may be preſumed, that, in the mean rime, the various 
and continual drains muſt have exhauſted the States of 
woe than half of che above- mentioned  fpecie: In 
1780, very ſew of the wealthieſt merchants in the re- 
volted provinces were poſſeſſed of one hundred pounds 
ſterling in ſpecie, or could raiſe it. From 1780 to the 
eloſe of the war, there was an importation of morey in 
ſmall quantities from the Hayannah, and in larger from 
France; yet it is by no means probable; that the ſpecie 
imported in this period, equalled what had been pre- 
viouſly exported from 1775 to 1780 but as paper eredit 
in 1780 and 1181 was entirely deftroyed, fpecie became 
the only medium of circulation; and this renderitig what 
little commerce there was, more certain, induced choſe 
few, who had hitherto concealed their money, to bring 
it forward into circulation; and the countty, having for 
near five years ſeen- nothing in the markets and com- 
merce, but paper, was ſurpriſed to find every man with * 
ſpecie in his hand, and thence haſtily inferred, that the 
quantity had by ſome means been greatly increafed', 
whereas, the moſt probable eftimate, and the moſt fa- 
vourable for the country, is, that the preceding deficien- 


cies were replaced by the ſpecie from France and the 


Havannah. The cloſe of the war ſhut up thoſe two 
reſources;  fince which, large ſums in ſpecie have Veen 


fent, and are daily arriving in Europe from America, 
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portant conſequences are too evident, to need thert 
being pointed out or enlarged on. The diſtiſte- 
ries, the fiſheries, and ſhip building, have here. 


tofore been the only reſources and ſupports of the 


commerce of the New. England States A large 
proportion of the ſhips, when built, were ſent to 
the Weſt Indies with cargoes" of timber, lutyber, 
and fiſh; and to Europe, to be ſold or take 
| freight ; and a great part of the rum diſtilled in 
the” American States was. conſumed in n 
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with, and no reſource is left the Americans at this time 
for ſpecie, but our fleet and army at New Lork. 
Money to 2 conſiderable amount came alſo to New 
York, to purchaſe Britiſh manufactures or bills of ex- 
change, from Philadelphia, gained by an advantageous 
trade to the Havannah. And much money went from Phi- 
ladelphia, and other parts of the American States, to 
St. Euſtatia, before it was taken, to purchaſe our manu: 
factures from the Dutch; ſo that it is not probablo 
much ſpecie will remain in America in conſequence of 
the war, but that the will have. confiderably leſs than 
ſhe had before the war. Her exports were prodigioully 
diminiſhed, and ſometimes almoſt ceaſed.” The greater 
part of the goods ſent from Britain was paid for ia 
ready money. After the idea of ſtarving our people was 
over, the Americans would have gotten all our money, 
and would have ſhewn themſelves better politicians, if 
they had ſuffered proviſions to go publicly into New 
York; it would have * them to 1 on the 
war. 


Scots, | 
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Scotia, and in Canada, and in the fiſheries on the 
banks af Newfoundland, c. But the diſtilleries 
may be carried on to as great profit in Nova 
Scotia as on any part of the continent, if it ſhould 
be thought good policy, as may alſo the impor- 
tant buſineſs of ſhip building; and nothing can 
be more evident than that Nova Scotia, and 
St. John's iſland, are better ſituated for the 
fiſheries, than any other country whatever. In 
ſhort, if proper attention be paid to Nova Scotia, 
and St. John's iſland, the lands in thoſe provinces, 
at preſent of little value, will increaſe in their 
price more rapidly than can at firſt be imagined, 
and their produce in every reſpect will be infi- 
nitely advanced and improved.* 

If 


Letters from Nova Scotia mention, that the Refu- 
tees are much pleaſed with the country, and with the 
attention and hoſpitality of the inhabitants and officers 


of the garriſons. That province and St. John's re- 


quire immediate attention, while ſuch multitudes of 
Refugees are looking out for ſituations and em- 
ployments. 

The climate of Nova Scotia has been much miſre- | 


preſented ; it is not colder than the Maſſachufets ; 


and the ſea air round the peninſula of Nova Scotia 
makes it more. temperate, both in ſummer and winter, 
than the farmer, which being a continent, is rendered 
more cold by the winds that blow over the quan- 
tities of ſnow which covers the Northern parts of that 
great continent, The interior part of Nova Scotia, 

which 
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which-is fine, is kndwd'tÞ foie! thofe who have viſited 
only Halifax and the ports, judge of it from its rocky 
caſt. + The ſegs which prevail during patt of the 
ſummer on that part of the coaſt towards the bank of 
Newfoundland, ceaſes generally at. Zeateri ifand, and 

not extend into the country above three or four 


"miles. | The entrance into Halifax harbour may be 


fometimes di flicult, but there are plenty of the fineſt 
hatboiirs along the "coaſt, Spaniſh River at Cape 
Breton will become à principal ſettlement. It is near 
the French, and has an excellent harbour for ſhips of 
__ and 1 be Tortibet. a 

*® Since the publication of theſe obferyations, the author 
has been informed, that inſtructions were ſent along with 
the Quebec act, to the Governor of Canada, which poi- 
tively enjoined him to allo the writ of Habeas Corpus to 
evety fubject, as his birth-right. Whether the Governor 
has in all inſtances obſerved it, during t the war, the author 


is not informed; but where the writ of Habeas Corpus is 


in force, the government cannot be ſaid to be milirary. 


Ths perſons therefore of the Canadians may be as ſecure 


as the perſons of the citizeny of London, It is alſo faid, 


| that the clamour agaruſt the preſent formt of government 


there, comes from the few—that the Cariadians ptefer it 
to any other; that is, ninety-nine in a hundred approve 
of it. If that be fact, it overſets all the obſeryations on 

8 . the 


LI 
government of Canada ſhould be altered. Hut 
the undertaking ia delicate and difficult, and fome. 
of our ableſt politicians vill object. That the Ca- 
nadiant in general are diſcontented under their 
elem government, appears from the aid and vo: 
renance which they gave the American army when 
in Canada“. It v are not wiſe enough/20-give 
them a free conflitution und government, agregable 
to n the people, the encouragemrut and 


the ſub; jedt's of that government: ; 15 is wore teh; 2 tn 
all the t theories that can he formed. Ii is added, 

though the Canadians have not a trial by jury rin 0 
they have i in criminal caſes ; and that the 12 of Scot- 
land, a well as.of other counttles, do not t complain, berauſs 
they have no trial by j jury in ciyil caſes. As to the ſecu- 
rity 1 85 property, it is faid, the legiſlative council can 
exerciſe no authority, but what i it derives from an act of 
Parliament; it can impoſe no other taxes on the people, 
than fuch Jocal, ſuch parochial impoſts, as are impoſed by 
every corporation, and veſtry in England. No property, 
e is taken N from * Canadians. 
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*Tt did not riſe from a wiſh to retury to A domi- 
nion of France ;, they had experienced the advantage 
of belooging to Britain. They were kept poor under the 
French government : they have grown rich under ours. 
Their prieſts acknowledge that they have, in great mea- 
ſure, loſt their influence. The French Canadians were 
diſſatisfied, but the ſettlers ſince the peace of 1763 ſtill 
more ſo. The cauſe of their diſcontent will be explained. 
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aid they will have from theit neighbours, may pro- 
mote the wiſh;of a government independent of 
Great Britain. A military police is bad for a towh, 
Except in a ſtate of war, but totally inadequate for 
the government of a large country, ſuch as Ca- 
nada.“ The exorbitant fees of office, the ex- 
pence of obtaining juſtice in the courts there, and 
the great diſtance, in many caſes, from them, are 
conſidered as weighty grieyances, and are loudly 


* The north ſide of the province of Quebec, from De- 
troit to St. John's River, which divides it from Labrador, 
is 1200 miles in length, by about 150 in depth, excluſive 
of the part ſouth of the river St. Lawrence, and is by far 
too great an extent for one government ; but it is by no 
means certain, that it will be good policy in England to 
encourage ſettlements above Montreal. Nova Scotia will 
make two governments: the diviſion is obvious. In the 
fine harbour of Paſſamaquady there is a good ſituation for 
a froncier town. If the provincial corps that are to be car- 
ried to Nova Scotia and diſbanded there, ſhould be put on 
a proper footing, they may continue to be of great ſervice, 
and lay the foundation of future ſafety. A ſmall additional 
expence, as the officers are to be on half pay, and reſide 
in the country, would enable thoſe corps to aſſemble oc- 
caſionally, and with them, two regular battalions at Ha- 
lifax, might be ſufficient for the province, unleſs a batta- 
lion towards the frontier of New England ſhould be ne- 
ceſſary. | 


+ Their courts have been put on a reſpeAable footing, 
and moderate fees have, not long ſince, been eſtabliſhed, | 


* 
j . * 


com- 
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complained of by the Canadians. If we could 
find out what government they would like beſt— 
if they could agree in their ideas of the beſt form 
of government, —they ought to have it according 
to their wiſhes, except in ſuch points as claſh with 
the neceſſary commercial intereſts of the country 
that pürtures, encourages, and protects them. All 
grievances, and every ſource of jealouſy or ful- 
picion ſhould be removed; every inhabitant would 
then apprehend a change of government as the 
greateſt evil, and every man would readily take 
arms for its defence; and by thoſe means only, 
the provinces ſhould be preſerved, No taxes 
ſhould in future be impoſed by Great Britain ; nor. 
ſhould any be raiſed, but for their own benefit, and 
for their defence and ſecurity*; when they are able, 
they ſhould pay the whole of their expences, and 
ſxed ſalaries to their governors, &c. At preſent they 
have no repreſentatives; they ſhould have a General 
Aſſembly, and trial by jury, in civil as well as crimi- 
nal caſes, If their conſtitution ſhoyld be formed on 


c 
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l or of a more miſ- 
chievous tendency at the time, than the law paſſed not 
long ſince in Eaſt Florida, for iraiſing a perpetual revenue 
of 5 per cent, upon foreign trade, at the diſpoſal of Par- 
lament. It would have produced little; and it had the 
2 appearance of proceeding from the ſuggeſtions of thoſe in 
ng, power, contrary to the principle which it was ſo neceſſary 
ied, , lo preſs, 
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the beſt plan of our late colonies “, it will, draw 
many inhabitants from them, affording an aſylum 
to the oppreſſed, and to thoſe who may ſee, the 
adyantage of living under a Britiſh government, 
and enjoying its benefits : theſe provinces will fud- 
denly become powerful, and objects of envy to 
thoſe who have preferred anarchy, diſtractiog, and 
heavy taxes, to the equitable and wiſe Rhode 
offered to them by the commiſſioners. | But 
unleſs a' free conſtitution be given, the emigra- 
tions from the American States (which, it may 
de expected, will be very conſiderable) would 


eln ſome af the colonies, the Council was nn 
by the Crown, and the office was held during pleaſure. 
In other colonies, it was choſen annually by the people. 
The Council ſhould be mare independent of the Crown, 
and entirely independent of the people: We mermbers of it 
ſhould hold theit offices during their good behaviour. If 
prejudice, qr policy fem: to make it neceſſarq, thut obe 
but Proteſtants ſhould be of the Council, yet Roman Ca: 
tholics ought to be capable of being elected of the Aſſem · 
bly. The Council would be a ſufficient check on them, 
Europe, nov in a great meaſure devoid of fanaticiſm and 
priaſt-craſt, and: the policy ſupporygy by tham, might 
learn liberalityi in theſe matters from America! Proteſ- 
tants have beeq olęcteq oi the Aſſambly in Maryland by 
Reman Catholics; yet in the moſt ſalutary meaſures, the 
timid prudence of our Minifters is apprehenſive of- excit- 
ing the clamours of bigotry, and of ſupplying the enemies 
of their cquatry with an opprorunity W mY 
tion, ; 


wh 
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only tend to weaken the power of government in 
that country, and bring about a revolution.” This - 
may be the beſt, and the only means to prevent a 
wiſh, to ſeparate from this country; for, with a 
proper conſtitution, the Canadians might be as 
happy a people as any on earth; and independence, 
that is, a ſeparation from this country, would 


prove the greateſt curſe, depriving them of the 


yery great and many advantages they will have 
over the American States, by their being a part of 
the Britiſh empire. It is obvious, that, if added to 
the Union, they would fall into a much more 


h infignificant ſtate, 


Even if they ſhould be conquered, they muſt be 


left by the conquering ſtates to their own govern- 


ment or independance. As an American ſtate, 
they would have evety obſtacte ttirown in the way = 
of their improvement. The pay of the garriſon, 
the advantage of the Britiſh money and market, will 
give briſkneſs to their rrade z and the conſequence 
will be, that fo long as we make their fituation' 
eligible, they will chuſe to be dependanc on us. 
Nothing will greſerve theſe countries to us, in a fu- 
ture ſtage of ſettlement, but their own will and con- 
ſent; nor are they worth keeping on any other rerms. 
This is only to be obtained by communicating to 
them ſuck advantages as will make ther political 
and commercial” firuation preferable, in a com- 
parative view, to that of the American States; and 
every meaſure thar may have more reftraint than 

Aa 3 real 
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real utility to the mother country, ought. to be 


avoided. In our colonies, the penal laws thatmay 
now exiſt againſt Roman Catholics, ſhould be 
equally repealed, as they have been already by the 
American ſtates. The Roman Catholics have 
proved themſelves, throughout the war, good ſub- 
jets. There are ſeveral in Nova Scotia and St, 
John's; and particularly ſome of the old Acadian 
race, who have behaved in like manner. What- 
ever makes mankind moſt eaſy and contented, are 
the beſt means to fix them, and render them 
averſe to changes. The penal laws are nothing leſs 
than cruelty and injuſtice, where there is no ne- 
ceſſity for them; they ſacrifice the happineſs and 
utility of a great number of peaceable ſubjects to 
the deſpicable humours of jealouſy and peeviſhneſs ; 
and whatever cauſe there was for caution, ſurely 
is now at an end, 

Whether it be expedient to encoufage ſettle- 
ments in the iſland of Newfoundland, has, and 
may be, conteſted. Sedentary fiſheries acroſs the 
Atlantic, under all their circumſtances, are ob- 
jectionable; but whether it is not ſtil] more dan- 
gerous to ſuffer ſettlements to form themſelves 
without ſyſtem, can ſcarce be a queſtion ? Fram 
5 to 8ooo Britiſh and Iriſh, employed in the fiſh- 
eries, remain behind on the iſland. Their occupa- 
tion in winter, is getting a few furs, cutting wood, 
preparing timber for the fiſh-ſtages, building and 
repairing boats, and occaſionally fiſhing, - they take 

advan- 
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advantage of the very firſt of the ſeaſon, in theig 

ſhallops and boats, and have ſome cargoes pre- 
pared for the earlieſt of our trading ſhips that 
arrive; and it is ſaid, the beſt fiſh is caught in 
winter. It is urged that it would be. prejudicial 
to prevent our people from remaining behind 
during the winter. The paſſage from Britain: or 
Ireland to Newfoundland, or the Bank, is ſeldom 
performed in leſs than a month or five weeks. 
The New Englanders-were there in ten or twelve 
days, which gave them a manifeſt advantage.— 
Setclements -on - Newfoundland or Nova Scotia, 
will have the ſame advantages over the New 
Englanders, that the latter had over us. The 
fiſhermen of Nova Scotia may take the advan- 
tage of fair weather, and run out on the neigh- 
bouring banks during the winter, which the New 
Englanders cannot do; but it does not occur why 
ſettlements on Newfoundland are more objection- 
able than at Nova Scotia; yet they cannot be 
recommended under the preſent ſyſtem of a float- 
ing Governor, who does not remain in thoſe parts 
more than three or four months in the year :—ſuch, 
is not worthy the name of government.“ Al- 
though, for the ſake of a neceſſary control over. 
the fiſheries, it may be proper to veſt the command 
both by land and ſea in the Admiral, as has hither- 
to been the caſe, when he is on that ſtation, ſurely 


* The officer who commands the ſhips of war on that 


Ration, is always Governor. * 
| a Lieu- 
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Lieutenant · Governor to affiſt him, and command 
in his abſence, ſeems neceſſary. But ſhould the 


preſent opportunity of forming the governments 
of the remaining colonies be neglected, it will 


never recur again. This is the moment; while 
they are in their infancy, it may be managed with 
propriety, and little difficulty ; and if their havi- 
gation: is encouraged, ſurely their ſeamen, being 
emitled to the ſame advantages, ſhould be liable 
to the ſame- ſervices as Britiſh ſeamen. In form- 
ing the governments of our old colonies, proper 
principles were neglected; and; ſince that time, 
temporiſing Miniſters often, perhaps ſometimes 
ignorantly, have given way to intereſted elamour: 
we have experienced the conſequence, The truth 
is, they were formed' at firſt almoſt without ſyſtem. 
We ſhould have led them by proper encourage · 
ments to ſuck points as would not interfere with 

vs; and we ſhould only have encouraged coloni- 

2ation in ſuch parts, where the ſtaple commodities 
would not claſh with our own, but would enrich 
and employ the colonifts, furniſhing materials for 
commerce. | ; 

In competition with the American States, Ca- 
nada and Nova Scotia will have many exclufive 
advantages. We muſt reſerve to our remaining 
colonies, thoſe to which they are entitled; We 
owe it to the Loyaliſts.“ The inhabitants of 


Exery encouragement or advantage given to Canada 
and Nova Scotia will be given in a great meaſure to the 


Loyaliſts, who may ſettle there, and who ſo well deſerve it. 
Nan- 
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Nantucket and the Fiſting Coaſt will mi 

to Nova Scotia for the fake of the ſuperior ads 
yan of our fiſheri and from other parts 
of 1 pang for | different . 
tages, which Britiſh ſubjects ſhould excluſively 
have. If we do not reſerve theſe advantages to 
our colonies, not content with the irrepirable ind 
ſor· ever · debaſing ſacrifice of the Loyatitty" and 
their property to the rebels, be "continue to bold 
out a premium for rebellion *.” But if our te- 


maining colonies are put on a proper footing, no- 
thing could be more deſtructive to their intereſt 


than a ſcparatjon from us, cher by revols, or. by | 


W. are told, un propsco cout th rd with 
the American State. 
eee wh Fra: cod Holt, n e 
werms, forbid bur being put on u better for! 
thoſe countries. + eo db 
> Wie 


* 


A very different ſyſtem is neceſſary for — mg 
of government. The late Minifters ſeem to have aced ord 
ſuch principles, that if civil war or rebellion ſhould ariſe, 
ik cannot ba ſuppaſed any reaſonable or teaſoming ma will 
ſupport Government, till what hat beerrdone i explitted. 
The Proviſtonab Articles tell us, every thing is to he loſt, 
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* Artiele IL of che RL Es 
and the United States of, America, The moſt Cluiſtian, 
| King 
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wake it unneceſſary 3 apd, i in general, nothing c can 
_ more weak than the idea. of courting com- 
ce. America will By frgm us, what ſhe 
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King: — the United 8 3 ooh to mat 
any particular favour to other nations, in reſpect of-gomy 
merce and navigation, which ſhall not immediately bo- 
come common to the other party, who ſhall enjoy the 


far favour 15 
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*. * by ineffectual f —— | atten ts to court 

commerce, we ſhall diſguſt nations with 
whom we have great intercourſe, and p judice the beſt 
wade we have. — and the coun- 
tries North of Holland, are equal to what ourſexports 
to the American States were at any times and more 
real; Britiſh ſhipping has been empſoyed to the North, 


22 had ever been employed ta che American States. 
Before the war, very few Britiſh ſhips went to the 


ports north of Philadelphia; they went principally to 
| the Southern States. 4 


1 of Ship he paid te Sk i and rm the Bat 
ier three years preceding 1782. laing: N 
W Ships in "#5754. Ships in e ur- in 190, 
Britiſh « . - = 1 — 1701 2001 
Date] — -.-, 2075 ͤa—„ä Ad 2x & FY 
French. % Dig enen e le ene 
The Britiſh ſhipping that went to Hamburg and 
other ports of the North, was alſo very conſiderable, 
but of the 2001 Britſh ſhips that paſſed the Sound to 


| td foam the Beide, the greater part made two ropages, 
© and 
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cannot get cheaper and better elſewhere, and what- 
we want from her, ſhe will fell to us, as cheap, 
as ſhe will to others. But in other reſpects ſhe 
will aſſume a tone of importance, ſhe will par- 
take of the nature of new men; ſhe has indulged 
and will indulge herſelf in puerile inſolence; in 
that, perhaps, ſhe will not ſhew herſelf much un- 
like her parent but ſhe has ſenſe and informa- 
tion; all her people, in ſome ſhape or other, are 
commercial, and in that line particularly, they 
are knowing and intelligent.“ The truth is, we 
| want 


6 WO 


and probably we had not more than 6 or 700 ſhips 
employed in that trade. 

The Dutch and French trade was a on to the 
Baltic in neutral ſhips. Many of the Dutch merchant- 
men went under Imperial, Swediſh, Pruſſian, Ruſſian, 
or Daniſh colours, and ſome Engliſh ſhips did the ſame, 
by which they ſaved conſiderably in the premtum of 


aſſurance. 


There would be a great abſence of ſenſe and intelli- 
gence, if they ſhould refuſe eithet lumber or proviſions to 
our ſhipping. They could not take a more certain and 
effectual means of encouraging and eſtabliſhing the rival 
trade of our remaining colonies. They would compleat- 
ly do what the Britiſh Legiſlature ought to do, they 
would give the monopoly of the ſupply of our Welſt- In- 
dia Iſlands to the Britiſh dominions. It may be here re- 
marked, that none but the moſt unthinking can ſuppoſe - 
Ireland will continue to give the monopoly of her market 
to our Weſt-India Iſlands, unleſs her ſhare of the mono- 
poly of the Weſt-India markets is preſerved to her. Ex- 

B b cept 
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want little of her produce in 2 Britain, 
coarſe tobacco excep ted. The fineſt tobacco 
grows in the md and in South America. 
The indigo of the illands and of South Ame- 
rica, is infinitely better than that of North Ame- 
rica; but we muſt take theſe and naval ſtorts, 
and other articles from the American States, 
which may be got as good or better elfe v here, 
in return for our manufactures, inſtead of money. 
In payment, for want of other ſuffielent returns, 
large quantities of tobacco muſt come to Great 
Britain; and we can afford to give the beſt price 
for it, by taking it in exchange for our manu- 
factures. The other principal advantage we de- 
rived from the tobacco trade, was, the employ- 


ment of our ſhipping and ſaitors z we manufac- 


tuted littie for exportation, we ſorted it for the 


European markets, and we may ſtill bave the 
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markets, We ſhall have tranſports and feutmen 


cept linens, | Ireland has. no ttade of conſequence but 


proviſions. The preſent ſyſtem encourages the Arherican 


States to a competition with her. No man can doubt the 


great advantage of the proviſion trade of Ireland to the 
empire It is this trade that principally enables Ireland 
to furniſh ſo many failors. The following exports in 

1776, will help to ſhew what it is, and that it ſhould not 


be diſcouraged, muſt be evident ;—Barrels of beef 203,685; 
ditto of pork, 72,714; flitches of bacon, 24,502 ; butter, 
272,411- cwt. tongues, 67,284; oats, 93,679 qrs. oat- 
meal, 39,428 barrels; Herrings, 15,192 barrels, 
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in plenty unemplqyed, to carry our manufactures 
to America, and to carry an the trade of the 
Weſt Indies, and ſo far from giving up any of 
the carrying trade, we ſhould exert ourſelves to 
prevent our unemployed ſeamen from paſſing 
over to the Americans. This miſchief there is 
great reaſon to fear, is now daily happening. 

We cannot therefare be too attentive to prevent 
the progreſs of an evil, which vitally affects the 
intereſts of Great Britain. 

Inſtead of exaggerating the loſs ſuffered by the 
diſmemberment of the empire, our thoughts may 
be employed to more advantage, in conſidering. 
what our ſituation really is, and what are the 
greateſt advantages that can be derived from it. 
It will be found better than we expect; nor is the 
independence of the American States, notwith- 
ſtanding their connection with France, likely to 
interfere with us fo eſſentially, as has been appre- 
hended, except as to the carrying trade, the 
nurſery for ſeamen, and this it is in our power to 
prevent in a cqpliderable degree. The carriage 
of what we uſed to ſend to America, was much 
leſs than of thoſe articles which we brought from 
thence; a few tobacco ſhips will carry back as 
much of our manufactures as all the American 
States will conſume. We muſt therefore retain the 
carrying trade wherever we poſſibly can, —But the 
demand for our manufactures will continually in- 
creaſe with the increaſing population of Ame- 
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rica. Deſponding politicians may derive ſome 


comfort from the proſpect, that if the American 


States ſhould hereafter be able to manufacture 


for themſelves, new channels of commerce will 
be opened, and the inland parts of the continent 
will require an inexhauſtible ſupply. Britiſh ma- 
nufactures will for ages aſcend the great rivers of 
that continent, and by means of a moſt extraor- 
* inland navigation,“ will be diffuſed through 

| a coun- 


* It is remarkable, that there is only one mile por- 
tage between Cayahoga river that empties itſelf into 
lake Erie, which finally runs into the river St, Lau- 
rence, and the river Muſkingum, which runs into the 
Ohio, and communicates with the gulph of Mexico, 
Notwithſtanding the navigation of the rivers St. 
Lawrence and Miſſiſſippi is obſtructed in Winter and 
Spring; in the firſt by ice, and in the latter by the 


rapidity of the waters; and notwithſtanding the diſ- 


tance is not above 60 miles between the navigable part 
of the Potomach, which runs into the Cheſapeak, and 
a navigable branch of the Ohio, yet the river St. Law- 
rence, the Lakes, the Ohio, and Miſſiſſippi, with the 
Oneydo, Mohawk, and Hudſon's rivers, as already men- 
tioned, will be the principal communications of the 


vaſt country beyond the mountains, The navigation 


of the Potomach, eight miles above Alexandria, will ad- 
mit only flat boats. The Suſquehanna being full of rapids 
and falls, and not deep, the navigation of that river is 
bad. All the rivers of the American States which run 
into the occan have in general bad navigation, and 

: only 
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a country more fertile, more ſuſceptible of popu- 
lation, and four times more extenſive than all the 
American States. The dereliction of ſuch a coun- 


try, by the late inglorious treaty, has deeply 


only for flat boats from 5 to 3o tons, except as high 
as the tides flow; but the Miſhſſippi has no tide, and 
the rivers which fall into it run through a flat coun- 
try, and are navigable to their ſources, 

Half that river has been reſerved to us by the Pro- 
viſional Treaty with the American States; but the 
right to the half, where the country on both ſides be- 
longs to Spain, is not mentioned in the treaty with 
the latter, If we had kept the Floridas, Britain would 
have been the moſt neceſſary ally to Spain; Canada 
and Nova Scotia on the back, and the Floridas in the 
front, would have awed and kept down the enterprizes 
of the American States againſt New Spain, The In- 
dians, who are powerful towards the Floridas, much 
more ſo than elſewhere, will ſoon be incited againſt 
the Spaniards, . They will be ſupplied with arms and 
ammunition. Thoſe provinces would have been a good- 
barrier between the American States and our iſlands, 
In our hands they would become populous by the migra- 
tion of Loyaliſts and other advantages, inſtead of re- 
maining almoſt deſart under the Spaniards, and if conſi- 
dered as a curb on Spain, her trade might be more effec« 
taally moleſted from the harbours of Florida, (near which 
every ſhip from the gulph of Mexico and the Havannali 
muſt paſs) than from Gibraltar. There is not a finer 
harbour, than that of Spiritu Santo, or the Bay of 
Tampa, in Eaſt Florida, | 


wounded 
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wounded the | honour, and perhaps the conſti- 
tution® of Britain, and the American States might 
well receive with aſtoniſhment, the unexpected 
gift; yet the gift however diſgraceful to ourſelves 
and unneceſſary, will be vain and uſeleſs, if not 
miſchievous, to the new ſovereign. The authority 
of the Congreſs can never be maintained oyer thoſe 
diſtant and boundleſs regions, and her nominal 

ſubjects 


The application to Parliament to enable the Crown 
to make peace with America, acknowledges, that the 
Royal prerogative was not competent to diſmember the 
empire; but the act which paſſed on that occaſion, by 
no means, enables the Crown to diſmember the Province 
of Quebec, (formed by a& of Parliament) no part of 
which was then in rebellion, or in the poſſeſſion of the 
rebels. The act, after mentioning the Thirteen revolted 
Colonies by name, gives a power to his Majeſly, © to 
conclude peace or truce with the sA1D Colonies, any 
law or act of Parliament, matter, or thing, to the con- 
trary, notwithſtanding.” And alſo, To repeal, an- 
nul, and make void, or to ſuſpend for any time, the ope- 
ration and effect of any act or acts of Parliament, which 
relate to the ſaid Colonies.” But the act 18 no 


ether power. 


- * They can deriye no benefit from the American States, 
and they will be little diſpoſed to ſhare their taxes and 
| burdens. The ſettlements on the weſt ſide of the Al- 
legany mountains are already very conſiderable, Twenty 
thouſand people at leaſt have ſettled during the war along 


the eaſtern banks of the Ohio, from Pittſburg to Kentuck, 
and. 
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ſubjects will ſpeedily imitate and multiply the 


| examples of independence. But it will be a long 


time before the Americans can manufacture for 
themſelves. Their progreſs will be ſtopped by 
the high price of labour, and the more pleaſing 
and more profitable employment of agriculture, 
while freſh lands can de gotten; and the degree 
of population“ neceſſary for manufactures cannot 
be expected, while a ſpirit of emigration, eſpe- 
cially. from the New-England provinces, to the 
interior parts of the continent, rages, full as much 
23 it has ever done from Europe to America. 
If manufacturers ſhould emigrate from Rurope 
to America, at leaſt nine-tenths of them will be- 

| | 7 come 


and the Aſſembly of Pennſylvania has already been obliged 
to make a law, declaring it treaſon for any perſon ot 
perſoris' toform independent communities in the weſtern 
parts of the ftate. 


* The following account of the population of the 
American States has the authority of Congreſs. It is 
only an eſtimate, except Rhode Iſland and Connecticut: 
the reſt, it is acknowledged, is ſet too high, and that the 
ſlaves are included. The beſt accounts ſtate the number 
of whites in the American States, as not exceeding 

1,700,000. The artifice of repreſenting them as near 
3,000,000 at the beginning of the war, is not now 
denied. 
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nofactures, when they can ot. much greater pro- 
fic by farming.“ 


eee ef the inhabiznts of the Vaited States 
of America, to be made the baſis of an aſſeſſment in the 
reſpective States. 

as ES 
New Hampſhire, - - - $2400 <'- "24 
Maſſachuſſets po - - - 35,000's + 14 
Rhode Iſland, -. - © -0,q00 - -- ar 
Connecticut - - 206,000 ¶ 386 
New York, - - 200,,́jẽ 84 
New Jerſey, - - - - 130,000 - = $4 
Pennſylvania, - - - 320,000 134 
Delaware, - - - 3800 13 
Maryland, = - - - - 220,700 = 92 
Virginia, - - - - = 400,000 - = 167 
North Carolina, - - 200, ½ - - 84 
South Carolina, - -  - 170,000 7 
Georgia, « - 25, — 1 


2,389, 300 | 1009 


* Yet the emigrants from Europe to the American 
States will he miſerably diſappointed ; however, having 
got into a ſcrape, they may wiſh to lead others after 
them. When the numberleſs difficulties of adventurers 
and ſtrangers are ſurmounted, they will find it neceſſary 
to pay taxes, to avoid which, probably they left home, 
and in the cafe of Britons, gave up great advantages. 
The ſame expence, the ſame induſtry that became abſo- 
lately neceſſary to ſave them from ſinking in m_— 


* 
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No American articles, are ſo vecefary to us, 
2 our manufactures, &c. are to the Americans, 


and 
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if properly je ja 0 parts of Europe, would 
give a good eſtabliſhment, and without the entire ſacri- 
fice of the deareſt friends and connections, whoſe fociety 
will de ever lamented, and whoſe affiſtance, although 
not to be exerted at the moment, might. at other rimes 
be moſt important. 

The abſolute neceſſity of great exertions of induſtry 
and toil, added to the want of opportunity of diffipation, 
in the peru life of new ſettlers, and the difficulty and 
ſhame of returning home, alone ſupport them 
They find theit golden dream ends, at moſt, in the poſ- 
ſeflion of a tract of wild uncultivated land, ſubject in 
many caſes to the inroads of the proper and more atyla- 
ble owners, the Indians, 

Emigration is the natural refource of the culprit, and 
of thoſe who have made themſelves the objects of con- 
tempt and neglect; but it is by no means neceſſary to 
the induſtrious. It is generally caleulated, that not 
above one emigrant in five ſucceeds ſo as to ſettle a fa- 
mily. Thoſe who cannot ſtay at home, would do better 
if they emigrated to our Weſt-India' flands ; they might 
there lay out their time and fortune with a greater ptol- 
peQ of ſucceſa, than. ip the woods of America. 

The motives that induce emigrants, except eulprits, 
io leave their country, are generally. io avoid taxes, and 
make a fortune. America is certainly not now the coun - 
try to ſuit them. There is no country in Europe that 
pa ys Tach heavy taxes, as the American States; and avs 
the number of thoſe who poſſeſs large fortunes are igcon- 
'Þderable, the taxes of courſe, fall * on the lower 

Ce ; ranks, 
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and almoſt every article of the produce of” the 


* 


ranks. An Engliſhman thinks nobody pays ſuch heavy 
taxes as he does; but when he ſees the liſt of thoſe now 
levied in the States, he i is aſtoniſhed. # 

Before the revolt, the expences of the provincial go- 
vernments of America were defrayed by a poll tax, 
and aſſeſſment on eſtates, and by an impo on ex- 
ports and imports. The mode of taxation differed how- 
ever. in. the ſeveral provinces. It is ſaid that the p province 
of New. York paid, under the Britiſh government, only 
the forty-fifth part of the ſum at which it is now 
taxed. The taxes in general are lo high | chat they cannot 
poſſibly be paid. In New England, a general exciſe 
bas been laid on all foreign articles; from two and a half 
to five per cent on wines, brandies, tea, rum: and on many 

other articles, to a ſtill higher rate, amounting to above 
20 per cent in ma y inſtances, Beſides which, taxes are laid 
on lands improved and unimproved, to be valued at the 
diſcretion of the aſſeſſor, and on houſes, All male per- 
ſons above the age of 16 and under 50, are aſſeſſed at 18], 
horſes and cattle three years old and upwards, at 4. 
each, under that age in proportion ; bogs at 208. alſo co- 
vering horſes, dogs, plate. watches, clocks, mills of all 
kinds, furnaces, forges, ſills, breweries, tan-yards, re- 
tailers of ſpirituous liquors, ferries, fiſheries, coaches, and 
carriages of all ſorts: theſe are aſſeſſed differently in the 
ſeveral provinces of America, and in general very high. 
The tonnage of veſſels of all ſorts is aſſeſſed, and the 
- ſuppoſed profits made by merchants, lawyers, and me- 
chanics, which is called a tax on faculty. The fum'aſ- 
ſeſſed on each is fixed at the arbitrary diſeretion of the 
aſſeſſors, except in the caſe of * or pracliſing 
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attornies, the loweſt of which is ditected by ſlatute, to 
be Fol. and bigher, in proportion to the viſible extent of 


their practice. Traders and merchants are aſſeſſed from 


20l. up to 1000l. in proportion, as it is preſumed by the 
aſſeſſors that their buſineſs is profitable, and the ſame 
mode is adopted even with regard to the loweſt tradeſ- 
men, Every writ, ſubpœna, or judicial paper, and 
all papers iſſued out of the probate office, are ' taxed. 
Beſides taxes laid on the above articles, every male from 
16 to 60, is obliged to labour at feaſt four days each 
year in repairing the highways and public roads, and 
more, if the ſuperintendant of the diſtrict requires it. Each 
male within the above ages, is alſo obliged to exerciſe in 
the militia at Jeaft foyr days in each year, more if the Colo- 
nel of the regiment gives orders; he is alſo obliged to fur- 
niſh himſelf with a good fuſee, a ſabre, with one pound' 
weight of powder, and four pounds weight of ball at his 
own expence. Al town, ſchgol, and pariſh charges, 
muſt continue, The expenees of each particular go- 
vernment will be greatly increaſed, now that each has 
become an independent ſovereignty — and to pay the an- 
nual expences of the general confederated government, a 
tax of 28. Gd. has already been impoſed, beſides the du- 
ties and exciſe, in ſhort, it is calculated, that a farmer 
pays nearly 1 5s. in the pound, on all the neat” income of 
his farm and of his labour. The poor labobrer maſt, be. 
ſides his militia duty, and labour on the high roads, be 
rated at 181, and of courſe pay 63 ſhillings annual tax, 


although he cannot hire himſelf out to labour, on an ave- 
ragey nnn. 10 to fal. ſterling, by the year, 
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we may have at leaſt as good and as cheap, if not 


better, elſewhere. Both as a friend, and as an 
. 


even the beſt and douteſt labourers cannot get. more; and 
all, without exceptien, from 16 years to 50, the weak 
and infirm, as well as the robuſt, are fubje& to the ſame 


poll ax. Thus thoſe who were led to believe, that in- 


dependenee would free them from all taxes or duties, 
are already become ſubject to more, and heavier, than 


are known in this, or perhaps in any other country in 
the world. Comparatively the taxes fall very lightly 
on the loweſt ranks, of people in England. the labourer 


who drinks little malt liquor, pays few, except thoſe that 


fall on ſoap, candles, ſalt, and leather. 


Letters from America mention the miſerable condition 


of emigrants, pne from a very reſpectable perſon, dated 
Philadelphia, ſays, that © a ſhip with German, and ſeveral 
with Iriſh emigrants, had arrived there. Theſe poor 
people were taught to believe that they had nothing to do 
on their arrival, but to take poſſeſſion of the vacated and 
confiſcated eſtates ; but ſo greatly are they diſappointed 
that Black Sam, who deals in fruit, has purchaſed two 


fine Iriſh youths, and employs them in bawking fruit 
about the ſtreets, and in the meaneſt employs * Iriſhmen 


juſt emancipated in Europe, go to America, to become 
ſlaves to a negro, Other letters deſcribe ſome of the 
better ſort of emigrants begging about the fireets, curſing 
their folly, and repreſenting the various means * mg 


Ic has bend ſo often ie that cer» 
tain products of the Americza States, are inferior to 


, thoſe of ihe iffarids, and ef South America, and other 


countries, that it might almoſt ſeem invidioas ; but on 
rome 


* 
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enemy, America has been -byrthenſame to Great 
Britain. It may be ſome ſatisfaction to think, 
that by her breaking off rather prematurey, 
Great Britain may find berſclf in a better ſituation 
in reſpe& to America, than if ſhe; had fallen off, 
when more ripe. America never furniſhed-us with 
ay American · born ſailors; although it has been 
afſerted that theBritiſh fleet was in great part ſup». 
plied with ſeamen from that country. More than 
dalf the number employed by the American States 
during the war, were not Americans. In the 
Southern Provinces, Britiſh and Iriſh ſailots prin- 
cipally were employed before the war; in all the 
other colonies, they were more than half Britiſh, 
except in New England, where thice-fourths 


might be natives. In the time of her. greateſt | 


proſperity, ' the money which America - raiſed, 
was trifling : She will feel the loſs of 370,000). 
2 year, which was the 'expence of the Britiſh eſtg- 
bliſhment there, and was drawn form. this coun- 
y.. Pennſylvania, even with the aid of a parlia- 
mentary donation of 80,0001, ſterling, was twenty 


rgument required it ſhould be flated. _ 
* Before the war in ve AE 


1163, to the time of the Stamp act, it was z7apeol. 


the ſtricteſt enquiry, it is found that RAY apd the 


bilkment in America was 70,000. From the peace of 


jarly, although the French were driven from North | 
c 
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years ſinking 313,043]. ſterling, granted for the 
expence of the war begun 1735, at the rate of 
18d. in the pound on the annual value of real and 
perfonal property. Pennſylvania, although ſhe 
never paid much above 20,000). F ee 
complained greatly of her taxes. \ 

It will not be an eaſy matter to bring the FA 
rican States to act as a nation; they are not to be 
feared as ſuch. by us. It muſt be a long time be- 
. . fore they can engage, or will concur, in any ma- 

terial expence. A Stamp act, a Tea act, or ſuch 
act, that can never again occur, could alone 
unite them; their climate, their ſtaples, their 
manners, are different; their intereſts oppoſite; 
and that which is beneficial to one, is deſtructive 
to the other. We might as reaſonably dread 
the effects of combinations among the German 
as among the American States, and depricate the 
reſolves of the Diet, as thoſe of Congreſs. In 
ſhort, every circumſtance proves, that jt will be 
extreme folly to enter into any engagements, h 
which we may hot toiſb to be bound bereafter. It is fu 
| impoſſible to name any material advantage the WW cht 
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| ded, The cuſtoms from the 5th. of January, 1968, when , 
the Board was eſtabliſhed, to 1775, when the troubles WW wh; 
began, amounted to about 290, oool. in a little more ed 
than ſeren years; out of which the expence of collecting wit! 

is to de deductel. The only other revenue was the 
quit vents, which were never tolerably paid, and barely 


ey” the expenes of collecting. 41 =) 5 
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American States will, or can give ut in return 
more than what. we of coutſe ſhall have. No 


teaty can be made with the American States 


that can be binding on the whole of them. The 


act of Confederation does not enable Congreſs to 
form more than general treaties :*. at the moment 
of the-higeſt authority of Congreſs, the power in 
queſtion; was with-held-by the ſeveral States. No 
treaty that could be made, would ſuit the different 


= Part of the ninth, article Fg Confaleration, ke. 
00 Provided chat no treaty of commerce ſhall be made, 
'whereby ' the legiſlative power of the reſpective States 
ſhall be reftrained 'from impoſing ſuch impoſts and du- 
ties on 'fordignets,' as their on people are ſubject to, 
or from , prohibiting the exportation or importation of 
any ſpecies of goods or | commodities whatſoever; of 
eſtabliſhing rules for deciding in all caſes what captures 
on land or water ſhall be legal, and in what manner 
prizes taken by land or naval forces in the ſervice of 
the American States, ſhall be divided or appropriated ; 

of granting letters of marque and repriſal in times of 


peace; appointing courts for the trial of piracies and 


felonies committed on the high ſeas; and eftabliſhing 
courts for receiving and determining finally, appeals in 
all caſes of captures.” 

The ſixth article ſays, © No State ſhall lay any duties 
which may interfere with Ripulations in treaties enter- 
& into by the American States, in Congreſs aflembled, 
with any Prince or State, in purſuance of any treaties 
already propoſed to the courts of France and Spain.” 


The Confederation is dated the gth of July, 1778. 


intereſts. 


I ————— ————— 


— -- — 


1 

— ——ñͥ d 
- Intereſts. ben treaties ars neceſſary, they ma 
be made with the States ſeparatdy. Bach State 
bus reſerved every power relative % imports, exports 
probibieions, duties, &r. to itſelf. But ww teat 
ar preſent is nereſſary, We trade with ſeveral'very 
conſiderable nations, withott commercial treaties, 
The novelty of the cafe, and the neceffity of en- 
quiry. and full confideration, make it improper 
for us to hurry into any engagements that may 
poſſibly injure our navigation. When men talk 
of Hberality and reciprocity in commercial mat- 
ters, it is clear, either that they have no argument, 
or no knowledge of the ſubject, that they are ſup- 
porting a favourite hypotheſis, or that they are in- 
tereſted. It is not friendſhip or favour, but ex- 
actneſs and punctuality, that is leaked for in com- 
meroe. Our great national object is to raiſe as 
many failors and as much ſhipping as poſſible; 
Jo far afts of parliament may have effect; bur nei- 
ther acts of parliament nor treaties, in matters 
merely commercial, will have any force, farther 
than the intereſts of individuals coincide; and 
wherever advantage is to be gotten, the indivi- 
dual will purſue it. 

At ſeaſt four-fifths of the importations from 
Europe into the American States, were at all 
times made upon credit; and undoubtedly the 
States are in greater want of credit at this time 


than at former periods. Ir can be had only in 
| Great 


> © EF 0 % & —= = 2 = nnd Oo = jwaj ww wy — — T 


201 } | 
Great . The — who gave them 
credit, 


* This credit was ſo extenſive, and ſo firetthed be- 
beyond all proper bounds, as to threaten the ruin of every 
Britiſh merchant trading to America, in the year 1772. 
The long credit given to America, the diſculty of. reco- 
vering debts, (which from the feebleneſs of the new go- 
vernments, muſt become ſtill more difficult) greatly pre- 
judiced our trade with that country, and made bankrupts 
of almoſt three-fourths of the merchants of London 
trading to America, particulatly to Virginia and Mary- 
land. It is ſaid, that more goods have been ſent to 
America in 2785, than that country could poſſibly 
pay for in, three years. Too much credit is an exceſs 
in the principles of commerce; it ever muſt produce bank- 
ruptcy in thoſe who give it. Our merchants, it is to be 
hoped, have acquired experience from the wiſdom of the 
Dutch, and from the-folly of many of our own and of 
the French merchants. Unleſs there is prudence, the 
credit given by the Britiſh merchants will, for ſome 
years, in the preſent impoveriſhed ſtate of America, 
be a drain to the wealth of Britain ! But the enterpriz- 
ing ſpirit of our merchants will lead them, and their 
wealth will enable them, to give a proper credit. From 
them only, the Americans can have that credit which 
is ſo neceſſary to their commerce. It may be thought, 
that having conſidered in what degree and manner 
America can ſupply us, for ſo much, and no more, we 
ought ro reckon on her: demand for our manufactures; 
dut if the exports from the American States to this 
country are not ſufficient to pay for the Britiſh mant - 
Eures they may want, they muſt pay the difference 
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credit, are all bankrupts: French merchants, can - 
not give much credit. The Dutch in general 
have not truſted them to any amount; thoſe who 
did have ſuffered; and it is not the cuſtom of the 
Dutch to give credit, but on the beſt ſecutity. It is 
therefore obvious, from this and the foregoing ſtate 
of imports and exports, into hat channels the com- 
meree of the American States muſt inevirably flow, 
and that nearly four-fifths of their importations * 
will be from Great Britain directly. Where articles 
are oy AN the ee eredit afforded by 
at 28243 worth 
71 % Reil: {0 - his bt ae 

as they 4104 1 to ** nean in bills of exchange upon 
Spain and other countries, whick they will get in return 
for their ſalted fiſh, flour, and other articles of export to 
thoſe places. The Appendix gives the balance or exceſt 
of exports to, and imports from the American States, and 
fhews the large ſums which the Northern States of Ame- 
n eee ns ee 
Ke. Notwithſtanding the ON ES 
the diſadvantages ariſing from the war, Britzh, manuſac- 
| tures, to-a vaſt amount, had the preference, aud in great 
part ſupplied. America, though burdened; with double 
freight, double port charges and commiſſion, and a cit> 
cuitous voyage through a Neutral. port. Beſides, what 
went tothe Americans through Halifax, New-York, South 
Carolina and. Georgia, many ſhips which cleared fot 
New York and Halifax at the ports of London, Briſtol, 
Liverpool, Scotland, and lreland, went at great riſque, 
and in the face of the act of Copgreſs, directly to North 
2 1 America. 
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Fogland _ always give the — The 
American will, doubtleſs, attempt to perſuade 

1183718 3 5 dhe 
America. One ſhip in particular, loaded with Britiſh 
goods, cleared from London 'for New Vork, but went 


directly to Boſton; the cargo was ſold: wholeſale, for 


ol. per cent. profit — what did the confumer pay 
who bought the articles by retail? Several cargoes 
that went to the American States, were paid for in 
ready money, before departure from England 3 and 
all this happened when the markets and manufac- 
tures of France and Holland, &c. were open to chem. 
Theſe facts being riotorious, can it be ſuppoſed, our 
manufactures being ſo much better, ſo much cheaper, 
and fo much more ſuitable, as to ſupport themſelves 
againſt all theſe diſadvantages in war, that they will 
not occupy the American markets in peace? And no 
ſmall advantage may ariſe to this country from the 
diſtruſt. the French and Americans” have of each other 
in commercial matters. The French fearing to conſign 
their goods to Americans, ſent out factors; while the 
latter, equally jealous, ſent their own people to tranſ- 
act their buſineſs in France, here ſeveral houſes were 
eſtabliſhed during the war, which ſince the peace are 
ſettled or ſettling in England. American ere 
alſo in Holland to little advantage. 

The Americans muſt ſeek the commerce of Britain, 
becauſe” our manufatures are moſt ſuitable, Few 


trading Americans ſpeak any foreign language; they 


are acquainted with our laws as well as with our lan- 
guage. They will put a confidence in Britiſh mer- 
chants, which they will. not in thoſe of other nations, 
with whoſe people they are unacquainted, as well as 
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the Britiſh merchant to be his ſecurity. with 
foreigners ; but it is certain many foreign articles 
will go to America through Great Britain, as 

formerly, on account of the difficulty the Ame- 
rican merchant would find in reſorting to every 
quarter of the world to collect a cargo; The 
Americans . ſend ſhips to be loaded with all forts 
of European goods. A general cargo for the Ame- 
rican market cannot be made up on ſuch advan- 
tageous terms in any part of the world as in 
England. In our ports, all articles may be got 
with diſpatch—a moſt winning circumſtance in 
trade; but wherever they carry fiſh, and thoſe 
articles for which England cannot be the entrepot, 
they will take back wine, ſilk, oil, &c. from Spain 
and Portugal, and the Mediterranean.“ But if 


we 


with their laws and language. They have impreſſions 
of the arbitrary proceedings of the French; they will 
recollect, that when they went to the French iſlands, 
they were not permitted to ſell the proviſions, &c. 
they had imported, until the French merchants had 
ſold all theirs; that the French took their goods at 
| what price they pleaſed, and charged them as they 
thought proper for their own. 


* It is not probable the American States will have 2 
very free trade in the Mediterranean ; it will not be 
the intereſt of any of the great maritime powers to 
protect them there from the Barbary States, If they 
know their intereſts, they wilFnot encourage the Ame- 
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we maintain the cargying trade, half the com- 
merce of the American States, or leſs than half, 

without 
ricans to be carriers. That the Barbary States are ad - 
vantageous to the maritime powers is certain, If they 
were ſuppreſſed, the little States of Italy, &c. would 
have much more of the carrying trade. The French 
never ſhewed themſelves worſe politicians, than in en- 
couraging the late armed neutrality ; but notwithſtand- 
ing their exultation in it at firſt, it was not long before 
they were ſenſible of their bad policy. The league 
probably would not long have held together; the Danes 
had already relaxed, It was the part the Dutch were 
taking in that league, that brought on them a war, 
that has neither been very glorious for them, nor advan- 
tageous. The armed neutrality would be as hurtful to 
the great maritime powers, as the Barbary States are 
uſeful, The Americans cannot protect thetnſclves 
from the latter; they cannot pretend to a navy, In 
war, New England may have privateers, but they will 
be much fewer than they have been; they will be 
few indeed, if we do not give up the Navigation act. 


The beſt informed ſay, not leſs than three-fourths of 


the crews of the American privateers, during the late 
war, were Europeans. It has been ſhewn, America 
has not many ſailors, and they are not likely to be in- 
creaſed if we are prudent; and when Iriſhmen learn 
to employ themſelves better than in fighting the bat- 


tles of the Americans, by ſea as well as by land, the 


character of the latter will not, in general, be very 


martial; their condition, ſtate, circumſtances, intereſts 


muſt prevent. ft is remarkable how few good harbours 
there are for large ſhips*of war in the American States, 


(2085) 
without che expence of i their government and 
* and without che ektravaganee of 


boun- 


ſouth of Cape Cod, at leaſt we have found none ex- 
cept at Rhode ifland; and if a navy could be afforded, 
chere would be as much difficulty i in agreeing, that ſo 
 effential an eſtabliſhment ſhould be at Rhode iſland, as 
there would be in removing the” Dutch Admiralty 
from Amſterdam, whofe harbour is remarkably bad, 
and' greatly inferior to ſeveral others in Holland—but 
the influence of Amſterdam is powerful. To the 
forthward of the Bay of Fundy, there is not flow of 
tide” ſirfficient to enable the Americans to have a dry 
dock for ſhips of the line. The want of durability in 
their timber would alone make a navy moſt expenſi ve 
to them. Immediately on the peace, their maſter builders 
leſt off building, on account of the high wages, the high 
price of certain materials, and the ſmall demand for 
Adipping ; but as to the expence of forming and maintain- 
ing a a my, it may be obſerved, that before "the war, 
America baiſed a revenue of nearly 62,7001. which is 
not 4 fWAarth'part of what ſhe: muſt now raiſe; without 
an attempt at having one ſhip of war, allowing very 
moderately for her different eſtabliſhments, and only the 
imereſt of the debt ſhe has acknowledged. A country 
which has ſuch opportunity of farming, cannot be ſup- 
poſed to produce many ſeamen. There is not a poi 
bility of ber maintaining a navy. That country, con- 
cernimg ieh vyrfters of fively imaginations have lately fail 
£5 thuth, is weakneſs itſelf. Exclufive of its poverty, and 
watit of refources, having loſt all credit, its independent go- 
vernrzefits, Nſcordant interefts; and the reat improbability 
of king agaln together, the 3 Fone of ſuch 
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Bermudas and Bahamas, properly managed, might eſſan- 
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monopoly, ſuch as it ways: 11 Von, 
Free ports at Bermuda, the Wen wet 
* 2 hes bern ware! as means of 
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ſpot in Europe inhabited by the Dutch, is compatible 
with ſtrength. If the inhabitants were collected on one 
tenth part of her territory, ſq would be infinitely more 
powerful, and might be more commercial. Her popu- 
lation is not likely | to increale a. as it has done, at leaſt on 
her coaft, On the contraty, thi preſent inhabitants are 
likely'to fall back to the” interior country to get better 
land, and to avoid takes; ant there they may; in ſome 
ages, become a numerous a8 a countty of farmers, wich- 
out markets, can, be expected. hut the ſettlers bayond 
the Aer . become commercial. 


” 
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* We had better think of eſtabliſhing the Load or 
the Bahamas, -in the beſt mannet we can ; inhabitants 
are wanting on theſe large and numerous Hands, Many 
of thoſe unhappy people might live there comfortably in 
a ſhort time, cultivating lands for cotton, building ſhipa, 
&c. Valuable hard timber, fuck as mahogany, xc. abound 
in thoſe iſlands. They ſhould be enconraged to dire& 
their views to navigation as the Bermudans de The 
grouth of cedar on the rocky ſoil and mountains of Ber- 
muda is wonderful; in 25 or 30 years, it is of fe ſul- 
ficient for their largeſt ſhips. The timbers-of a cedar 
veſſel will laſt for generations. - The Bermudas mould 
be fortified, and have a reſpeRable garriſem, and a 
cireumſpect officer,. or be difmaptled entirely. But the 
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aſſiſting commerce. Particular free ports are in · 
Jurious ;---if general regulations cannot be made 
to anſwer the purpoſe intended, we ſhould 
not venture to make a change. We had better 
give up the iſlands than open the trade to the 
Americans, or any nation; and we may almoſt as 
well open the trade as make free ports in the Weſt 
Indies. Before it is done, Weſt-India cuſtom- 
houſe officers ſhould be leſs corrupt. The ad- 
vantage to be derived from a Britiſh free port, 
which cannot be got through a a foreign free port 
in thoſe parts, does not appear. It will be ſaid, 
through free ports, we ſhould. get Spaniſh dollars. 
It is anſwered, the latter may be got without fuch 


means. The introduction of the produce of fo- 


reign iſlands into Britiſh free ports, might hurt out 
Weſt-India iſlands, and ſmuggling would be 
greatly encouraged by them ; but above all other 
conſiderations, free * will be dangerous to out 


tially. * the French an] Spaniſh Weſt-lodi 
trade. 

| Nothing is more reſpectable 4 the liberality and 
good policy of Ireland towards the Genevans. No coun- 
try is more forward in generoſity. If ſhe has the means, 
why is not the bounty of Ireland extended to Ame- 
rican Refugees? She wants inhabitants. It would be a 
great acquiſition for England, if the Loyaliſts were put in 
poſſeſſion of all the royal foreſts, chaces, and waſte lands 
of England. But where would they find the money to 
cultixate hem? They might ſell a part. 
HS 37 1h oat carrying 
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cartying trade; they will undoubtedly be the means 
of dividing it with others. American, or the ſhip- 
ping of any nation, would carry from themour Weſt- 
India produce where they pleaſed. They may be 
advantageous to individuals; but if a free port is 
in any caſe neceſſary, or proper, it muſt. be at Ber- 
muda, . or one of the Bahama iſlands, and for thoſe 
articles only that it may be abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Britiſh Weft-India iſlands to have from the 
Southern American States, Indian corn, and rice ; 
and rum only ſhould be received. in return, The 
laws of Congreſs could not prevent the Ameri- 
cans from running to Bermuda with their provi- 
lions, & c, Free ports, however, in thoſe parts 

tue abſolutely unneceſſary z in many reſpects theß 
b are exceptionable; but the allowing the pro- 
oe duce and merchandize of the American States, 
ut imported only in ſnips of that country or of Britain, 
to be ſtored, until a ſale can be made of them at 
home, or in ſome other part of Europe, might be of 
great advantage to both countries. The produce 
and merchandize when landed ſhould, if ſold for 
conſumption in the kingdom, be ſubject to, and 
pay, when taken from the warehouſes, the duties 
and taxes which are, or may be, laid upon ſuch ar- 
ticles; but ſuch part as ſhall be re-exported to 
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* Dunkirk is much more hurtful to France ata free 
port, than advantageous, No ſeverities or precautions 
can prevent the ſmuggling from thence into the country 
a great quantity of goods. 

Ee 


foreign 
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foreign markets, ſhould be ſubject to no burthen 


whatever, excepting the uſual ſtore- rent, and un- 
avoidable charges at the Cuſtom Houſe; and regu- 
lations ſhould be made, giving every poſſible fa- 
cility at the Cuſtom Houſes. By this means the 
Britiſh merchant will have the management of the 
ſales and the advantages to be derived from them; 
and the American, without running the riſk, and 
incurring the expence of going from one port to 
another, will be at all times ſure of the beſt market 

to be had in Europe. The American commerce, 

eſpecially for the moſt neceſſary and the moſt bulky 
articles, would, in a great meaſure, center in this 

kingdom. The merchants in America, not being 
able to make remittances in advance, but, on the 

contrary, obliged to go in great part on credit, 

being enabled thus to depoſit their effects at the 

diſpoſal of their correſpondents, at the higheſt mar- 
ket which can be had in Europe, and in caſe they 

are univerſally low on the arrival of the produce, 

to wait a demand, and riſe of them, will derive to 
themſelves a very eſſential advantage; and the Bri- 
tiſh merchant being ſecured in his returns, will res- 

dily anſwer the American orders for goads, pre: 

vious to the ſale of the articles that have been ſhip- 
ped to him for payment. By adopting this plan, + 

we ſhould have the carrying from hence of the ſe- 

veral articles, or great part of them, in Britiſh 
' ſhips. - This might in a great degree prevent thc 
"ſhips of the American States from going to othe! 
4 . : countries, 


— 


E 


countries, and taking from thence produce and ma 


nufactures merely for a freight, though not ſo ad- 
vantageous; and it would promote the taking, 
through Britain, ſuch articles as the American States 
may want from other countries, which this country 
does not ſupply. The articles ſhould be placed in 
public ſtores, and only certain ports ſhould be al- 
lowed to receive them.* France is not without the 
idea of opening ports in the manner now men- 
tioned. The idea is ſuggeſted here for conſideta- 
tion, and may be worthy attention. For the ac- 
| commodation 


* Since the laſt edition of this pamphlet, the mode here 
propoſed has been adopted; but the idea would have been 


ill better carried on with reſpect to tobacco, if at the 


end of the fifteen months (the expiration of the bond) 
the whole or any part of the depoſited tobacco under 
the king's locks could be entered for inland or home 
conſumption on the ſame duties or diſcount as on the 
day of arrival. It would encourage the American to de- 
poſit his tobacco here, waiting for a foreign market, hav- 
ing it in his power to take it out on the ſame terms as 
on the firſt importation. It gives an advantage to capitals 
in trade, by not inducing prompt payment for the ſake 
of the diſcount. 


It is a moſt extraordinary circumſtance, that a na- 
tion, which ſtates itſelf to be commercial, ſhould not 
have a Miniſter, or Board, or perſon whatever, who ne- 
ceſſarily attends, and applies to, comprehends or conſi - 
ders the ſtats of commerce Some eſtablihment ef the 
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commodation of our merchants, all high- duty 
goods ſhould be allowed to be warehouſed, = 
to be taken for exportation free of duty. 

diſtreſs which frequently ariſes from the want — 
ready money to ſatisfy the duties at the time 
of importation, would be effectually prevented; 
as likewiſe the various artifices made uſe of at 
preſent to obtain drawbacks fraydulently, by 


2 
»„— 


kind might have been, particularly at this moment, of 
the utmoſt advantage. A knowledge of the nature, ex- 
tent, operation, influence, and changes of commerce, 
cannot be expected from Miniſters in general, eſpecially 
of thoſe, the application of whoſe whole time to the bu- 
ſineſs of keeping themſelves in office, is barely ſufficient 
for the purpoſe, (yet ſuch is called government in this 
country.) A Committee of the Privy Council may now 
and then ſpare a moment to try a plantation cauſe ; but 
it is an inſult to the underſtanding of any man ac- 
quainted with this country to ſay, that the Privy Coun- 
eil will ever form or follow any ſyſtem, examine into, 
and really underſtand, the concerns of commerce; and it 
muſt ever be a reflection, on the underſtanding of the na- 
tion which ſo readily gave up, and on that bill which abo- 
liſhed the Board of Trade, without ſubſtituting any thing 
in its place; at the ſame time ſuffering ſuch offices to 
exiſt in the manner they then did, as the Tellers of the 
Exchequer, Auditors of the Exchequer and Impreſt, and 
the ſinecure offices of the Cuſtoms, &c. If the Board of 
Trade gave improper influence (which few people ſeem 
now to think it did) or was improperly filled up, the 
objections might have been removed, without the ſtrang- 
_ eſt neglect of our colonies and commerce, by the aboli- 
tion of the only board which could be uſeful to both. 
which 
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which there can be no doubt that the revenue 
ſuffers conſiderably, probably more than it gains 
by the ſums retained at preſent for goods ex- 
ported.“ No drawbacks ſhould be allowed after 
the goods have been taken out for home con- 
ſumption, and the duties once ſatisfied. Each 
delivery: of goods from the warehouſe ſhould be 
of ſufficient quantities to prevent hardſhips, vexa- 
tions or otherwiſe, by too frequent attendances. . 

The facts on which theſe obſervations are foun - 
ded, were not by any means lightly taken vp; 
they have been minutely and carefully enquired 
into, and ſtrictly examined, eſpecially thoſe which 
are in any degree material; but there may be 
miſtakes, although every precaution has been 
taken to avoid them, and they ate, for this rea- 
ſon, publicly ſubmitted to ſtill farther enquiry, 


In 1772, previous to the war, the import of tobacco 
into Scotland, was 45,259,6751b. duties 1,178,6371. 
the export that year was 44, 423, 412; drawback 
1,156,859l, In 1773, the import of tobacco was 
44,543,050lb. duties 1,159,9751.the export 46, 389,5 181b. 
the drawback 1,208,060, But when the import and ex- 
port were reduced by the war comparatively almoſt to no- 
thing, the revenue was improved. In 1781, the import 
was 1,952,243Ibs. duties 53,3811. export 1,788,0571bs. 
drawback 48,89al. In 1782, the import was 2,624,807Ibs, 
duties 110,2781. exports 934,2821b. drawback 39,2521. 
So that in the two years when the commerce was at the 
higheſt, the revenue loſt 26,3071. but in the two years 
when it was at the loweſt, it gained 75,5151. 


The 
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The obſervations have been thrown out as they 
occurred, in a hurry, and without a nice attèn- 
tion to method or to ornament. The purpoſe, 
however, will be anſwered, if they ſhould lead 
men, to ſee the neceſfity of maintaining the ſpi- 
rit of our navigation laws, which we ſeemed 
almoſt to have forgot, although to them we owe 
our conſequence, our power, and almoſt every 
great national advantage. The Navigation act, 
the baſis of our great power at fea, gave us the 
trade of the world: if we alter that act, by per- 
mitting any ſtate to trade with our iſlands, or by 
fuffering any ſtate to bring into this country any 
produce but its own, we deſert the Navigation act, 
and ſacrifice the marine of England. But if the 
principle of the Navigation a&t* be properly 

under - 


* Sir Joſiah Child, in his diſcourſe on trade, mention- 
ing the Navigation act, ſays, “ I am of opinion, that 
ein relation to trade, ſhipping, proſit, and power, it is 
« one of the choiceſt and molt prudent acts that ever 
as made in England, and without which, we had 
« not been owners of one-half of the ſhipping, nor 
te trade, nor employed one-half of the ſeamen which 
« we do at preſent.” The Navigation act was only of 
ſeventeen or eighteen years ſtanding when he wrote. 
He adds, „this kingdom being an iſland, the defence 
« of which has always been our ſhipping and ſeamen, 
«it ſeems to me abſolutely neceſſary that profit and 
*« power ought jointly to be conſidered; and, if fo, I 
&« think none can deny but the act of Navigation has, 

* and 
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underſtood, and well followed, this country may 
ſtill be fafe, and great. Miniſters will find, when 


the 


«and does occaſion building and employing of three 
« times the number of ſhips and ſeamen that otherwiſe 
« we ſhould or would do.” Talking of America and 
our Weſt-India iſlands, he ſays, © if they were not 
« kept to the rules of the act of Navigation, the con- 
e ſequence would be, that in a ſew years, the benefit 
«of them would be wholly loſt to the nation.” He 
ſaid, © the Navigation act deſerved to be called our 
« CHaRTA MARITIMA,” 

None of our writers have ſhewn themſelves greater 
enemies to reſtrictions, mouopolies, &c. than Mr. 
Adam Smith. In his excellent treatiſe on the wealth 
of nations, ſpeaking of the Navigation Act, he ſays, 
« It is not impoſlible, that ſome of the regulations of 
« this famous act may have proceeded from national 
tt animoſity. They are as wiſe, however, as if they 
« had all been dictated by the moſt deliberate wiſdom. 
National animoſity, at that particular time, aimed 
« at the ſame obje which the molt deliberate wiſdom 
« would have recommended, the diminution of the 


4 nayal power of Holland, the only naval power which 


« could endanger the ſecurity of England.“ 

He adds, the act of Navigation is not favourable to 
te foreign commerce; and afterwards ſays, it is true 
ce that it lays no burden upon foreign ſhips that come to 


e export the produce of Britiſh induſtry, Even the an- 
* cient alien's duty, which uſed to be paid upon all goods 


« exported es well as imported, has, by ſeveral ſnbſc- 
& queat acts, been taken off from the greater part of the 
6 articles of exportation. But if foreigners, either by 

pro- 
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che country underſtands the queſtion, that the 
principle of the Navigation act muſt be kept 
entire 


« prohibitions or high duties, are hindered from coming 
« to ſell, they cannot always afford to come to buy; 
ce hecauſe, coming without a cargo, they muſt loſe the 
ce freight from their own country to Great Britain. 
« By diminiſhing the number of ſellers, therefore we 
ce neceſſarily diminiſh that of buyers, and are thus like- 
e ly, not only to buy foreign goods dearer, but to ell 
&« our own cheaper, than if there was a more perfect 
freedom of trade. As defence, however, is of much 
© more importance than opulence, the act of Navigation 
« is, perhaps, the wiſeſt of all the commercial regu- 
© Jations of England. He alſo ſays, there ſeems to be 
© two caſes in which it will generally be advantageous 
&© to lay ſome burden upon foreign, for the encourage- 
© ment of domeſtic, induſtry. The firſt 1s, when 
cc ſome particular ſort of induftry is neceſſary for the 
te defence of the country. The defence of Great 
« Britain, for example, depends very much upon the 
number of its ſailors and ſhipping. The act of Navi- 
« cation, therefore, very properly endeavours to give 
« the ſailors and ſhipping of Great Britain the mono- 
poly of the trade of their own country; in ſome caſes 
« by abſolute prohibitions, and in others by heavy bur- 
« Jens upon the ſhipping of foreign countries,” He 
then ſtates, firſt, That part of the act which ſays, * Alt 
4e ſhips, of which the owners, maſters, and three fourtha 
. « of the mariners are not Britiſh ſubjects, are prohibited, 
upon pain of forſeiting ſhips and cargo, from trading 
e to the Britiſh ſettlements and plantations,” * Ket 


| ave 7 


entire, and that the carrying trade muſt not in 
my degree be hazarded. They will ſee the preci- 
pice on which they ſtand; any negle& or miſma- 
nagement in this point, or deſertion of national in- 
| tereſt, to gain a few temporary votes, will -inevi-! 
| tably bring on their downfal, even more deſervediy 
than the miſerable peace brought on that of their 
predeceſſors; and as the miſchief will be more 
wanton, their fall will be, as it ought — more 


-. 


ignominious. Their conduct on this occaſion 
ought to be the teſt of their abilities and good 
L management, and muſt determine the degree 
n of confidence which ſhould be placed in them 
- for the future. This country has not found 
7 itſelf in a more intereſting and critical ſitua- 
* tion than it is at preſent. It is now to be de- 
* cided whether we are to be ruined by the inde- 
. pendence of America, or not. The peace, in 
at | 

he Reſtraints upon trade are for the general good of the 
i- empire. We may learn from the beſt writers upon the 
ve ſubject, that the freedom of commerce is not a power 
o- Fanted to merchants te do what they pleaſe ; this would 
ſes be more properly the ſlavery. The conſtraint of the 


merchant is not the conſtraint of commerce, The laws 
He conſtrain the merchant, but it is in favour of commerce, 
Alt exactly as in the body politic, the checks of licentiouſ- 
tha neſs are productive of true liberty; or, in the indivi- 
ed, dual, the due regulation of free-will is the perfection 
ing af virtue. 


el. | rt compariſon, 


1 
eompariſon, was a trifling object; and, if the 
negflect of any one intereſt more than another de- 
ſerves impeachment, ſurely it will be the neglect 
of this, which involves in it, not merely the 
greatneſs, but even the very exiſtence of our 
eountry. 
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APPENDIX. 


TRE following Tables will afford abundant 
matter of obſervation to the intelligent. They 
are formed from authentic documents; a conſider- 
able part from a number of papers which were 
laid before the Houſe of Commons, in conſe- 
quence of a motion from the author; and this 
opportunity may be taken for mentioning, 
that all the calculations, and all the obſerva- 
tions, throughout the work, are founded on 


authentic documents, ſome procured not without 


trouble and expence, and others furniſhed by the 
liberal concurrence of thoſe who were poſſeſſed of 
papers that could illuſtrate and eſtabliſh the argu- 
ments which are flow brought forward. They 
are ſo voluminous, that a very ſmall part only 
could be given to the public; but the endeavour 
has been, to ſele& the moſt comprehenſive, and 
the moſt uſeful. 

The Tables No. I. and II, Shew the amount of 
the principal American and Weſt-Indian ſtaple 
commodities, which were imported into, or ex- 
ported from, Great Britain, during the year 1773» 

Ff2 the 


the moſt proſperous of dur commerce, and during 
1782, the year of the moſt general war the nation 
ever ſuſtained. This table is curious, as well as 
inſtructive. The imports and exports of 1773, 
exhibit a view of our colony trade during i its uſual 
courſe; thoſe of 1782, point out the circuiteus 
courſe that the ingenuity of individuals concerned 
in trade, had found for their ventures under the 
greateſt embarraſſments. 

No. III. Gives the total of the i po ** ex- 
ports of che beſote · mentioned ſtaple commodities 
for a period of ten years, e ing their r 
tions in peace and war. 2 

No. IV. Gives the imports into Amgica = 
the South of Europe, from Africa and the Weſt 
Indies, which, including the Wine Iſlands, were the 
only countries with which the ſeveral provinces 
could carry on any legal commerce. Alſo, an 
eſtimate of their value at the port of i importation, 
excluſive of duties. 

No. V. and VI, Give the exports from 3 
ca, to all parts permitted by law; with an eſti- 
mate of their value at the port of exportation. 

No. VII. Shews the number of veſſels employed 
by the continental Colonies, with their tonnage, 
immediately before the revolt. 

No. VIII. Gives the ſtate of the French New- 
foundland fiſhery before the war of 13744; © 
which ſtate, or nearly the ſame, that rival nation 
is now reſtored by the laſt peace, 


Table 
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Table No. IX. Gives the imports and ex- 
ports of England, from and to all parts; toge- 
ther with the balance of trade from 1700 to 
1780, incluſive, according to averages of each 
ſucceeding ten years; which averages are much 
more to be relied on, than thoſe of two, three, or 
five years, becauſe by taking ſingle years, or ſhort 
averages, a balance may be exhibited as very large, 
or very ſmall. The balance or exceſs of exports has 
been various, and not always in proportion to the 
value exported. In 1750, the total value of ex- 
ports amounted” to 13, 132, 04 I. 38. 1d. and the 


_ exceſs or balance to 7,359,964 l. os. 8d. but in 


1771, when the exports were at the higheſt ever 
known, viz. 17,161,1461. 14s. 2d. the balance 
or exceſs was only 4,339,1501. 178. 5d. 

Thoſe who reaſon merely from theſe balances, 
and are content with ſuch a ſuperficial view, will 
find themſelves liable to much error. The unfa- 
vourable appearance of the balance of trade at 
ſome periods, has ariſen not ſo much from a dimi- 
nution of our exports, as from an increaſe of our 
imports, confiſting chiefly of materials for our 
increaſing manufactures. Our imports have in- 
creaſed in thirty years, from leſs than ſeven mil- 
lions and an half, to upwards of eleven millions 
and an half. 

| The average exports from 1760 to 1779, exceed 
thoſe from the latter period to 1780, above 
900,000]. this is eaſily accounted for by the 
American war ; a very great part of the decreaſe 

I aroſe 
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aroſe from the loſs of the tobacco, rice, and ather 
trade in American produce, during the laſt five 
years of the latter period, which had been valued 
outwards, as part of pur exports; and it had alfo 
been valued inwards, as part af our imports. It 
may here be worthy of obſervation, that although 
upon the ten years average, from 1970 to 1780, 
there ſeems an annual balance of 2, 162, 280l. in 
our favour; perhaps more than that ſum was ab- 
ſorbed by the amount of goods ſmuggled: into 
this country, and by the intereſt paid to foneiguers 
on our national debt: the former has been ſtated 
at about two millions; and if the proportion of 
capital ſtock, belonging to perfons reſiding abroad, 
be, as is ſaid, upwards of thirty millions, the 
yearly intereſt to be remitted them is about 
goo, ooo l. Theſe would produce a balance againſt 
us of above 650,000]. which is no ways recon- 
-cileable with the ſuppoſed increaſing wealth of 
this country during the above period. On the 
other hand, it ought to be remarked, that the un- 
favourable balance on the Weſt- India commerce, 
-amounting, during the ſame period, to 1,664, 38 l. 
ought to be taken into the account, as fo large 2 
ſum had been admitted into the general balance 
-againſt this country. About one third of that 
amount of the Weſt-India produce, thus ſent to 
this country, is ſaid to be ſpent among us, partly 
by the owners of the eſtates, or partly in payment 
of the intereſt of the large ſums of money bor- 


' rowed from the people of England, The value 
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of the ſlaves ſent by the merchants of this country 
from Africa to the Weſt Indies, ſhould be added; 
and ſuch parts of the income of Iriſh eſtates alſo 
ſpent in Britain, and the great private fortunes 
which have come from India through other com- 

tries. The amount of theſe are very vaguely com- 
puted, as well as the amount of the money ſpent” 
abroad by Britiſh ſubjects; but the circumſtances 
now mentioned, help to ſhew, that we ſhould: 
not always pronounce the nation enriched or 
ruined, from a view of Cuftom-houſe balances. 
When exchange is in our favour for a continuance, 

we have the beſt criterion of an influx of money 
for ſeven or eight months, till lately, it bas been 
againſt us. With reſpe& to the goods carried in 
our ſmuggling veſſels from hence to the continent 
of Europe, they do not appear conſiderable enough 
to merit a remark. 

The remaining tables give the average of each 
ten years, from the year 1700 to the year 1780, 
of the imports and exports of England, to and 
from all parts, - diſtinguiſhing each place. And 
the two laſt tables give the value of all imports 
and exports of England and Scotland, from Chriſt. 
mas 178, to Chriſtmas 1782, diſtinguiſhing each 
year and place. Theſe, together, comprehend the 
trade of England during the whole of this 
century. | 

It is unneceſſary to remark, that the value of the 
imports and exports, which was calculated from 
the Cuſtomehouſe accounts, is not perfectly exact, 

owing 
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owing to well-known cauſes; but they are allowed 
to be ſufficiently accurate to anſwer in general the 


important purpoſes of compariſon between diſtant 


periods, and of contraſt between different countries, 


If we were to judge from common converſation, 
or even from parliamentary debate, during almoſt 
the laſt twenty years,“ we ſhould be apt to deter- 
mine, that we had no trade worthy of notice, ex- 
cept that with the revolted colonies. It was to 


counteract the effects of that error, (among other 


purpoſes) that the foregoing tables were formed ; 


in order to convince the moſt prejudiced, that 


Great Britain does not depend alone on her com. 
merce with the American States; and it will be a 
pleaſing obſervation to every unprejudiced mind, 
that we have carried on an advantageous com- 
merce with many other countries. 


Thus it appears from the foregoing tables, that 


the exports to Ireland alone, eſtimated by de- 
cennial averages, have always exceeded thoſe to 
the American States. N 

In the ſame manner it appears, that the exports 
even to Holland (if we may determine from ſimilar 
averages) have, during the late period of twenty 
years (when it was ſo faſhionable to make fictitious 


entries for the colonies at the Cuſtom Houſe) ex- 
ceeded the on to the now American States; 


* When Eaſt-India matters have been brought rw, 
it was generally on different ground from that of com- 
merce. is 

and 
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and thirty years ago, the firſt were more than double 
thoſe of the latter. Our trade to Holland has been 
by far the moſt ſteady, having varied little during 
the current century, yielding us generally a ba- 
lance of à million and a half yearly“, till the late 
Dutch war, which breaking out ſuddenly, produced 
2 conſiderable effect on our exports in the year 
1781, at the fame period the imports increaſed very 
conſiderably, and for the firſt time during this cen- 
tury, the imports exceeded the exports of England. 
In that year the latter decreaſed near two millions 
ſterling; but in the courſe of a year, other channels 
for our exports were found; and in 1782, they in- 
creaſed to rather more clan the average ae ex- 
ports of the war. 

Our trade with Flanders has been very great, and 
latterly increaſed very much. 

Our exports to Germany during all the ſame 
period, have exceeded thoſe to the revolted pro- 
vinces of America. It appears that our exporta- 
tions to Holland, Flanders, and Germany, coun- 
tries which were of no expence to us, amounted in 
1780, to 3,904,7 341. 18. 5d. 

The trade with Ruffia, if to be judged of only by 
the balance againſt us, ſeems very unfavourable ; and 
yet is a moſt eſſential trade; the principal articles 
being neceſſary to our marine, and all of any conſe- 
quence except linens, are raw materials, part of which 


* It is well known that Holland could not conſume all 
the articles ſhe took from us, but carried them to Ger- 
many, the Baltic, &c. 
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is ſent back, tg Ryſſia — learing great 
advantage and profit. If we were to judge by the fal- 
lacious rulg of the. apparent balance, our commerce 
to ſome, of, the American. States would, ſeem allo to 
he againſtʒ us ; for the balance in favour of Virginia, 
Maryland, North and, South; Carolina, in ſeventy; 
years, amounted, to.abovs, 19, millions; but part af 

that apparent balance was paid, in, flayes, which 
| vere ſent, by our African. craders to thoſe colonies, 
In the year 1769, there were imported infa North 
America, 6391. ſlayes, which being valued at. gol. 
ſterling each, were worth 225, 64pl. Prabably 
other geductions could. be made from theſe, ba 
lances; this a article eſpecially. r not appearing in our 
Cuſtom-houſe accounts as exports, to. America, 
being purchaſed. on;the;coaft of Africa with our 
manufactures ſent there. | 

' Notwithſtanding the balance of, trade with. our 
Weſt-India iſlands is | conſiderably. more than 
a. million and a half in our disfavour, yet few. 
Engliſhmen, viſh, to relinquiſh. thoſe iſlands, al- 
though. we re-export ſo ſmall, a quantity of Welt- 
India articles, compared with, the impqrtation. 
The irap,.&e,. of Ruſſia, the tobacco, rice, naval 
ſtores, &g. of the Southern Proyinces, are returns 
more advantageous to us than bills of exchange, or 
ſpecie; they are more beneficial than the products 
of the Welt Indies; becauſe the latter are luxuries 
moſtiy conſumed among ourſelves, but the others 
are abſolntely neceſſary to our navigation and ma- 
nufactures, furniſhing the means of farther 40 I 
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able trade to other parts, affording an an, 


when taken in return. inſtead of money, employing 


our ſhipping, paying freight, commiſſion, &c. 
&c. and ſupplying a conſiderable part of the trade 


to Holland, Flanders, Germany, &c. already 


proved to be very beneficial. 
The balance of trade with Deana * Nor- 


way is in our favour; but the trade with Sweden, 
and the Eaſt Country, or Baltick, viz. Dantzick, 
Riga, &c. is of the ſame nature with that to Ruſſia, 
and the balance ſeems greatly againſt us. Our 


exports to Spain and R have been very 
great. $ +7 


Our trade to the Streighits, indeed, has much 


declined, and alſo our trade to Turkey; but 
whenever peace gives ſecurity, it appears there is 
ſtill vigour leſt in the trade to thoſe parts; and the 
gradual increaſe of it, previous to the late war, 


was very conſiderable; though dormant, it may 
revive with ſpirit. The trade to Africa has dou- 
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bled within twenty years, which proves the advan- 
tages of opening that commerce. The, increaſe of 
the trade q and from the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, 
has been greater in proportion, than the value of 
that to the- American States within the Jaſt thirty 
years. The average imports from the | Eaſt In- 
dies, from 1760 to 1780, is about a million and 
an half, and our exports thither about one million. 
It. ſhould ſeem obvious, how extremely im- 
prudent it muſt. be. to employ our commercial 
capital in one branch of buſineſs alone, from 
Gg 2 the 
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the ſame reaſoning as it muſt” prove ruinous to 2 
tradeſman to confine his dealings to only one 
| cuſtomer, In this caſe, the very exiſtence of our 
manufactures and our traffic might depend on a 
ſingle ſtroke, or on the events of one war. The 
late affociations of the coloniſts gave us a greater 
alarm than the ſubſequent breach with France; 
and England had well nigh incurred the diſgrace 
of becoming tributary to her dependencies, by 
her fears for the loſs of her colonial commerce; 
though the ſtruggles of the laſt war have hap- 
pily ſhewn, that her fears in this reſpect were 
groundleſs, and that the threats of future aſſocia- 
tions of a ſimilar kind ought to be deſpiſed as im- 
potent. — Great Britain, notwithſtanding all the 
aſſociations againſt her commerce, maintained an 
expenſive war, with the moſt potent nations of 


the world, which evinced to all Europe, the ſtabi- , 
lity of her traffic, the ſolidity of her reſources, * 


and the extent of her ſtrength; and ſhewed, at the 
ſame time, that while Britain has leſs to fear, the 
nations which proyoke her without a cauſe, have 
mueh to dread. 

Notwithſtanding the imprudence or impolicy 
in turning ſo much of our commercial capital 
into the channel of the colonies, our foreign trade 
has nearly trebled fince the commencement of 
the preſent century; as appears from an inſpec- 
tion of the Tables. 

Our proſpetity may be attributed to very dif- 
ferent cauſes than to the increaſe of our Ameri- 

. 's can 
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can territories. Our merchants became more in- 


telligent, they, employed greater capitals, and 
their wealth became greater. New manufactures 
were introduced in proportion as our artificers 
acquired greater ſkill and diligence, + 

Monopolies were aboliſhed, and freedom of 
trade was thereby promoted. Parliamentary boun- 
ties and drawbacks have enabled our traders to 
ſend various articles of an extenſive commerce 
with every advantage to foreign markets; but 
above all, that judicious ſtatute, which freed our 
exportation from eyery duty, was alone equal 
to the production of the gradual increaſe of our 
traffic, and the uncommon proſperity of our com- 
merce at the'time of the late revolt, had our 
colonies never exiſted, Let us. not, therefore, 
ſacrifice ſolid ſenſe to groundleſs terrors, nor give 
up the wiſe ſyſtem of our forefathers to the idle 
theories of unexperienced men, or to the in- 
tereſted projects of American ſpeculators, A 
wiſe nation ought to protect equally every branch 


of trade, and encourage many markets, without 


favouring or overloading any, upon the. ſame 
principle as the prudent merchant himſelf courts 
many correſpondents, becauſe he finds no friend- 
ſhip in trade, 

No country can carry its trade beyond its 
capital ; and there is full ſufficient opportunity for 
employing ours, diminiſhed as it muſt be, with- 
out ſacrificing our marine, The ſyſtem of ſacri- 


icing permanent intereſts, from a temporary im- 
patience - 
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patience to induce or enable the Americans to 


trade with us The ſyſtem of courting them, 


Teſt their trade ſhould take another turn, and of 
treating the Navigation act as obſolete, fnpòlitie 
or uſeleſs, cannot be attributed to any thing but 


ignorance, levity, or treachery, and it can hardly 


be ſuppoſed will be longer tolerated ; and when we 
ſee American emiſſaries and intereſted perſons ac- 


tive, we know the attention their attempts to de- 


ceive; deſerve. That memorable act is known to 
many, as far as a bare recollection of the ſeveral 
clavfes will go; but few, very few ipdeed, have 
taken the trouble to fit down, and ſeriouſly con- 
fider the many views to which it extends, and the 
many parts it affects. Among thoſe who pretend 
to judge of it, there ate few who can be preſumed 
to have conſidered commercial and navigation prin- 
ciples in ſo enlarged and extenſive a manner, as to 
enable them to decide. This celebrated act, which 
was in part intended againſt the Dutch, and has 
entirely excluded them from being the carriers to 


Great Britain, and from importing to us the goods 
of any other European country, has not prevented 


the trade between the two countries. About the 
year 1682, Cromwell, finding the Dutch were the 


carriers of the produce of our Weſi-India iſlands, 


and of Virginia in particular, laid the foundation 
of the Navigation act by the wiſe regulations he i in. 
troduced. The reſentment of the Dutch was as 
great as can be ſuppoſed; but the trade, however, 


with that country, became infinitely greater than 
| I with 
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with any other, andi has continued ſo; and to ſuch 
2 degret, that ſome yeurs che balance in aur favour, 
or exceſs of exports over imports, has amounted? 
to near two» millions ſterling, and generally to a 
million and an half from the year 1700 to 178002 
the imports from Holland may — — ave- 
raged at rather leſs than” half a million 
Comparatively with the number of p 
and extent of country, we are doomed almoſt al- 
ways to wage unequal war. The means of raiſing 
ſeamen; on whom we are to depend in the day of 
danger for defence, was a principal object of the Na- 
vigation laws; andi ĩt cannot be too often repeated, 
that it is not poſſible to be too jealous on the head 
of navigation. If our! anceſtors- had not been ſv, ' 
we ſhould: not have had this act, and conſequently 
not half the ſhipping we now have; and this jea- 
louſy. ſnould not be confounded with that towards 
neighbouring countries as to trade and manufac- 
tures ; nor is the latter jealouſy in many inſtances - 
reaſonable or well founded. Competition is-uſeful, ' 
forcing our manufacturers to act fairly, and to work 
reaſonably. - We have borrowed moſt manufac- 
tures from our neighbours, and improved them, ' 
Ihe diſpoſition of Parliament, and of the country, 
is to encourage all manufactures and uſeful under ' 
takings, at leaſt in their infancy, till they are on a 
footing to take care of themſelves ; and when once 
well eſtabliſhed, it is not neceſſary to ſacrifice other 
intereſts of the country to keep them up on narrow 
15: if thoſe principles claſh with great com- - 
mercial 
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— views. It is hurtful to force a manufac- 


ture beyond reaſon and the natural circumſtances 


of the country: we have only a certain capital to 
employ; induſtry will pre the clorfmmaga 


employing it. 


It is not with thinly inhadired, . ovine coun-: 


try, that a great commerce can be carried on. 
The miſerable policy, or rather jealouſy, of Bri- 
tain and France, in reſpect to each other, is- moſt 
ſtriking, France began the ill-judged ſyſtem of 
prohibiting our manufactures; and at preſent the 
trade between two of the molt enlightened, moſt 


| liberal, and richeſt nations that have exiſted, is 


more trifling than the trade between many of the 
petty nations. We think it neceſſary to call France 


our natural enemy; if we muſt have a natural 


enemy, moſt fortunately we have for ſuch a moſt 
civilized, gallant, and generous nation. No- 
thing can, however, be more unnatural than war 
between Britain and Spain as nations; but it is not 
the intereſts of nations that decide in theſe matters, 
but the caprice of princes, miniſters, or miſtreſſes, 
and not uncommonly the ſtill more vile influence 
of money; but when, it is thought proper we 
ſhould be at peace, we might ſurely trade with 
them on principles advantageous to all parties. A 
jealouſy of commerce between Spain and Great Bri- 
tain is ſtill more abſurd, as the products and the 
ſtate of the two countries interfere leſs with each 
other. Britain has been. amuſed by a treaty with 


0 my the * of Which at leaſt is become 


diſpu- 
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diſputable. Our exports to that country ate lefs 
chan one half of what they were twenty years ago 3 
nd the commercial conduct of that country to- 
wards: has oecafonally tended to exonerate us from 
the treaty, "However in the mean time the people 
of England are ſentenced in favour of that coun- 
try to drink her coarſe wines, inſtead ofthe pleaſant 
and leſs hurtful light wines of France, and to pay 
between 2 and.300,0001, annually more than we 
ſhauld pay for the ſame quantity of wine from 
France.*-. The exchange of our manufactures of 
iron and ſteel, and earthen ware, for the wines af 
France would be advantageous to both countries 
and other interchanges we could propoſe, might 
make it not deſirable or neceſſary for her to farce 
a competition in certain articles. Various other 
intercourſe might be advantageouſly recommended, 
not now neceſſary to ſpecify. The ſtate of Britiſh 
manufactures, the enlightened and ſuperior cha- 
racter of our merchants above all others, their 
great Ty Row pine e and enterprize, give us ſuch 


* We ben * 12,000 tons of Portugal wines 
yearly, the prime coſt of French wines is at leaft 20l. 
per ton cheaper than that of Portugal. The wines of the 
ſouthern provinces of France are' much improved, they 
are of à ſtronger body than claret, but of the ſame na- 
ture. In Languedoc good wine may be had at 61. per 
hogſhead. If the duties on French wines were not heavier 
than on.Portugueze,. the primo coſt of the latter would 
be reduced half. ans 114 
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advantages, that we ſhauld perhaps have little to 
fear from opening the ports af Britain gradually, not 

Suddenly, to all the manufatures of France and 
Spain, and indeed of all nations; an condition 
that they ſhall open theirs ta aurs.F ] 

The navigation prineiples laid down in s thi 
work, have deen faid to. be narrow; but they 
came from, one who thinks the above doctrine 
may be maintained, and with. mare - argument 
than perhaps at firſt occurs ta incanſiderate pre- 
judice, It is, however, a ſpeculation of the us 
moſt conſequence, and not to be adopted in prac» 
tice, but after the moſt mature deliberation. 

It may be objected, that although it be neceſ- 
ſary to prohibit any nation from trading with 


*: There is no article of confequence in which it imme- 
Giately occurs, that the doctrine is more objectionabſe 

. than in linens and ſail- cloth. It is the bounty allowed, 
which enables much of our coarſe linen to go to market, 

in competition with foreign linens; yet, it ſeoms > Mann- 

facture perfectly natural to our country : and ſurely by 

the: help. of machines, which might be introduced in 

forme degres in this, as they are in othes mannfacteree, 

the price might be redueed ay low as foreign linens, But 

d ſhould, be underſigcd, that as to the admiſſion of 

foreign manufactures, they ſhould enter liable to duties 

equal to any taxes that are on Gmilay anticles, or on the 

raw materials of which they are made here. An excep- de. 

tion might be made in ſuch. a f fn, to the intradu@ian BY inf 

of foreign plantation produce, | | the 
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our Colonies, why .not extend the liberal princi- 
ples above ſtated reſpecting commerce, to the 
narrow policy of the act of Navigation in reſpe&t 
to Europe—that the aſcendancy Britain has ar- 
tained, would give her the advantage in the car- 
rying trade, as well as in all others—that the ſhip- 
ping of Britain, foſtered and brought to maturity 
by the Navigation act, is now equal to a competi- 
tion with the Dutch—that Britain would acquire 
part of the carrying trade of France and of other 
countries—that notwithſtanding the general opi- 
mon to the contrary, ſhip-building is cheaper in 
Britain than in Holland—that the price of labour 
is lower in Bri:ain, and many of the materials are 
on the ſpot—that an Engliſh ſhip-carpenter will 
do his buſineſs in two thirds of the time the Dutch- 
man will require—that Engliſh ſhipping is fitted 
out and navigated cheaper and with more expedi- 
tioh—that the ſhipping of Britain is better—thie 
maſters of ſhips more intelligent and active and 
the ſailors more expert: that there is great confi- 
dence in Engliſhmen—inſurance on both ſhip and 
cargo in Engliſh veſſels is of courſe lower than in 
the ſhipping of any other nation—Engliſh ſhip- 
ping having as much advantage over the Dutch, 
3the latter has over the ſhipping of Norway, Swe- 
den, and the Baltick, in point of character and 
inſurance, and the Dutch have this advantage over 
the north, notwithſtanding the ' coantry on the 
Baltick builds cheaper than any other in the 
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world—and finally Britain i is in ſo different a ſitua. 
tion from that ſhe was in at the time of making 
the navigation laws, that the circumſtance of the 
Dotch being the carriers for England at that time, 
cannot now be received as an objection.— Though 
ſome of theſe circumſtances may be doubted, yet 
admitting the truth of the facts, it may be an- 
ſwered, that England has never attempted to avail 
herſelf of half the carrying trade ſhe might have 
had—that the keeping ſhips for freight, not being 
the moſt profitable branch of trade, it is necel- 
ſary, for the fake of our marine, to forte or encou- 
rage it, by excluſive advantages —that thoſe, at 

leaſt, who fancy we cannot carry on our own Weſt- 
India trade, will not ſuppoſe, if France® ſhould agree 
to let us partake with the Dutch in her carrying 
trade, that we ſhould much' interfere with the latter— 
that the Dutch are contetit with a much ſmaller 
profit than we are—that they have not the oppor. 
runity of ſuch variety of commerce as we have,— 
That we have hot capital for every thing, and that 
if the great ehcouragement held out to Britiſh ſhip- 
ping by the Navigation act, ſhould be done away, 


we would undoubtedly have much leſs ſhipping, 


The facrifice of the Navigativn act MAE be no ad- 


vantage to France, except the eventual deftruQion of 


our marine: ſhe has not ſhipping or ſeamen to carry on 


her own trade—Admitting our ſhipping, in competition 


with the Dutch, might ſo far be advantageous to her, as 
it would lower the price ſhe pays for freight, 


and 
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and the cheaper ſhipping of the Baltick andthe 
American States would be introduced, and a ſuf - 
ficiency of ſhipwrights and ſeamen would not be 
found in Britain on the day of danger. It may 
alſo be admitted, that in point of commerce it is 
clear, that the eaſier the means of exchange of 
commodities the better; that if foreigners find it 
more convenient to carry in their own ſhips what 
we want, we have a chance of buying cheaper; 
and by tempting the free arrival of all foreign ſhips 
into our ports, we facilitate their taking out our 
commodities, But the great object of the Na- 
vigation act is vaval ſtrength ; it therefore facri- 
fices theſe commercial ſpeculations to ſtrengthen 
our marine; and in anſwer to thoſe who would riſk 
our naval. power in attempts to enlarge our com- 
merce, ſurely it ſhould be ſufficient to ſay, we have, 
without ſuch hazard, an opportunity of more trade 
than our capital can poſſibly ſupport, and that it 


is well worthy conſideration, whether we have not 


engaged by far too great a proportion of our capi- 
tal in foreign trade, to the great detriment of other 
important national concerns, and particularly of the 
moſt important of all, namely, agriculture, which 
at this moment languiſhes in a great degree by 


the ſeatcity of money; it would be found on in- 


veſtigarion, that not one half the money is em- 


ployed in it, that ſhould be; and that in many 


parts, the farms are by no means properly ſtocked 
or cultivated, It is alſo well known that the price 
of land has fallen nearly one third within eight ar 
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nine years.” Putting out of the queſtion the cla: 
mours of intereſted. perſons, the Navigation act 
| can have no enemies but thoſe who, ſuppoſing it 
merely commercial, do not- obſerve its odject is 
naval ſtrength. Although it is: at leaſt doubtful 
whether our capital can carry us farther in foreign 
trade, or whether it is prudent to employ more of 
it at preſent in that way, yet, admitting both, and 
that England, by repealing the Navigation act, 


might become a country of opulent merchants for 


a time; (if riches are our only object) we ſhould 
ſoon find ourſelves unequal to deſend our trade 
the French and Spaniards would not be content to 
look into Plymouth, but would ſoon take poſ- 
ſſfioh of the Thames—we ſhould find ourſelves, 
like the Dutch, rich perhaps, as individuals, but 


weak, as a ſtate, and wanting the only proper de · 


Fence of the Iſland, and of trade, national ſeamen, 
In the end we ſhould depend on foreigners, who 
would exact for freight what they pleaſed. Ne 
man who has thought on the ſubject, can doubt 
that it is through the operation of the Navigation 

act, any number of ſeamen Ni by us 
during b fri 


1 Vet, with io little reſpect has the Navigation 200 
lately met, that although all Governors of Colonies are 
particularly ſworn to enforce it, yet ſome of the Gover- 
nors of the Weſt-India Illands have even boaſted of 
diſpenſing with that act in favour of the Americans 
ſubſequent to the peace, which no King of England, or 
Minifter, ſince the revolution, has ventured to do. 


Had 
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Had the government of James I. and of 
Charles I. been ſo wife, and the ſpirit of their 
times been fo tolerant, as to have given the Pu- 
ritzns no cauſe for emigration : had America 
been ſettled by any other nation, it is more than 
probable that Great Britain had been more popu- 
lous and powerful; that her taxes had been much 
lighter, and her debt much leſs. Had the emi- 
grants been retained at home, whoſe progeny now 
form a people of nearly two millions, in a climate 
no ways ſuperior, and in moſt parts inferior, to 
that of Britain and Ireland : had the lands at home, 
which ſtill continue waſte, deen given them on 
condition of cultivation, and bobaties been added 
to encourage new products of agriculture; had 
they been planted on the banks of our rivers and 
our bays, with a view to fiſheries ; they would 
have increaſed the people, and augmented the 
opulence of Great Britain, in the fame propor- 
tion as the Coloniſts have for many years formed 
a batance to our population, and to our power, 
Nothing can be more impolitic, at leaſt in a com- 
mercial nation, than a fondneſs for foreign domini- 
ons, and a propenſity to encourage diſtant colo- 
nization, rather than to promote domeſtie induſtry 
and population at home. The internal trade of 
Great Britain is much greater than its external 
commerce, The beſt cuſtomers of the manufac- 
turers of Britain, ate the people of Britain, Every 


emigrant confequently, from being the 3 
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tomer, becomes the worſt; and from being a ſol- 
dier or a failor, who may be brought forward on 
the day of danger, ceaſes to be of ſervice to the 
Stats in any ſhape. Let conſiderations of advan- 
tage aud protection hereafter go hand in hand to- 
gether. In moſt caſes the expence of protection 
and civil government is much greater than the 
prevention of competition is worth; a prevention 
which is very ſeldom complete. The ſuperior 
ſtate of Britiſh manufactures in general does not 
require other means of monopoly, than what their 
ſuperiority and cheapneſs will give. If we have 
not purchaſed our experience ſufficiently ' dear, 
let us derive a leſſon of wiſdom from the misfor- 
tunes of other nations, who, like us, purſued the 


phantom of foreign conqueſt and diſtant Coloniza- 


tion; and who, in the end, found themſelves le 
populous, opulent, and powerful, By the war of 
1739, which may be truly called an American 
| conteſt, we incurred a debt of up- ' 
wards of — — L. 31,000,000 
By the war of 1755, we incurred a 

farther debt of — — 17, soo, ooo 
And by the war of the Revolt, we | 
have added to both thoſe debts nearly 100,000,000 


— 


—— 


4. 202, 500,000 
And thus have we expended a larger ſum in de- 
fending and retaining our Colonies, than the va- 


lue of all the merchandize which we have ever 
{cat 


— 
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ent them: we have, in 4 great meaſure, diſburſed 
this enormous ſum, to ſecure the poſſe Mon of a 
coontry which yielded us no revenue, and whoſe 
tommerte called for but 1,655,9021. of the ma- 
nufactures of Britain, taking the average of four 
years," ftom 1767 to 1770—S0' egregious has 
our impolicy been, in rearing Coloniſts for the 
fake of their cuſtotmn It anſwers, however, no 
good purpoſe to reflect any farther on paſt errors, 
than to render us more wiſe in future. 

That the commerce with the revolted colonies 
was of advantage to this country cannot be doubt- 
ed; nevertheleſs it may be caſily ſhewn, that it was 
not the moſt advantageous. Thar trade is ſurely 
the moſt beneficial where its returns are the quick- 
eſt; where there is the leaſt credit given; where 
there are feweſt debts contracted; and where the 
cuſtomers are moſt under the eye of the creditor. 
If w2 apply theſe rules to the revolted Colonies on 
the one hand; and to Ireland, to Holland, and to 
Germany, on the other; the moſt prejudiced muſt 
decide in favour of the laſt over the firſt. The 
returns from the Colonies have been always flow, 
as our American merchants have found from dear 
bought experience : the Coloniſts have at all times 
had too much credit; they have been in every 
age preatly indebted; and it ſeems to have been a 
favourite principle with them, to prevent or retard 
the recovery of debts. 

The following is the cleareſt and moſt advan- 
tgeous light in which the American commerce 
5 > i | can 


* 
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can be viewed; firſt, ſtatipg the ,appual, imports 
to England, and what part of thoſe. imports were 
exported to foreign nations; and, ſecondly, the 
amount of our annual exports to the American 
States, diſtinguiſhing our own manufaRures.from 
foreign produce, e or manufactures exported by cer. 
tificate. For this purpoſe, a peciod of four years, 
from the year 1767 to 1770, is choſen, as It was 
between the interruption of grade occaſioted by 
. the ſtamp act, and that which aroſe from the com- 
mencement of the revolt, and of courſe may be 
deemed as favourable as any four years, although 
not wholly free from interruption, as there had 
been non-importation aſſociations in 1769. 

Our imports from the Colonies during that pe- 
riod, were, upon an average, 1,105, 824l. 38. 2d. 
and conſiſted of tobacco, rice, indigo, deer ſkins, 
furs, naval ſtores, iron, timber, flax ſeed, drugs, 
pot and pearl aſhes, Indian cory, flour, wheat, 
train oil, whalebone, and dying woods; the lat- 
ter procured by their trade to the Weſt- Indies, 
Of theſe articles, the moſt conſiderable and valu- 
able exportation to foreign ports, were thoſe of 
tobacco, rice and indigo; moſt, if not all the other 
articles were conſumed at home, except dying 
woods, and the quantity of theſe, which were 
imported from the * Bay of Honduras, and the 


bs. 


* The exports from the Bay of Honduras and the 
Nga Shore, before the war, conſiſting of very 
OY articles, viz. mahogany, logwood, &c. were 
principally 


Muſquito 


n 


— — 

Muſquito Shore difeckly, being put againſt the 

exportation; will confiderably more than Balance 
it, The value then of tobacco, rice and indigo 
exported, was, upon "ary average of. four years, 
977777 U. 78. gd. of Which 102,651. 18. 9d. went 
to France, Spain and Portugal, and the-remaindet 
chiefly to Flanders, Holland and the northern parts 
of N 0 — rom theſe Jong: it N N (97 an 
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Welpe advantageous to, iel Britain, as employ: 
ing from twenty toͤ thirty choufand tons of mipping.— 
The value of the commodities at b the European markets, 
was, from 150; to 200,000], per annum, where we had 
nearly a monopoly: The demand for mahogany in 
Germany increaſes very much For many years paſt, 
neither the. Bay, nor Shore, have been (as is generally 
ſuppoſed) channels of commerce with the Spaniſh ſet- 
tlements, at moſt, not exceeding 10,9001. annually, 
The country yp the rivers where mahogany and log- 
wood are to be obtained, is v IId and uncultivated, and 
has neither Indian nor Spaniſh inhabitant, The Pre- 
liminary "Articles with Spain, left us liable to a very 
uncertain. ſtate in thoſe parts; but the Definitive Trea- 
ty has placed us on as good a footing there as could 
have been expected. The great jealouſy of the Spa- 
niards, axiſes from the Engliſh intercourſe with the 
Muſquito Indians. Neceſſary eſtabliſhments in the 
Day of Honduras, and liberty to cyt wood up the Rio 
Balizee, Rio Nuevo, and Rio Ohiboan, could produce 
no jealouſy, as the country is uninhabited. The log- 
wood country we occupied, extended about thirty five 
leagues from North to Zoutk, and our people were ge- 
nerally allowed to ga as far up the tivers as they pleaſed, 
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pears, that by the exportation of the produce of 
the revolted Colonies to foreign countries, we te- 
ceived from thoſe. countries, the annual ſum of 
736,7211,175. 44.3z that being the ſum in which 
that exportation exceeded the amount of - foreign 
manufactures and produce, exported by us to thoſe 
Colonies. Qur exports, upon the ſame average, 
amounted to 1,839,659 l. 88. 7di. of this, 
352,6371. 55. -10d.4 was the amount of foreign 
goods exported, about two-fifths. of which, or the 
ſum-of 211,581). 155. 6d, was the value of Eaſt- 
India goods, and the remainder was in various 
articles, chiefly from the northern kingdoms, but 
more particularly low priced linens from Germany 


and Ruffia. The balance, being the ſum of 


1487,0551. 28. 9d, Was wholly ' in Britiſh pro- 
Wers and manufacture. 

The average imports into Scotland from North 
America b the ſame Period, were, 391,985]. 
of theſe, viz. tobacco and rice, were re-exported 
to the amount of 665,608]. - This extraordinary 
appearance ariſes: from the, tobacco being valued 
inwards at from 2d. to 3d. per pound, and out- 
wards at from 3d, to 7d. per pound; and rice 
inwards at from 6s. to gs. per ct. and outwards 
a from fe. to 128. per * t. 

The average exports to America from Scot- 


land, for the ſame period, of Britiſh goods, were, 


168,847 l. and of foreign ditto, 73,3661, 

The adyocates for the American trade, after 
ratiog high all its adyaptages, and boaſting of 
6 the 


t 
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the American States as a great people, are not 
aſhamed. to inſiſt with the | fame breath, that 
vnleſs yqu, ive them all the privileges of 
Britiſh, ſubjects, they will be ſo poor as to be 
unable to purchaſe our manuſuctures. This 
plea, which if admitted, would ſacrifice all the 
commercial and navigation principles that have 
reared us to greatneſs, and now ſuſtain our debts, 
is at once fo unreaſonable and unjuſt, that it has 
been denied tq the Americans, even by the com- 
mercial treaties with the Freach and Dutch, as 
has been already ſhewn. The ſpirit of coloni- 
zation would be entirely loſt by opening the 
navigation of the Weſt Indies to the Americans 
in any ſhape, and they may as well pretend to 
interfere in our colliery trade, The arrangements 
reſpecting the ſeveral branches of our own com- 
merce, are natural, inherent rights, and of -the 
higheſt national conſequences; and ſuch extraor- 
dinary advantages and privileges as are now re- 
quired, (and which are refuſed to all other na- 
tions) if granted, would be the moſt complete 
and certain means of encouraging migration from 
this country; a contrary conduct will n 
tend to prevent it. 

The Southern Colonies paid * our manu- 
factures formerly by their own produce, and 
the other colonies, principally by their circaitoos 
trade; and they will, in great meaſure, have the 
ſame means of paying us in future. 


None 


L 246 J] 


None of the colonies to the north of Mary. 
land have cver had a balance in their favout by 
their imports from and exports to Great Britain; j 
but on the contrary, a large balance againſt them 
which they had no'means of diſcharging bur by 
a foreign and “ circuitous commerce. By this 
commerce (except the value of ſhips built for the 
Britiſh merchants, the- amount of which cannot 
poſſibly be aſcertained; they muſk, ſince the year 
1500, have obtained from other countries, and 
remitred to this, upwards of thirty millions ſter- 
ling in payment for goods taken from hence, 
over and above the amount of all their own pro- 

duce and fiſheries remitted directly. By foreign, 
Whatever diminution there may be of their cir- 
cuitous trade, we ſhall gain, and with the benefit of 
{cight, all the 20 connected with a more extenſive 


4 There ſhould be added to the value of ' exports to 
America, between two and 300,000l. ſent to Africa 
annually for the, purghaſe of flaves, which were chiefly 
Imported by our merchants into the revoked provinces, 
The real exports of England, then, to thoſe provinces 
would be 1,531,206]. inſtead of 1,331,2c61, the average 
annual export of ten years to the American States, as in 
the annexed Tables, and as the whole imports from thoſe 
ſtates into England were only valued at 743,560. they 
muſt have been bad paymaſters indeed, or have bad as 
much foreign and circuitous trade for their exports as 
they had directly with Great Britain, to be enabled to 
pay 20s. in the pound. 
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is meant the trade to the Weſt Indies, Africa; 
and all parts of Europe, except Great Britain, 
Balance or exceſs of exports to, and of imports 
from, the American States from 1700 to 1773: 


Exceſs of Export: Exceſs of Imports, 
The four New England . | 
States 13,896,287 17 44 
New York, New Jerſey, ad 
and Pennſylvania, in- 
cluding Delaware coun- 


ths | „ „ 16,941,281 9 42 
39,837,569 69 4 
Virginia and Maryland 9,155,363 11 5 
North and South Ca- | 
8 2,611,671 13 16 
Georgia = - 143034 97 
Exceſs of exports to the 
provinces north of Ma- R x * 


land- - - 30,960,603 16 4 10,767,035 5 34 


—___—— 


Balance or exceſs of ex- 
ports to America over 


the exceſs of imports * 20,193,668 it ‚ 


It is at the fame time ſatisfactory to diſcover, 
that the more Northern States of America, in 
the extent of their circuitous commerce, (and 
notwithſtanding their ſmuggling trade) found it 
ſo much their intereſt to lay out the net produce, 
at” leaſt to the value of more than one million 
a year in Great Britain. This demonſtrates the 


ſupe- 


n of our + d 'and gr ts | Loihings 
us, that they will, in future; as they did before; 
give the preference to Britiſi manufactures over 
all others; for the preference” formerly given was 
not the effect of aur reſtrictions; nothing was eaſier 
to the Americans than to evade them; and it is 
well known, that from the firſt; until ſome time 
after the year 1763, they woiformly did evade 
them whenever they found it to their intereſt to 
import the goods and manufactures of other 
countries with whom they traded; and notwith- 
ſtanding our cuſtom- houſe officers, New England, 
New Vork, and Philadelphia, carried on an al- 


moſt open foreign trade with Holland, Ham- 


burgh, France, &c. bringing home Eaſt- India 
goods, ſail cloth, Ruſſia and German linens, wines, 
&c, The attempts to reſtrict this commerce was 
no ſmall cauſe of the reſentment and animoſity 
which afterwards broke out with the violence 
we have ſeen. 

We however have gone great lengths through 
| terurning good will to them, or rather through 
an eagerneſs, not in every reſpect judicious, to en- 
gage their commerce, The proclamations: for 
opening the intercourſe with the American States, 
prove it. But it is curious to obſerve fo many 
among us ignorantly, or maliciouſly, repreſenting 
thoſe proclamations, as reftraining the intercourſe 


and commerce between the American States and 


Bytaio, Whatever reſtrictions exiſt, are not new, 
but 
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but ariſe from fundamental principles of all colo- 
niaation, und of courſe take place. The procla- 
mations are almoſt all of them relaxations of out 
commercial principles, and the Navigation act 
extremely in favour of the American States. Some 
of the regulations eſtabliſhed by thoſe proclama - 
tions relative to tobacco and rice, and ſome other 
articles are very proper, and are ſounded on good prin- 
eiples; but in other parts the proclamations are re- 
prehenſible. The allowing tobacco, rice, turpen · 
tine, tar, pitch, &c. to enter the Britiſh ports ig 
American bottoms, on the ſame footing as if in 
Britiſh bottoms, is an extraordinary relaxation of 
the Navigation act: even if it were not hurtful, 
it is unneceſſary, as the provinces of Virginia, 
Maryland, the Carolinas, and Georgia, that pro- 
duce thoſe articles, have now no ſhipping, they 
would be little anxious to prefer the ſhipping of 
the Northern States. But this relaxation of the 
Navigation act encourages them to build ſhipping 
to vie with ours. To ſuffer thoſe articles to come 
in Britiſh bottoms on the ſame terms as if belong- 
ing to Britiſh ſubjects, and free of all duties, is 
proper, and tends, with other circumſtanees, to 
make Britain a mart to a conſiderable degree for 
tobaceo and rice, and it gives the Southern States 
a monopoly of our marker for thoſe articles, by 
ſuffering them to enter duty ſree. But in Ame- 
rican bottoms, thoſe articles, and all other Ameri- 
can commodities, ſhould enter on the ſame footing 

K k as 
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a8 the Navigation act requires; and as the cammo- 
dities of all other countries enter. For the lake of 
encouraging another market in competition with 


the north of Europe, for tar, pitch and turpentine, | 
it will be ſurely ſufficicht to allow choſe bulkly arci- 


cles to be imported in Britiſh bottoms duty free. It 
will give America a great advantage over: thoſe 
articles coming from other foreign countries. 
It will be proper policy to continue the bounties 
on naval ſtores from Nova Scotia, St. John's, and 
Canada, which will be able to ſend the beſt maſts, 
yards, and bowſprits ; and there is reaſon to expect 
that theſe colonies will, with proper attention, even 
produce turpentine, as it has been already ſhewn 
chat that neceffary article has been lately impotted 
from the .northern climate of Archangel, from 
whence it was little expected. Theſe. will be 
the principal articles of export from thoſe pro- 
vinces to Britain. But it will be a great diſcou- 
ragement to them, and to the Loyaliſts now ſet- 
[ling there, to ſuffer the ſame articles to come in 
American bottoms, on the ſame terms from the 
American States, who have their particular ſtaple 
chat Nova Scotia and Canada have not. 
Advantages which cannot be hereafter allowed 
to the American States, ſhould not now be held out 
to them. The withdrawing of them will produce 
zealouſy and ill-will. This is the moment for 
<ſtabliſhing the principle on which we are to act. 
We muſt maintain our preſent ſtrong ground; 


we 
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we cannot pod be on better. ir we begin to 
change, we know not what we do or where to ſtop. 
Relax the navigation laws, and the Americans will 
defpiſe and inſult vs; If we are wiſe—if we keep 
our preſent ground, it muſt always be the ſituation 
of America to court'us, (chould courting be ne- 
ceſſary) not we them. It is repeated, that no con- 
ceſſion which can poſſibly be avoided, ſhould be 
now made. It uſeleſs, and may be miſchievous 
hereafter; and no doctrine can be more abſurd to- 
wards the ſtates, than what is often declared, that 
they muſt not expect the temporary arrangements 
and advantages now held out 10 N ſhould be 
always continuel. 

They will ſoon tell you, that you led oak 
into the expence of ſhip building; and juſt as the 
ſhips were ready, you took away the beſt opportu- 
tity of employing them. | 

But the topic of the proclamations muft not be 
concluded without obſerving that ye ſhall prove 
ourſelves a contemptible nation indeed, and that 
we have not among our Miniſters a man · fit to be 
called a Stateſman, if we are to be borne down by oc- 
caſional and intereſted clamours, which are ealily 
raiſed, or muſt ſubmit to whatever American Com» 
mittees may require of us. We have nothing to 
expect from them but an attention to their own 


intereſts, to which alone they, like every other na- 


tion, have ever attended. The expectation of more 


vould have been vain if we had parted the beſt 


Kkz friends, 


II 
friends, and Britain ſhould oply ſmile, when ſhe 


hears intereſted partizans or political emiſſaries 
threaten: the renewal of aſſociations and com- 
mittees. The American States will ſoon diſcover 
chat every expence they throw on European ma- 
nufactures, will fall only on themſelves. 

But that we ſhould give up ſhip- building t to the 
Americans to enable them to purchaſe our goods, 
is the moſt wild of all extravagagcies, Let there 
are numbers (ſome of them it is to be hoped from 
ignorance) who have encouraged that vain, expec- 
tation. It has moreover been aſſerted (with what 
foundation or propriety need not. be remarked) 
that, unleſs we ſuffer American built ſhips, when 
purchaſed by Britiſh ſubjects to be conſidered as 
Britiſh buiit thips, the Americans. will not be able 
to pay for our manufactutes, and that it would 
be very advantageous to our merchants to pur- 
chaſe ſhipping as cheap as poſſible. The argu- al 
ments againſt theſe dangerous propoſals are ſo ob- al 
vious to every one who has conſidered the ſubject, m 
that it ſeems almoſt unneceſſary to ſtate. them. fo 
Ship-building, to a nation which depends on ſhips WM at 
for its exiſtence, is undoubtedly a manufacture the tet 
moſt neceſſary, and per haps the only one of which w. 
ve need be peculiarly Jealous, - It is a manufac: W mi 
rure which employs as many different kinds of ar- | 
tificers as.any other : the equipping a ſhip requires 
_ numberleſs articles; nor is it merely the ſhip- 


wright alone who i is employed, but the ſail· cloth 
maket, 
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maker, the Tope-maker, the Toh, hs tigget, 
and -many others. The giving, conſtant employ- 
ment to ſuch arcificers, and thereby preſerving 
this moſt neceſſary buſineſs, among ourſelyes, is to 
enſure the command. of thoſe artificers, when 4 
ſudden emergency requires a great fleet to be fitted 
outs The admiſſion of woolens or any manufac- 
ture whatever | into this Ee. would not hurt 
us half ſo much. 

As the treaties made wi = and Hol. 
land prohibit the Americans from putting Great 
Britain, on a better footing, than any other 
foreign nation, it would be folly in the extreme to 
laviſh away any. privilege to the American States, 
which they deny this country. A regard to every 
maxim of ſound policy, by which Great Britain 


has flouriſhed, a regard to the i improvement of our 


marine and the increaſe of our carrying trade, an 
attention to the intereſt of the Britiſh merchant, 
and a debt of juſtice to the Colonies, that yet re- 
main to us, with numberleſs other conſiderations 
ſounded on the experience of ages, point out the 


abſolute neceſſity of maintaining in the fulleſt ex- 


tent our navigation laws, as the baſis of that ſyſtem 


which is to preſerye to Great Britain her trade, her 
manufactures, her power and conſequence as a 
maritime nation. For obtaining theſe advantages, 


the firſt object is a ſacred and ſcrupulous attention 


to the building and navigating our ſhips. If a 


bounty is allowed on the importation of timber and 
plank from Canada and our other colonies, the 
dufineſs 


n 
— — — 
biifineſs of ſhip-building may be carried on with 


great advantage in-Great Britain, and our artificers 
will be employed and kept at home; 


II navigating” our ſhips alſo a cautious atten | 


tion ſhould be paid to the privileges of the Britiſh 
ſeamen; and a proper diſcrimination made. It 
will attach them to their native country, and ſhew 
them the ſuperior advantages they enjoy as Eng- 
liſh ſubjects. In this view, every citizen of the 
American States muſt be conſidered as a foreignet, 
und difeouraged from continuing in the employ- 
ment of the Britiſh merchant, that they may 
not pre-occupy the rights of our own ſeamen, 
who may want the ſame employment. This at- 
tention ſhould even extend to our ' fiſheries, in 
which no actual citizen of America ſhould be 
employed to the exclufion of the ſubjects of Great 
Britain, nor ought we to be afraid of adopting a 
meaſure of this kind under the apprehenſion of 
offending America. We can receive no injury in 
any reſpect, as the ſyſtem of that country is to 
withold every ſort of preference from Great Bri- 
ain. Every poffible regulation applicable to the 
preſent ſtate of 'Britain, that can have a tendency 
ro itfcreaſe our ſhipping and improve our carry- 
ing trade, ought to be adopted by the legiſlature. 
Every meaſure that may hazard its diſcourage- 
ment, ſhould be cautiouſly avoided. 
_ Speculative ideas and untried projects are dan- 
Berous. While i it continues to be the policy of 
| Euro- 
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European nations to regulate their commerce, aud 
to adhere to ancient rules, it would be madneſs ig 
us to alter any part of that ſyſtem, by which the 
marine of England has been raiſed to its preſent 
height, and by which. her commerce and manu- 
factures have HA: aſe of .every * 
country. 

Ports of entrepot. in Great Britain for ata 
American produce for a market, free of all 
charges but thoſe merely unavoidable, would cer- 
tainly improve our carrying trade, but jt would 
be dangerous to adopt the idea-of ſtaple ports or 
free ports in any of the diſtant dominions of the 
Crown. Nothing ſhould be done. to court the 
attention of - foreigners to participate a trade of 
which our ſuperior {kill in manufacture, our ca- 
pitals as merchants, our ſpirit of enterprize, ang 
many other circumſtances applicable to our ſitua- 
tion, has, in a manner, ſecured to us a 
For if we are conſiſtent, and underſtand our own 
fituation, as great a ſhare of the American trade 
is ſtill in the power of Great Britain, as is con- 
fiſtent with her intereſt, and this too upon princi- 
ples, which will render it more ſecure than vo- 
lumes of treaties, namely thaſe incitements which 
ariſe from mutual convenience and mutual inte- 
reſt, but above all upon the ſcore of intereſt 
alone, the merchandize of Great Britain muſt 
ever be preferred in America. But the encou- 
raging of the American States to build ſhips for 

us, 


us, is holding out a premium for the emigration 
of our ſhipwrights, together with the various 
induſtrious clafſes connected with ſhip-building ; 
to the country, where timber and iron abound, 
and where conſequently hip-Vuilding _ be 
carried on to the greateſt advantage. 

It was this conſideration which before the war 
induced our merchants trading to America, too 
often to ſend over their captains and other mana- 
gers to build and equip ſhips in the American 
ports, particularly in New England, and who 
thereby gave employment to our rivals; far ſurely 
they were ſuch in this buſineſs, rather than to the 
uſeful men, that carried on and protected their 
trade during peace and war, Nor ſhould we for- 
bear to obſerve, that American ſhip carpenters and 
failors, being exempt from the preſs, ſeldom en- 
tered into the public ſervice. It was owing to 
our impolicy in this reſpect, that of all our manu- 
facturers, the claſſes connected with ſhip · building 
emigrated in the greateſt numbers: there is the 
ſame reaſon to allow the Dutch to build ſhips for 
us, in order to enable them to pay for our manu- 
factures. The Americans and Dutch are now 
_ equally foreigners ; the latter paid us a greater ba- 
lance, which they were enabled to do by their 
circuitous commerce. To the Dutch we owe 
greater commercial benefits, becauſe we have 
always gained much more by the trade with them; 
and the- ſame unreaſonable pretenſion might 

* equally 
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equally be for I up by the numerous people who 
build ſhips on the ſhores of the Baltic; who may 


equally ſay, they are unable to pay for our manu- 


factures without it. It is ſurely no ſmall advan- 
tage which we have gained by the diſmemberment 
of the empire, that we have recovered that moſt 
importatit branch of buſineſs, which we, in great 
meaſute, formerly gave up by the act, which de- 
clared, that plantatiot-builr ſhips ſhould be deem - 


ed Britiſh, It may be. a queſtion, whether the 


advantage of holding Canada and Nova Scotia, 
may not, in a great degree, be balanced by the 
operation of that act with regard to ſhipping. It 
may not, indeed, be expedient to revoke that im- 
politic privilege, for which, however, it would 
be worth while to give almoſt any other adyan- 
tage; but, we ought not ſurely to extend it to 
ſtrangers and rivals. If any thing like policy is 
preſerved in this nation, we ſhall have ſhip 


building in every pott and creek of Britain 


and Ireland, by the encouragement which we 
ought to give to every fiſhery, and to every art 
connected with navigation. In the end it would, with 
other advantages, give a command of trade, the only 
fort of monoply to be defired except that which the 
navigation act gives. It would ſecure to us the com- 
merce of the world, the only dominion to which 
ve ſhould afpire, 

It has lately been confidently aſſerted, that 
Britiſh ſhips have riſen fo much in their price, 
that it iæ neceſſary, to the carrying on of our com- 

LI merce, 


merce, to permit the purchaſe + 
by ſtill allowing the latter the privilege of Britiſh- 
built ſhips. It is allowed there muſt be a riſe in 
the value of ſhips during every war, owing to the 
increaſed demand for priyateers, tranſports, &c. 
but it is equally true, that they conſtantly fall in 
value on the return of peace. It is a well-known 
fact, that this has now happened, and that the 
Thames 1s, at this day, covered with ſhips, which 
lie at the wharfs for want of purchaſers or freight. 
The government too is daily augmenting the 
numbers, by offering ſhips to ſale, and diſcharg- 
ing a ſtill greater number from employment. 
What madneſs then would it be either to admit 
American ſhips to, participate with us in our 
carrying trade, or E allow Fer to be ſold as 
Britin! 

This country * now had an oppartyaity of 
examining the queſtion relative. to the opening 
ſill fartber the ports of the Weſt Indies to the 
American States, by admitting their ſhips; and it 
can hardly be ſuppoſed, that any man, becauſe. he 
has committed himſelf on that ſubject, or becayls 
he may wiſh to retain or ſilence a few clamorous 
individuals, will riſk a meaſure ſo entirely ſubver- 
ſive of the a& of navigation, even if it were ſeri · 
ouſly his own opinion, upon diligent examination 
of this great queſtion, If he ſhould, his deluſion 
will amount to that degree of infatuation which 
hurries on the « devoted * e deſtruction. Such 
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4 ſyſtem, founded as it is in impolicy, certainly 


coul not laſt. The evil conſequence bud ſoon 


ſtare every man in the face. Arid: the people of 
England would demand the neceſſary change in 
foch language, as would mark in the ſtrongeſt 
characters their diſapprobation of ſuch a meaſure, 
and their want of confidence in ſuch as ſhould 
adviſe it. For it was a principle interwoven into 
the original ſyſtem of our American colonization, 
to oblige the plattations to ſend their produce to 
che markers of Great Britain, and to receive their 
Furopean ſupplies from the mother country alone. 
The long Parliament, Cromwell's, and the Reſto- 
ration Parliament, improved and enforced the pru- 
dent policy of James the Firſt, and Charles the 
Firſt, who ſettled our Colonies; and a great ob- 
ject of the act of Navigation was to prohibit any 
nation from trading with our Colonies, or our 
Colonies from trading with foreigners ; but if we 
admit the Americans, who are now aliens, to 
trade directly in their own ſhips with our Weſt. 
India' iNands, we facrifice the policy of that act, 
which was naval ſtrength; and it would be much 
wiſer to declare them at once independant, be- 
cauſe then we ſhould enjoy the moſt beneficial 
part of their commerce without being put to the 
enormous and ruinous charge of their defence.“ 

LI By 


* Exertions muſt be ſomewhere during war; but it 
may be remarked, that the expence of defending the 
f Weſt-India 
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By ſuffering the entry of American veſſels, even 


of limited tonnage, into thoſe iſlands, other Weſt- 


India produce, beſides rum, would undoubtedly 
be carried away by them; and we ſhould not only 
ruin our maripe, but deprive ourſelves of the 
chance, however ſmall it may be, of having, at 
any future time, Weſt-India commodities at any 


other price, than that which all other countries 


may refuſe. We could not expect longer to ex- 
part ſugar from this country. The Britiſh doml- 
nions are as much entitled to the monopoly of the 
markets of the Britiſh Weſt Indies, as the latter 
are entitled to thoſe of the former; and whenever 
that monopoly is given up, it will be the higheſt 
abſurdity not to open all the Britiſh ports to 
_ foreign raw ſugars. It muſt be obvious to every 
man what opportunities to ſmuggling will be 
given by any partial opening of the Weſt-India 
trade; but if we are to break through all colonial 
| principles, why not open our Weſt-India ports to 
other nations as well as the Americans. There is 
much more argument in favour of opening them 
to the Spanjards, who would bring their caſh, 

their 


Weſt-India iſlands by ſea alone during the laſt war, 


coſt Britain a larger ſum than would purchaſe the fee 


ſimple of thoſe iſlands. The detention of our fleet in 
the Weſt Indies, was a principal cauſe of the loſs of 
America. But there is nothing,to be complained of 
more than the prodigious ſums which have been ſpent in 


forming ſugar plantations, when they might have been 


ſo much better employed at home. 
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their raw hides, their excellent tobacco,” econ, 
Kc. as well as lumber, if wanted, to exchange 


for our dry goods. The Americans have no more | | 


pretenſions. to go to our Weſt-India than to our 
Eaſt- India ſettlements; yet the latter would be 
thought a very extraordinary claim, even by thoſe 
who are ready to give way to the former. The 
Americans and Weſt Indians affect to conſider the 
reſtrictions in this reſpect, as an extraordinary: 
ſtep. It is no meaſure; it happened of courſe; 
and according to all colonial regulations; and tlie 
proclamations, which are ſuppoſed to have done 
it, on the contrary, have relaxed many of thoſe 
regulations, - as already pointed out, greatly in 
favour of the iflands, and of the American States; 
and, inſtead of putting them merely on the foot- 
ing of the moſt favoured nation, give extraotdi- 
nary advantages to the latter. Every other nation 
has the ſame right to demand free entry, and will 
expect it, if we yield in this inſtance. Neither 
Holland, nor any other country, pretends to ſay, 
ye ſhall not enter their ports, becauſe we do not 
ſuffer them to trade with our Colonies. - 

It is not uncommon to hear men ſay, Certainly 
the Navigation act mult be ſtrictly maintained, — 
It is not intended to alter it — Only American 
veſſels, of limited tonnage,* muſt be permitted to 
go to our iſlands ta carry certain articles, and to 
Every man knows the evaſians in tonnage; and, that 
in ordinary caſes, the real tonnage is at leaſt one third 
more than the regiſtered, 
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chan this language ; ſuch permiſſion! would de- 
ſtroy the object of the act ĩn the moſt eſſentiaſ 
part, which either theſe men ignorahtly do not 
ſeo, or affect nat to fre, + Surely more ſeamen 
would be raiſed in the multitude of American 
veſſels, that would be employed by thoſe” means, 
than in the larger ſhips which carry the ſugar; 
and, at this moment, our object ſhould be to 
engage, in our trading veſſels, the great number 
of ſailors that are diſcharged from the navy. 

Im ſhort, the candid part of the Americans ac- 
knotrledge, it cannot be expected we ſhould give 
up our navigation principles; and add, that as 
long as we preſerve * we _ keep the game 
in our own hands. 

The unſettled condition of the American States 
ſince the preliminaries of peace were ratified, and 
the turn of affairs there, which might well have 
been foreſeen, by no means juſtify any gratuities 
on the part of this country, which, in the preſent 
ſituation of things, cannot afford any ſacrifices, 
We have only to let the confuſion of the new 
States ſettle, as they may, without troubling 
ourſelves about them, If a commercial treaty 
were as much to be wiſhed, as it certainly is 
not, during the preſent ferment, there is no power 
with whom it could be made with any certainty 
of being carried into effect. But it is plainly 
impoſſible to make a commercial treaty with the 

American 
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American States, ates, Without ing f them ſome valu- 
able privilege, for which they have precluded 


themſelves from making an adequate return. The 
treaty of peace, and ſubſequent acts, opened the 
ports of Great Britain and Ireland to them, in 
the ſame manner as their ports were opened to us 
when they repealed their reſtraining laws. 4 
briſk trade has already begun, and it is unneceſ- 
ſary to prove on which fide the advantage i is, ber 
tween the traders who. aſk for credit, or the 
waders who give it. 

If the American States, had any thing to grant 
by any kind of commercial treaty, it may be well 
doubted whether they would keep it farther than 
ſuited their convenience; and of this we may 
form a judgment by their proceedings ſince they 
received the preliminaries of peace, which in no 
nftance haye.. they fulfilled. In ſhort, every 
Engliſhman ſþayld proteſt againſt any commercial 
treaty with any power on the degrading principle 
of the Portugal treaty of 1703, whereby we 
granted ſpecial privileges for a mere permiſſion 
to trade on the ſame footing as other nations. 

What was foretold in the firſt edition of this work, 
has now actually happened. Every account from 
America fays, that Britiſh manufactures are ſelling at 


a conſiderable profit, while other European goods 
cannot obtain the firſt coſt. Every day's expert- 
ence ſhews, that this country, from the nature 
ad quality gf its manufactures, and from the aſ- 


cendancy 
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cendancy it has art in commerce; wilt com. 
mand three · fourths of the American trade. The 
American merchants ſolicit a correſpondence, and 
beg for credit, becauſe, while they feel their own 
want of capital, they know that our traders are 
more liberal, and our goods cheaper and better, 
than any in Europe. And the only danger is, not 
that the American merchants will aſk for too fey 
- manufattures, but that they will obtain too many, 
The American conſumers have been impoveriſhed 
by an expenſive war, which has bequeathed them 
many taxes to pay; and they will not be more 
punctual in their remittances at a time when they 
are aſſociating againſt the payment of old debt. 
It may be for our intereſt ro run ſome hazard, 
however, at the renewal of our correſpondetice, 
by accepting a trade which is preſſed upon us by 
willing cuſtomers. But how far it may be pru- 
dent for the Britiſh merchant to comply with 
orders, till the ſeveral States hold out ſome regy- 
latione, that will give them ſecurity, is a queſtion, 
The apprehenſion alone of ſwelling this Ap- 
pendix too much, prevents the inſertion of genuine 
extracts of mercantile letters from different States, 
in order to ſhew the moſt incredulous, that Britiſh 
goods are preferred in the American markers to 
all others. | 
As to the over-ſtock of n F in the different 
markets of America, we were at firſt mifinformed. 
The ill-ſorted cargoes which had been fent during 
. | x the 
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the war, might occaſion an overſtock in ſome at- 
ticles. The miſtake has been of a ſpecies which 
has ſtrengthened every argument in favour of- the 
advantages of Britiſh goods over all others; for 
while the cargoes of . foreigners lay untouched, 
thoſe from Britain, afforted in the old mode, were 
bought up with avidity to be paid (in the South- 
ern States) from the crops of this year. When 
the laſt advices were diſpatched, every ſpecies of 
goods were {carce, and there did not prevail an 
idea through the whole States, of looking to any 
other country than Great Britain“; for the execu- 


* All mercantile men, who have lately returned from 
2 uniformly agree in aſſerting, that the French 
trade in that country is at an end; that their goods 
were high charged, and in no inſtance adapted to the 
country; that a mutual jealouſy and diſtruſt ſubſiſted 
between the two nations; and that there was very little 
probability of commercial intercourſe being eſtabliſhed 
between them. Some Dutch ſhips had returned with- 
out breaking bulk. The foreigners have left, or are 
leaving America; at leaſt, every one that poſſibly can 
atricate himſelf from that country. The fluctuations 
in the ſyſtems, in the different States, muſt cauſe infi- 
nite diſtreſs; and nothing can be more ruinous to com- 
merce, than uncertainty, Pennſylvania lately laid a 
moſt heavy duty on wine—a ſhip arrived—a merchant 
paid 12001, duties on the wines that came in it to him 
immediately the duties were repealed, the merchant 
was ruined — the wine which came immediately 2 
being ſold free of the duty. 
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tion of their orders which are ſent here, including 
every article, preciſely in the ſame mode as prac. 
ticed before the war, and doubtleſs, the returns 
will come in the ſame manner; but it would be 
imprudent to give them the unlimited credits 
which prevailed before the year 1775; and it is 
likely too, that the retail buſineſs will (at leaſt in 
the Southern States) be carried on chlefly by 
ſmall merchants who have not eſtabliſhed credit: 


in Britain, and cannot obtain ſuch credits®, 


At 

| = | | 
* Tt is ſaid, that the mode of doing buſineſs, likely 
to prevail, particularly in the Southern Provinces, will 
be, what is denominated a wholeſale trade, to be car- 
ried on þy Europeay, or rather Britiſh merchants, who 


will form connections at home, and carry out cargoes 


of aſſorted goods, to be fold by the package unopened, 
to thoſe who. retail; and who. will receive in return, 
within the year, from the American merchants, the 
produce they may collect, which will be ſhipped off by 
the Britiſh wholeſale merchants. This is the ſpecies of 
trade that Britiſh ſubjects ſhould wiſh to purſue, 
Without being concerned in retailing goods, they ſhould 
endeavour to monopolize the ſupplies in wholeſale to 
country merchants. This wilt enable them to deal to 
a great extent, with half the hazard formerly experi- 
enced; and it will beſides, give them the ſole com- 
mand of the ſhipping buſineſs. It is not probable that 
the Britiſh merchants will chuſe, ia the new ſtate of 
affairs, to fix their * as — in Virginia and 

Maryland; 
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At preſent there is a greater demand for Britiſh 
manufactures than our manufacturers can ſupply; 
or for which there is a diſpoſition to give credit, 
although the latter is carried farther than pru- 
dence will authorize ; but we ſhould be upon our 
guard not to indulge ourſelves in uſual deelama- 
tions on the ruin of the country in conſequenee 
of American independence, if we ſhould find 
ſome check on commerce, to which ſeveral other 
cauſes may contribute. —Notwithſtanding -our 
misfortunes, we are certainly on a much better 
footing than any commercial maritime power. It 
will, indeed, prove a moſt vigorous ſtate of ma- 
nufactures and commerce, if we do not feel foyme 
inconvenience in trade from the conſequences of 
the additional weight of an hundred millions 
aided to our debt, and of the taxes for the in- 
tereſt, which fall of courſe on the price ef la- 


Maryland; they may rather adopt the expedient already 
nentioned, of ſending out agents or partners, with 
wholeſale cargoes, to be fold to merchants whe may 
tot have ct6dit here, and they may be very ſafe while 
their creditors are on the fpot, ready to eompel punctu- 
ity, and fo receiye and ſhip their produce, This 
line of commerce, although the profits at firſt may 
de ſmaller, will ultimately be more advantageous to 
the Britiſh merchant. Large ſumy of money will 
not (as formerly) be ſunk in debts in the country. 
The retartis will be more certain, and . leſs liable to 
thoſe diſappointments which prevailed when every 
American planter was a Britiſh creditor, 
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bour. The accumulations of the merchants and 


others, are not now thrown, as formerly, into 
farther trade ; perſons of all deſcriptions, many 
of whom uſed to lend their money upon the 
higheſt legal intereſt to traders and farmers, now 
make more than legal intereſt in the funds, with 
the hope and chance that better times will greatly 
improve their capitals. The great unfunded debt 
and immoderate iffue of navy bills, and the cer- 
tainty of new loans, induce ſpeculators, and thoſe 
who have money, to hold it in readineſs, and from 
theſe checks in circulation, a ſtagnation of im- 
provements in huſbandry, and in various other 
national concerns have ariſen, | 
The preſent temporary ſcarcity of money, not- 
- withſtanding the late importations of dollars from 
the American States, from Jamaica and Cadiz, 
muſt affect trade; but the ſcarcity does not en- 
tirely ariſe from cauſes exiſting among ourſelves. 
There has been a counter current which carried 
out a much greater quantity of money than was 
brought in thraugh the channels before ſtated. It 
is an article which will find its level, and. all our 
laws, and every reſtraint which ever was or can 
be deviſed, will not prevent its paſſing to the 
neighbouring countries, when the price or de- 
mand for it abroad, is ſo much greater than it is 
at home. The very unfavourable exchange 2 
gainſt this country fince the laſt loan, till lately, i d 
is a collateral evidence of the egreſſion. f 
| | The 
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The moſt part of the current coin in Europe iy 
filver : the Spaniards were interrupted near four 
years in their importations of it, in conſequence, 
a conſiderable diminution of coin has taken place 
throughout Europe, from which, with other 
cauſes, namely, that all the great powers in Eu- 
rope, and alſo the American States have been bor- 
rowing more money than could be eafily ſupplied, 
the preſent ſcarcity is much to be attributed. 

The Engliſh coinage being chiefly gold, Eng- 
land naturally felt the effect of this diminution the 
laſt : it is well known to what great diſtreſs Spain 
was brought by theſe circumſtances before the 
peace, France ſupplied her wants in ſome mea- 
ſure by the notes of the Caiſſe d'Eſcompte, which 
has fince failed, Holland having had a ſuper- 
abundance of money, and her trade being almoſt 
totally ſuſpended, did not feel the effects of a 
temporary ſcarcity, till upon the revival of com- 
merce ſhe found the want of money, and her mer- 
chants of courſe gave orders for the ſale of a 
part of their property in our fuhds.—This circum- 
ſtance brought on the firſt depreſſion. —The French 
bankers ſeem alſo to have contributed to produce 
the ſame effect, having remitted money, to play 
in our funds, in hopes of ſelling to advantage on a 
peace, and all theſe difficulties were encreaſed by 
the bank of England having thought it expe- 
dient, ſubſequent to the late loan, to re- 
fuſe to accommodate in the uſual manner the 

I lenders 


1 

lenders to government. Abovè a million and an 
half ſterling may have been ſent abroad this year 
for corn, æ which added to what has gone out for 
the above mentioned purpoſes, perhaps has di- 
miniſhed the circulation of gold coin near three 
millions. 
| Theſe cauſes, therefore, having Geoid 
that article by which every thing is interchanged, 
has naturally affected in the moſt ſenſible manner 
the funds. But when Europe has had a little time 
to recover, there js reaſon to hope, if this coun: 
try ſnould have a capable adminiſtratiqn, that may 
find itſelf ſufficiently firm and ſupported to un- 
dertake proper meaſures, that publick credit will 
be ſtrengthened, the ſtocks. will recover their 
former tone, and in proportion as publick credit 
is invigorated, ptivate credit will be reſtored, and 
plenty of money will once more appear. 

High inteteſt of money has always been con: 
ſidered as deſtructive to manufactures and trade +, 
and low intereſt ſeems peculiarly neceſſary for 


* "EEG of one million of quarters of foreign 


corn have been imported in 1783. 

+ 1t may be here obſerved, that if there were no othet 
obſtructions or impediments, the high intereſt of mo- 
ney in America, muſt prevent the eſtabliſhment of ma- 
nufactures there. In New-York, intereſt: uſed to be 
7 per cent. in Pennſylvania. 6 per cent. in South Caro» 
lina 8 per cent, and in Virginia, where it was loweſt, 
5 per cent. | 

ee. eſtabliſh- 
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eſtabliſhing them, the beſt writers on the ſubject 
attribute the great commercial proſperity of the 
Dutch to the lowneſs of intereſt, namely 3 per 
cent. but our minufactures are ſo well eſtabliſh - 
ed, and our capitals are ſo much greater thau 
thoſe of other countries, that we can beſt ſtand 
the ſhock. The parſimonious Dutchman is ſatis- 
fied with four or five per cent. while the Bri- 
tiſh trader expects ten: for the preſent we muſt 
be content, perhaps, with leſs profit, nor ſhould 
we be diſmayed, if the demand for our manufac- 
tures from the American States ſome time hence 

ſhould decreaſe. | 
There has been a ſudden call for many articles 
of which they were in great want, when that 
call ſhall be ſatisfied, and our fleets, troops, and 
different eſtabliſhments (which cauſed no incon- 
fiderable part of the demand at all times) are en- 
tirely withdrawn from America, the orders 
from thence muſt neceſſarily, and of courſe dimi- 
niſh much for a time. We are therefore, not to 
impute every check or fluctuation that may ariſe 
in our trade, to the want of any different arrange- 
ments with the American States, but we have rea- 
ſon to flatter ourſelves that the intelligence, in- 
duſtry, and ſpirit of our merchants will preſerve 
us from ſuch a ſituation, by conſtantly finding dif- 
ferent reſources of trade, and diſcovering new 

markets for our manufactures, 


Perhaps 


[ 272 J 


Perhaps it will be fortunate for us if the diff: 


culties which may ariſe, or the caution which may 
become neceſſary, ſhould lead us to conſider what 
are the moſt ſure and advantageous employments 
that can be found for our capitals. Europe has 
been long wild and extravagant in looking towards 
America for every thing; fortunately for France 
ſhe failed there, but in her purſuits loſt more glory 
than ſhe had attained elſewhere during a century. 


Spain has been impoveriſhed, and is much reduced 


below what ſhe was, before ſhe ſuffered from her 
American deluſions. England ſurvives; and it is 
to be hoped will ſurvive her American misfortunes, 


- tiotwithſtanding the declamations of her internal 


enemies; and it is to be hoped ſhe will learn wiſ- 
dom from what has happened“, and that ſhe will 
no longer ſquander her riches heedleſsly at a dil. 
tance, and out of her reach. 

It is well known, that numbers of our merchants 
have been made bankrupts through the bad pay- 
ment of the Americans. The merchants will re- 
flect on this, and if from a conſideratiou of our 
preſent ſituation, they ſhould look at home, ſo far 
at leaſt as to keep their commerce mote within their 
own reach, Britain may have the good fortune to 


* As the intereſt of the debt incurred on account of 


America, is in a great meaſure ſpent in this/country, it 


cannot be conſidered as all loſt ; yet it may be remarked, 
that that intereſt is more than double the annual value of 
the manufactures ſent thither from Great Britain. 
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{ce her fiſheries ſurpaſs" thoſe of the reſt vf che 
world, and to riiſe five ſeamen of the beſt and bars 
dieft kind for one ſhe does now. It is 
that the'Scotch, than whom there is no nation more 
intelligent and more enterpriſing, or who bettet 
underſtand the nature and benefit of commerce, 
and of employing their capitals, ſhould neglect 
their fiſheries,” which, conſidering their great extent 
of coaſt and fituation, are the moſt hatural purſuits 
for them, and hold out che greateſt advantages 3 
it might he the means of populating their whole 
coaſt to che degree which cannot poſſibly he done 
by other means; it would find employment for 
thoſe that emigrate' for want of employment; it 
would occupy” the ide better than gloomy” ideas 
the ſecurity of a religion not likely to 
be difturbed: reren 


pointed, would enſure ſucceſs in all their under- 
takings. Every man muſt obſerye with concern, 
how much the trade of that country has been hun 
by the late war. Immedistely after the former 
peace, the improvements of her commerce were 
moſt rapid. In the year 2790, the balance in 
ber fayour was $14,556); in the year 1780, it 


was reduced to 99, 31 $1, in 1791 and 1782, there 


was. a balance againſt her, and che. laſt of chol 


Jears it 1 to e of 150, o. 


i nn 
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The glory of che woſuptegre of Aland, mighs 
be in leſs, danger of being tarniſhed, jf, her x 
and ſpirited ſons would cultivatę the, advantages 
they have. attained. . She. is peculiarly ſituated for 
trade and fiſheries The ſums ſhe is ſpending i in 
uniforms,. feathers, and fiſes, might found fiſh; 
a riyal Walen To Rü rs fiſheries, 

"I, Although * 19 *. 5 the _ marine 
a che herring fiſhery, has decreafed io in number o of buſſe 
from 1860 to lefs than 200, it fill ſubſiſts 20, 60d people 
at leaſt, employing them in preparing rxcider, anti in 
the vatfous branches dependant on ſhipbuilding, mak: 
ing ſail-cloth, rigging, netting,” caſks, / ſalt, 'viEtualling 
Kc. De Wit, Sir Walter Rateighs and others,” give ac- 
counts of this fiſbery which ſeem almoſt incredible, but 
in general. they are well ſupported. They ſay the fi 
caught by the, Dutch laſt century, was valued ..at up- 
wards of fix millions ſterling annually, and that 9000 
veſſels of all ſorts, and 260,000.men were employed i in 
this buſineſs.— Sir Walter coriputes that 20 buſſes main 
tain 8000 people. De WII fays, that upwards of 
Boo, 060 perſons were ſabſiſled in the two' prdvitices of 
Holland 24hd: Weſt ' Frieſlutid” alone” by "this *fithery. 
Abe Hamburghers, Swedes; - &e. have got-s ſhare-of 
it, and the French, living much cheaper — 
are making. a, conſiderable progreſs, they can work 
cheaper,, and conſequently underſell them, and if they 
are wile, will acquire a great part of this fiſhery, But 
the people of Ireland and Scotland may live ag cheap, 
and would have many advantages over the French int. 
The principal markets for herrings ; are Germany, Po- 


, America, &c. a M half 
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zur he Wasp ni efforts an nn far 
the” afriefforation of Parliament, Wodld be fuff. 
cent: The proceſs of the latter is dtigerods and 
incthtalit ; but riches and happineſs would be the 
certify" Ednſchuences of equal TI favour of 
nduſtty72"No people can talk more of Induſtry 
ind manufactures, and no Parliament, in propor- 
tion to the riches of its conſtituents, was ever half 
ine, ſo laviſh of bounties, and eneouragements of trade 
ind muntfactures; ànck no country can boaft' bf 
perforis better informed on ' theſe ſubjedts, and 0 
mY het real intereſts, than ſhe can. DD. Nen nee 
ung Due 0s conclude; une mer doubr' * 
but it may reaſonably be a queſtion; whether the 
; 66 unde ever will be again in ſo proſperous a ſtate 
v America. Corifufion” and anarchy are Rkely 
900 Ido prevail for ſome time. Our deſcendants, the 
* New Englande ra, apt to be troubleſome to them | 
175 kives, as well as to others, and enconraged by a 
party among us in the habit of bullying our mi- 
ers, may aſſume a tone, which, however, will 
dow avail chem little in Europe, Their natural 
diſpoſition will be heightened by finding they 
ue loſt the pripeipal market for their ſhipping, 
himber; the produce of the whale fiſhery, and 
m ch of the carrying trade. They «will machi- 
, and muſt — to manage. The weak- 
of the Southern States has not a little to fear 
n their interference. _ It remains to be ſeen, 
50 ** 2 8 


A 


vernment of which they ſo loudly corhplained, 


tion. The exiſtence of one man, the, mereſt ac · 


| 4or a long time, be 1 regarded in America, |i 


whether the ſouthern wil — the puppets of 
the northern, whether. the. Midale Clones ual 
be the dupes to the northern, or a barrier to the 
Southern States; we ſhall, however, , ſee New 
Englanders emigrate from tbe government of 
their own forming, even to Nova Scotia and 
Canada, putting themſelves under that Britiſh go- 


Nothing is more uncertain than political fpeculy 


cident, gives a turn to the. affairs of the: greateſ 
countries, more eſpecially. of a gountry in the 
ſtate in which America now is; but it is, certain, 
that the confuſion - of the American States en 
now only hurt themſelves... They muſt, pay Eu- 
rope in the beſt manner they can for cloathing 
and many articles, for which they are not likely 
to have the credit they had while in more ſettled 
circumſtances. If ane or more States ſhould 
prohibit the manufactures of any particula 
country, they will find their way to them through 
other. States, and by various means, The a 
ficulty will only raiſe the price on the conſun 

in the States where the articles are prohibice 
The Britiſh manufactutes found their way 1 
every part of the country. during a moſt 
corous war, and the moſt ſtrenuous Ameri 
acknowledge that no impoſts or exciſe laws wi 
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the mean time, and at all times, Britain will ba 
nothing 
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nothing to apprehend. The American States will 
hardly enter into real hoſtilities with Britain. 


Britain need not quarrel with them all; but ſhould 
either happen, ſome ſtout frigates, cruizing be- 
tween Halifax and Bermuda, and between the 
latter and the Bahamas, would completely com- 
mand they commerce of this mighty continent, 
concerning which our prophers have ſo much amuſed: 
themſelves, deluding the unthinking—a ſtrangely 
conducted war is no proof to the contrary; and a land 
war would not be neceſſary but in ſome of the 
Statat, and poſſibly even in the New-Eagland pro» 
vinees, when the animoſity ceaſea, and the inzereſted 
3 — Loyaliſts en the pare 
thoſe Who are in poſſeſſion of their lands, is no longer 
kept alive by apprehenſion, the natural good wiſhes 
that we have to the Americans, which they will 
gradually allow themſelves to ſee, rheir intereſt, 
dur intereſt, and many circumſtances may bring 
vs cloſe together. 
5 At pteſene, the only part Britain ſhould rake 
is moſt ſirtple, and perfectly ſure. If the Ame- 
cad States chuſe to ſend Conſuls, receive them, 
and ſend a Conſul to each State. Each State will 
Toon enter into all neceſſury regulations wich the 
Conſul, and this is the whole chat is neceſſary, 
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Fade and Intercourſe between ibe StbjeFs' of 
Great Britain a ppt ry, 
e emen nt $1042 10 
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„%% 03.21/80 S 36:1 
Wikis the 8 thirteep provinces 
of North America, namely, New Hampſhire, 
Maſſachuſet's Bay, Rhode Ifland and Proyidengy 
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jerſey, 
North Carolina, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
Pennſylvania, South Carolina, and Georgia, have 
lately been ſolemnly acknowledged by his Majeſty 
to be, and now are, free, independent, and ſove- 
reign States, by the pame and deſcription of the 
United States of America: 
Be it therefore enacted and declared by the 
King's Moſt Excellent Majeſty, by and with the 
advice and conſent of the Lords Spiritual and 
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Temporal, and Commons, in this preſent” Parlia- 
went aſſembled, and by che authority:of the ſame, 
that all ſtatutes heretofore: made to regulate the 
trade and commerce between Greut- Britain and 
the Britiſh Plantations in America, or to prohibit 
any intercourſe between the ſame, ſhall, ſo fur as 


they regulate or prohibit the intercourſe and com- 


merce between Great Britain and the -territories 
now compoling the faid United States Wann 
vholly and abſolutely ceaſe : 

And whereas, whilſt che aforeſaid Thirteen Pro- 
vinces were annexed to and conſtituted a part of 
the dominions of Great Britain, the inhabitants of 
the ſaid Provinces enjoyed all rights, franchiſes, 
privileges, and benefits of Britiſh ſubjects born 
in Great Britain, as well in reſpect to the trade 
and commerce with Great Britain as in other in» 
ſtances j and-in conſequence thereof the ſhips and 
veſſels of the ſaid inhabitants, being navigated in 
like manner as Britiſh ſhips and veſſels are by law 
directed to be , navigated, were admitted into the 
ports of Great Britain, with all the Privileges and | 
advantages of Britiſn- built ſhips : . 

And whereas, by the ſeveral laws avian 
ing, for regulation of the trade and commerce of 
Great Britain with foreign States, the ſubjecta of 
the latter are, as aliens, liable to various commer- 
cial reſtrictions, and alſo to various duties and 
cuſtoms at the ports of Great Britain, which 


3 been applicable to, or demand - 
able 


_t-} 
able om, the inhabitants of the feyersl Provinces 
now oatupoſing the ſaid United States ot America: 
Andi whereas it is highly expedient that the: iv f 
tercaurſe. between Great Britain and the ſaid Ml * 
United States ſhould be eſtabliſhed on the moi IN " 
eolarged principles of reciprocal beneßt to both I * 
countries; but, from the diſtance between Great Il ” 
Britain and America, it muſt be a conſiderable Ml * 
time before any convention or treaty for eſtabliſh» 
ing and regulating the trade and intercourſe be IM © 
tween Great Britain and the ſaid United States of 
America, upon. a Permanent Ne can be * 
concluded: bs 
. Now, for the purpoſe of adage * 
| gulation of the commerce and intercourſe between 
Great Britain and the faid United States of MW © 
America, and in order to evince the diſpoſition of !. 
Great Britain to be on terms of the moſt perfect 
amity with the ſaid United States of America, i *' 
and in confidence of a like friendly diſpoſition oa 
che part of the ſaid Uniced States, towards Great ſo 
Bricain, Be it further enafted, That from and B 
after the tms ſhips 
and veffels of the ſabjefts and citizens of the faid 
United States of America, with the merchandizes 
and goods on board the ſame, ſhall be «mitted 
into all the ports of Great Britain in the fame 
manner as the ſhips and veſſels of the ſubjects of i © 
other independent fovereign States; but the mer - *, 
chandizes and goods on board ſuch ſhips or vel, 

I | ſels 
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ſels of the ſuhjects or citizens of the ſaid United 
States, being of the growth, produce, or manu- 
facture of the ſaid United States, ſhall. be liable 
to the ſame duties and charges only, as the ſame 
merchandizes and goods, wquld be ſybjeR to, if 
they were the property of Britiſh fubjetts, and im- 
ported in Britiſh-built ſhips or veſſels, navigated 
by Britiſh natural · born. ſubjects, * 

And be it further enacted, That. during the 
time aforeſaid, the ſhips and veſſels of the ſubjects 
and Citizens of the fi United States, ſhall be 
admitted into the ports of His Majeſty' s iſlands, 
colonies, or plantations, in America, with any 
merchandizes. ot, goods of the growth, produce, 
or manufacture, of the territories of the aforeſaid 
United States, with liberty to export from His ſaid 
Majeſty's iſlands, colonies, or __plantations in 
America, to the ſaid territories of the ſaid United 
States, any merchandize or goods whatſoever ; 
and ſuch merchandizes and goods, which ſhall be 
ſo imported into, or exported from, the ſaid 
Britiſh iſlands, colonies, or plantations, in America, 
ſhall be liable to the ſame duties atid charges only, 
a3 the ſaid merchgndizes and goods would be ſub- 
ject to, if they were the property of Britiſh natu- 
tab botn[ſuþjefts; : and imported or [exported in 
Britich built n veſſels, haFjgued-by Rein 
emen. GUN] nian, galin: 

And be it 5 evatted, That Airing al the 


1 _——— limiced,- there ſhall be the ſame 


Oo ''' drawbacks, 
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drawbacks, exemptions, and bounties, on mer- 


i | chandizes and goods exported from Great Britain ; 
| into the territories of the ſaid United States of 

America, as are allowed in the caſe of exportation £ 

to the iſlands, plantation, or colonies, now re- {ex 

maining, or belonging to wan er Great * 

| Britain, in America, - 

| And be it further enacted, Thin all Hig and 


veſſels belonging to any of the citizens or fub- 
jects of the faid United States of America, which M*" 
ſhall have come invo any your of Great Britain 
fince the © together with the 
goods and merchandizes on beard the ſame flips WM” 
and relle, 1 have the foll benen of this act. 
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The KI NG's Mot Excellent ene & in Council. 
WHEREAS by: virtue db an 2 pid the 

laſt ſeſſion of Natliament / intizgletl, |< An AR 

« for preventing certain Inſtruments from being 

* required from Ships belonging to the United 

re States of America, and to'give to his Majeſty, 

6 for a limited Time, certain Powers for the bet- 
| 2 | . 
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* ter carrying on Trade and Commerce between 
we Subjects of his Majeſty's Dominions and 
the Inhabitants of the ſaid United States,“ 


— ſeveral orders have been iſſued by his Majefty at 
Als this Board, for regulating and carrying on the 
rade and commerce between the ſubjects of his 
0 Majeſty's domiaions, and the inhabitants of the 
Þ. United States of America, which orders did ex- 
ich pire on the 20th day of this inſtant December. 
Gin And whereas by an act paſſed in the preſent 


ba ſeſion of Parliament, to continue, for a limited 
tips time, the ſaid above recited act, it is enacted, 

that the ſaid act, and all the matters and things 
therein contained, ſhall continue and be in force 
until the 20th day of April, 1784. His Ma- 
eſty doth thereupon, by and with the advice of 
tis Privy Council, hereby order and declare, that 
ny unmanufactured goods or merchandizes, the 


of {Mportation of which into this kingdom is not 
 ,, {rohibited by law, (except oil) and any pitch, 
, tucpentine, indico, maſts, yards and bowſprits, 
eeing the growth or production of any of the 
eil. nited States of America, may (until farther or- 


„er) be imported directly from thence into any of 
che e ports of this kingdom, either in Britiſh or Ame- 
Aa n ſhips, by Britiſh ſubjects, or by any of the 
eng kople inhabiting in, and belonging to, the ſaid 
fired Naited States, or any of them, and may be en- 
ety, Ned and landed in any port in this kingdom, 
bet- pon payment of the ſame duties as the like ſort 
< ter O 0 2 of 
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of goods or merchandize are or may be ſubjeR 
and liable to, if imported by Britiſh ſubjects, in 
Britiſh ſhips, from any Britiſh iſland or: planta- 
tion in America, and no other, notwichſtanding 
ſuch goods or merchandize, or the ſhips in which 
the ſame may be brought, may not be accom- 
panied with the certificates or other decurnent 


| 

heretofore required by law : — | 
And it is hereby farther ordered, that there ſhall l 
be the ſame drawbacks, exemptions, and bountics, Wl 
on merchandizes and goods exported from Greu < 
Britain, into the territories of the ſaid United | 
States of America, or any of them, as are off © 
may be allowed by law, upon the exportation af o 
the like goods or merchandize to any of the iſlands Wl © 
plantations, or colonies, belonging to the cron b 
of Great Britain in America, th 
And his Majeſty is hereby farther pleaſed .. ©! 
order, that any tobacco, being.the growth or pr Pt 
duction of any of the territories of the ſaid Unite W 
States of America, may (until farther order) buy cc 
imported directly from thence, in manner above th 
mentioned, and may be landed in this kingdom de 
and, upon the importer paying down, in read G. 
money, the duty commonly called the Old Sut + 
P 


ſidy (except as hereinafter excepted) ſuch tobacc 


may be warehouſed under his Majeſty's lock M 
upon the importer's own bond for payment of 
the farther duties due for ſuch tobacco, with 


mne time limited by law, according to the ſh 
wp | weig 
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weight and quantity of Tuch tobacco, at the time 
it ſhall be ſo landed, with the ſame allowances for 
the payment of ſuch farther duties, and under the 
like reſtrictions and regulations in all other reſpecta, 
not altered by this ordet, as ſuch tobacco is and 
may be warehouſed by virtue of any act or acts of 
Parliament in force ; bur it is his Majeſty's pleaſure 
nevertheleſs, that upon the importation of any ſuch 
tobacco into the ports of London, Briſtol, Liver- 
pool, Cowes, Whitehaven, Greeriock, and Port 
Glaſgow, or either of them, in the manner herein 
before expreſſed, ſhall be ar liberty, until farther 
order, to enter into bond for the payment, as well 
of the duty, commonly called the Old Subſidy, 
as of all the farther duties due for ſuch tobacco, 
but without any allowance for prompt payment of 
the ſaid duty, commonly called the Old Subſidy, 
or any other of the duties which were formerly 
payable in ready money; and that if any tobacco 
which has been, or ſhall be ſo imported, during the 
continuance of this order, from the territories of 
the ſaid United States, into the ſald ports of Lon- 
don, Briſtol, Liverpool, Cowes, Whitehaven, 
Greenock, and Port Glaſgow, ſhall be afterwards 
taken, within the time limired, out of the ware- 
houſes wherein the ſame ſhall be ſecured under his 
Majeſty's locks, in manner hereinbefore directed, 
at either of the above ports, to be exported di- 
rely from thence, the bonds which have been or 
ſhall be entered into for payment of the ſaid du- 


ties, 
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1 
ties, ſhall be diſcharged in the manner directed by 


the ſeveral, acts of, parliament in force. 


And in order to fecilitate the carrying on trade 
ang- commerce hetyeen the people and tepritoriey 
belonging to the Co of Great - Britain in the 
Weſt⸗· Indies, including in that deſcription the Ba- 
hama idands, and the Bermuda ar Somers iſlands, 
and the people and territories belonging to the ſaid 
United States of America, his Majeſty is hereby 


_ farther! pleaſed to order, that pitch, tar, turpens, 


une, hemp and flaty: maſts, yards and bowſprits, 
ſtaves, heading boards, timber, ſhingles, and all 
other ſpecies of lumber; horſes, neat cattle, ſheep, 
hogs, poultry, and all other ſpecies of live ſtock 


and live proviſiong ; peas, beans, potatoes, wheat, 


flour, - bread, hiſeuit, rice, cats, barley, and al] 
other ſpecies of grain, being the growth or pro- 
duction of any of the ſaid United States of Ame- 
rica may (until further order) be imported by Bri- 
tiſh ſubjects, in Britiſh built ſhips oed by his 
Majeſty's ſubjects, and navigated according to 
law, from any port of the ſaid Upited States of 
America, to any of his Majeſty's Weſt India 
iſlands, che Bahama iſlands, and the Bermuda or 
Somers iſlands ; and that rum, ſugar, molaſſes, 
coffee, cocoa nuts, ginger and pimento, may (un- 
til ſueh order) be exported by Britiſh ſubjects, 
in Britiſh ſhips, owned by his Majeſty's ſubjects, 
and navigated according to law, from any of 


the ſaid iſlands, to any port or place with» 
| in 
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dy in the ſaid United States, upon payment of 

the ſame duties on exportation, and ſubject 
Je to the like rules; regulations, ſecurities and re- 
ies | frictions, as the ſame articles by law are or 
he ¶ may be ſubje&t and liable to, if exported to 
any Britiſh colony or plantation in America; and 
as; te bonds and ſecutities heretofore required to be 
aid Naken for ſuch. ſhips. carryitig ſuch goods, ſhall 
by ind may be, cancelled and diſcharged, upon the 
en Mike certificates as are required by the above re- 
its, cited act to diſcharge any bonds given in Great 
alt britain for the due landing any other goods in the 
hid United States of Aitietica, © r 
And his Majeſty is hereby farther pleaſed to 
der, with the advice aforeſaid; that the ſaid ſe- 
eral regulations herein camprized, ſhall, in all te- 
ects, be extended to fugh: ſhips and: goods 2 
hall: have been: hrought and imported from, or 
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gri- Pa he entered and ſhipped tor. exportation toy 

his I part of, the ſaid United States, fince the kd 
to Neth day of this inſtant December, · .. 

s of | And the Right Honourable the Lords Commil. 


** ners of his Majeſty's Treaſury, and the Lords 
ot mmiffioners of the Admiralty, are to give the 
ſſes, ceffary directions herein as to them may reſpec- 
(un- ely appertain. 

ech, Steph. Cottrell. 


2 


TE TASLEs — formed ade 
moſt authentic information that can be obtained, hard 
| hot hitherto been publiſhed, or brought together in the 
ſame point of view, They may | be uſeful to thoſe who 
wiſh x to examine the ſtate of Britiſh and American Cons . 
merce—they may help to remove prejudice and. vulgar 
error they will prove that our country does pot ens 
tifely” depend on the monopoly of the Commerce of iht 
[Thirteen American States, and that it is by no mean 
neceſſary to ſacrifice any part of our Carrying Traſk 
for imaginary adyantages now to be attained; | Maty 
new Tables ure added ſince the laſt edition; ſeveral of 
the former Tables are thrown into one; and thoſe ib 
which the information could be conſidered in any 1 
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Nova Scotia 
Pennſylvania =— 
Virginia and Maryland 
| Weſt Indies 
Antigua 
"Anguilla = — =— = 
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_ - - - 
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} Monſerrat — = — 
Nevis — — — 
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St. Lucia — = — 


St. Vincents 
St. Martins and Demerara 
St. Thomass 
Tobago = 

Tortolaa =— 
New Orleans 
Honduras — — 
Falkland Iſlands — 

Bermudas 
Muſquito Shore — 

+ Euftatia and St. Croix 
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Cuſtom-Houſe, London, May 1, 1982, | 
JOHN TFOMKYNS, Aſiſtant Inſpector-General. 
Cuſtom-Houſe, Edinburgh, May 1, 1782. 
RICHARD GARDNER, for the lnſpector of Importe and 
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AN ACCOUNT of all Sugar, Rum and Coffee, imported into 3 exported from Great Britain 
| ticular Countries to which theſe Artic 
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Africa — 
Canaries = 
Denmark and Norway 


Holland 


Ireland 
Ifle of Man 


Venice 


Iſland of Guernſey - 


Iſland of Jerſey = 


North America, viz. 


New Providence 


Ganada — 


LZarolina = 


Florida = 


Georgia 

Hudfon's Bay 
New England 
Newfoundland 


New York 


Nova Scotia 

Pennſylvania 
Virginia and Maryland 
| Weſt Indies 
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Britain for two Years, viz. from Chriſtmas 1772 to Chriſtmas 1773. and from Chriſtmas 178r to 17835 
ſe Articles were exported, or from whence they were imported, likewiſe the reſpective Year, 
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orted into and exported from Great Britain for two Years, viz. from Chriſtmas 1772 to Chriſtmas 177 3, 
ticular Countrics to which theſe Articles were exported, or from whence they were imported, likewil 
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1773, and from Chriſtmas 178: to 1782, diſtinguiſhing England from Scotland, and the par- 
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3 vis. 2762. The totals are as follows : 
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Cuſtom Honſe, London, May 1, 1783, 
JOHN TOMKYNS, Affſtant Inſpector - General. 


Cuſtom Houſe, Ediabourgh, May 1, 1983, 
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LITE. my NU 
AN AC ca T of the Goods and Produc imported into the FA Provinces in North America, the Ifla 


N T 
Piments, warchouſed — 


Salt, Weſt-India _ nt 


Sugar, brown, Britiſh 


8 
DD 
S 
| Z 
SESE 
* 
| 


o 


886 lbs. at 6d. 
3,888, 370 gall 


500, 484 by e 


41 


the 5th of January, 
[FROM No. irons 1 — FROM AFRICA. | FROM Tt 
Species of Merchandize. | Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value, 
| * $ 4 5 5 „. of - 
Coffee, Britiſh = - - * _—_ 8 — | — — | £ — 4072 cwt. 20 
Ditto, foreign — - - — — — | — — — 12 0 
Indigo, foreign = - - — — — | — „ — 14352 lbs. at 4 
Molaſſes, Britiſh - - — — * — | — — _ 227,772 gallo! 
Ditto, foreign EEMES. cr -S — — — | — — — 3,408, 784 dit! 
Pimento, Britiſh = - - — — — | — — — 34,529 lbs. a 
Sugar, brown, foreign - <= 4 =— — — | — — — _|[35,056 * 1 
Wine of the n = = = {763,125 F tons, at 98. 60l. 4 809 17 7H — — — 
Annatta 3 — — — — — — 196 caſks, at 
Cotton, Britin — — — — — — 1133, 800 lbs. ; 
Ditto, forei ˙ Bn — — — — — — 222,791 ditto, 
Cocoa, Bririfh „„ — — = — — — 121,238 lbs. a 
| Ditto, m_— --. — — — — — —. 4575751 ditio, 
Caſh in con - - — — — — — — 3213]. 148. ſte 
Fuſtick - - * — — — — — — Jon tons, 9 cy 
Ginger, Brtiſh - «-< = — — — — — — 0 
Hides, ditto = = — — — — — — 15168 No. at 
vv - -; +... — — — — — — 11737 No. at 
Ivory - - - 8 — _ _ — — — 1573 lbs. at 3 
EGS. ͤ 8 — =_ — — — — 51 tons, 7 cwt 
Limes, Britiſh - = = = — — _ — — — 2543 barrels, 
Ditto, — 3 — — — — — — 443 ditto, at 
8 ood - — — — — — — — — — 027 tons, I 5 
— „„ — — — — — 41 — 8 tons, 10 cu 
Nlelatks, duty paid at Dominica. — — — — — — — 8908 gallons, 
Mahogany - - — — — — — — 814 tons, 14 f 
- — — — — 540 620 No. at 40 


- 


ER IV. 


the Iſlands of Newfoundland, Bahama and Bermuda, between the 5th Day of 80 mo. and 
January, 1771. 


— 


LOM THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN WEST INDIES. | 


* 


4 


Hou 6 | TOT AL. 
Qvantity. a Value. | 
14. „ 40 . 1 „ 
2 cbt. 2 qrs. 24 lbs. at 8d. — — | 15204 16 4072 cwt. 2 qrs. 24 1bs, ' — — [ 15204 16 
35 — — 44 16 WY Ps — — 44 16 
2 Ibs. at 48. 6d. — — 979 4 114352 Ibs. — 28 4 
,772 gallons, at 18. — — — 111388 12 227. 5 gallons. — — 11388 12 
08,784 ditto, at 1. — mL i Ho 43 a ditto, — — | 170439 4 
529 lbs. at d. — — — — * 34,529 Ihe, — — — 553 4 6 
5b omt. 1 qr: 6 | b. = — 167 5555 ewt. 1 qr. 6 lbs. — | 49078 16 7 
— — m — [be _— 125 + gallons, — — 4509 17 721 
\ caſks, at 2l. 128. — * ca _ — * 980 
800 lbs. at 18. — — — 689 | 133,800 tbe. — — 6690 
791 ditto, 18. — — — | 11139 xt [222,791 ditto, = — 11139 It 
238 Ibs. at 6d. — — — 3030 19 121, 238 ditto, — — 3030 19 
5. 22 at 6d, — — — | 22707 11 [455-351 * e — — | 22707 1 
I rli — — — 3213 14 [3213ʃ. 14s, ſterling. — 32 32131 
1 . at Al. 109, — — 1631 81362 * g cwt. 4 lbs. — — 1631 8 
14 at 165. — — | 502 14 | 697 -. "= — — 889 14 

68 No. at 78. — — — | 3558 16 0, 168 — — 3558 1 
37 No. at 7s. - — wy — | 4107 19 [11,737 ditto, * ＋ — 4107 19 
3 lbs. at 38. — — 235 19 [1573 lbs. —_ 7 no 28 9 
tons, 7 t. — — — 153 10 J51 tons, 7 ct. — — 153 10 
3 barrels, at 258. — — — | 1907. 5 2543 barrels, — 8 
ditto, at 158. — — — 32 5 {11443 ditto, = = — 32 5 
7 tons, 15 cwt. at 41. 10s. — — 24 17 ( your wy 15 cwt, — — 13624 17 6 
tons, 10 cwt. at Al. 10. — — 274 5 10 | — 274 5 
No. at 28. — — — 2 14 827 No. — — — 2 14 
8 gallons, at 18. — — — | 4454 8908 gallons. — — — 4454 
tons, 14 ſtone, and 5231 514 ſqu. feet, — | 202 5814 tons, 14 ſtone, and 1,231,514 ſq. feet. | 20280 6 
No. at 40l. — — _ 12887 No. — — — {|r15040 
lbs. at 6d. . l ur. 22 3 886 lbs. — — — 22 
88,370 ils, at 26. 3d. = — — [43744] * 61] 3,888, 370 gallons. | — — | 437441 
p45 bo cls, at 18. _ 22 25024 $ 00,484 buſhels. — — 25024 4 

at II. 18 — - 1 2166, 417 ent. 3 qrs. 3 lb.ä— — 116231 


LEGAT pott 


Mahogan 
—— F - 


Pimento, warehouſed 


Rum - 


Salt, Weſt-India 
Sugar, brown, Britiſh 


Ditto, clayed 


Ditto, warchouſed 
Sarſaparilla, Britiſh = 


Ditto, foreign 


Skins, calf - 


Ditto, deer 
Turtle, ſhell 


Wine, duty pa 
Bees wax 
Salt, ſouthern parts 
Barwood - 
Ebony - 


Ivory = 
Wax, bees 
Dye wood 
Hides = 


Molaſſes, duty paid at Dominica 


D 
ÞD 
D 
S 
2 
8 


8908 gallons, 
814 tons, 14 
620 No. at 4. 
886 . at 6d 
3,888, 370 gal 
n buthe 
6,417 cwt. 

N 

659 : 


o 


Un 


III 


1d in the Weſt Indies 


- + . P a 
* 
” ” 


of Europe = 
8 4164 pieces, at 18. 
3 tons, 11 ewt. at 41, 10s. 


194 No. and 5439 lbs. 


| 70 tons, at 908. 
166 No. at 76. 


i. 
77... ß ) T3 $38 


ITT 
SOEEE 


AC * 


7 


16,424 lbs. at 
3148 ditto, at 
128 No. at 2s 
3750 lbs. at-1 
230 ditto, at ( 
3 tuns, 45 gal 
1200 lbs. at 1 


*The importations of flaves is this year conſiderably 
under the medium importation. 


8 gallons, at 18, — — | 4454 [8908 gallons. - 4454 
1＋ . 14 ſtone, and 1,231,514 gu. feet, — | 202 5814 tons, W — nenn ber. 202 5 
No. at 40l. 272 Ne 24400 _ 2887 No. 115040 
Ibs. at 6d. Foo ks 4. 22 3 1886 Ibs. —— — — 22 3 
88, 370 gallons, at 28. ＋ = — — [437441 12 6 | 3-888, 370 gallons, — — | 437441 12 6 
,484 buſhels, at 1s. — — — 128024 4 00,484 buſhels. — — 284 „66 
417 ewt. 3 qrs. 2 at 11. 158. — — 116231 2 256,41 ct. 3 Jr. 3 lbs. — — | 116291 2 2 
47 1 at 5 — — 331 10 147 I 12 — 331 10 4 
559 2 19 and 4o bbs WR 11. 88. 2385 10 659 2 19 and 40 bbds. 315 lbs.“ 238559 10 9 
(24 lbs. at 28. 30. — 1847 14 [16424 — | — 47 14 
ditto, at 28. 3d. 2 354 3 J3148 ditto, — — — 
No. at 28. 6d. — — — 16 128 No. — — 35 3 
o Ibs. at · 18. — — — 187 10 3750 lbs. — — 187 10 
ditto, at 6d. — — 11 5 230 ditto,  — - — 11 5 
ns, 45 gallons, at 6. — — 190 14 3/3 tuns, 45 gallons, — — 190 14 3 
o lbs. at 18. — — 1200 lbs. — — 
Ira — — 521,225 buſhels. — — 26061 5 
N — — 4164 pieces. — p — 208 4 
2 — — 3 tons, 11 cwt. — — 15 19 6 
2 — —— 194 No. and 5439 lbs, — — 3270 17 
2 — — 17,225 lbs, — — 861 5 
— 4 — 9 70 tons, — — 315 
4 — — 166 No. — — 58 2 
| bags 7 6l, | [1123096 12 17 
ſiderably Cuſtom Houſe, Boſton, iſt of October, 1771, ' 
- 
THOMAS IRVING, | 420 


Inſpector General vf the Imports and Exports of North America, and Regiſter of Shipping, 


2 AN ACCOUNT of the Quantity, with an Eſtimate of the Value at the 


- 
i — 


> 
* 
= 
* 
* 


Ports of Exportationy of: 
x | 


= ad 2 af 


| 


N GREAT BRITAIN. IRELAND. 
1 i ; * * ; 4. . ; —— 
Z I Species of Merchandize. 1 — 4 | Value, Quantity. Value. 
— — = _ W AKN — — — — 
R 4 4. . d. £o 4 
Aſhes, pot — — — [1274 tons, 1 ct. 1 FS: 41h. at 3ol. | 35191 18 18 74 — — . 
Ditto, pearl — . 14 8 at 40l. | 29468 7 — — — 
Annetta — — — i194 lbs. 1 33 9 _ — — 
Apples 1 _ OE: or 7 N e 460 bls. at 58. 15 
Axes — — Rs _ 107 3 ä — — — 
Bricks — — 125 E 2 — — — — 
Bran — — — — — — EVR "OM 2 
Chaiſes — —. _ — 8 * — — — 
Chairs, ridi — — — „ — — nat N 
Waggons he — — —— — Logos — — — = 
Cortex, elutheria — — [16512 lbs. at 6d. — 412 16 — 8. TO 
Ditto, winteranus — — 2225 lbs. at d. — — i — — 5 
Candles, ſpermaceti — — [486g lbs. at 18. 3d. * 304 1 3 450 lbs. — 28 2 
Ditto, tallow — — 8 — — 13 * <> 
Ditto, Wax 3 _ _ — 35 — — — 
Coals, American, from Nen Hamp ſhire _ — — — — * 
Cyder and beer | — Spin — — — — 
Caftoriun: - — — — 65 be. at * — 1679 12 6 — — 5 
Capillaire — — — ape — 219 * . 
. — — — — — — 5 
7 merican —_— 8 as _ —ͤ— — —— 
8 2 T 
Fiſh, dried — — —— [22086 quintals, at 12s. 13251 12 450 at 12. — 270 
Dirto, p pic — — — Tee a I 58. 1 — 92 8 25 gehste. 1558. 18 15 
x ſe — — _ u at 28. — 2 10 5 83 buſh. at 28. 
Houſe furniture, chairs — — 1 — te; LY 4990 ” 
24, "Caſes, drawers — — — — — — "EY 
bom 4 Deſks : — EP 8 9 — — — — — — 
8 viz. Corn — — — — 1 — 150 buſhel, at 18. +. 6d. Fi $20 
8. : — — 60 — — 6 6 | _ 
— 1179 buſhels, at 3. 60d, —» 2056 149985 bulk, at 35. 6d 6 
"= — 74664 lb.. at 4d. — 1243 86 MI wy * 7 
nuts (South Carolina) — — — 50 9 
Grindſtones — _ ban Laine. — — | hb 
e, — [8 tons, 1 qr. 14 1b. at 1 198. - Ia 22 3 — — 4 — 
Fl — _ — Ido lbs. at gd. 5 — ö 40 10 14410 lbs. — | 165 7 
ca * — 12651 No. at 76. — | 087 2 rag” as | 4 
3 — — 62150 No. at 188. — 4 — 55 18 9 160 No. —1 1 8 
r — — — — — ; — — 
Iron, E — 2 — 1 bewt. 39rs. 14 lbs. 1151. 31535 3 2 J85 tons, S cwt. at 15l.] 1273 15 


_ * — 1 «v FL _— 
\ * Y „ s % ” E s * * | l - 0 . - s% By 

— 4 F d R » U - , \ - Ss 1 LC -— ; . - — * 6 — - = * \ SA 
- gw * . 7 . 
4 9 


15 N NUMBER + ds 33 
" of al the Goods wa ps exported fron the ſeveral Provinces of North 9 Bay the Iſlands c 
| | January 1770, and the n 1771. 8 


DO 1 3 W 5 al 
ID. 1 Tx SOUTHERN PARTS OF EUROPE. AFRICA BRITISH AND FOREI 
Value. . Value. | Quantity. Valve. Quantity. 
1. 4. 4 1. 4. 4. | £ 4. d. 
— 0 — — 7 | — k — — — _—_— 
15 — — — — — — 83 8 At 58. 
— — — — — — — — 2033 No. at 38. 
SEA — — — 3000 No. at 128. 116 [1155615 at 128. 
— — — — — — — tio buſhels 
— — — — — — — 44 No. at 20l. 
. — — — _ — — 28 No. at 1 fl. 
— S — — ꝗP—õ — — 2 41 No. at Isl. 
25 4 — — — — — - 16818 lbs. at 6d. 
28 2 14167 1 Ibs. at 18. 3d. — i885 8 3 [7905 lbs. — 494 1 31351625 lbs. at 18. 3d. 
— 1630 2 Sd. — 33 19 2 | 240 2 5 $7550 at 5d. 
VR 5 * i — — — 320 at 18. 
— — — — — — — 20 chaldron, at 11. 58. 
3 2 — — — — 14 — 2143 nn at 58. 
— 50 lbs. at gd. — 1 17 6 [so lbs. — t 17 6 560 lbs. 
3 — — _ — — — 2 tons, 10 cwt. at gol. 
6422 Mie; Sa — — — 27 hhds. 166 buſhels 
270 431386 9 quintals, at 122. [258331 12 3 — * 206081 J at 10. 
18 15 307 + barrels, at 158. 250 12 6 [31 barrels — 23 5 29582 barrels, at 158. 
$410 43 — 33. = = | = 
— _ — — — — 1340 No. at 10s. 
— — — — — — — 14 No. at al. 108. 
— No. 9. at 2l. 10. — 22 10 — — 14 — 327 No. at al. 108. 
— Io. 6. at 10s. — 1 — — — $202 No. at 10s. 
11 5 {#175221 buſhels, at rs. 6d. 13141 12 6 [20 lbs. — 1 10 402958 1 buſhels 
— 13421 ditto, at 18. — M — — — 21438 ditto 
26247 7 6 888861 2 4 ditto, at 38. 2 102998 4 44 _ — — 955 * at 38. 64. 
— . — — — — — 234 ditto, at 38. 
| —— — — — — — 144 No. at 58. 
165 7 6] 3600 lbs. at gd. _ 135 —— — — 1986 ba- 
— | — — — — — — to No. 
— 47 tons, 12 ct. at al — 95 4 — — 14 — 5 tons, 7 cwt. 
1273 15 10 — 7 10 3 tor 1 — 45 272 tons, 19 cwt. 1 gr. 3 


$208 2 om Wa — 
* "3 A =» ya, voy 4 * %s A 
2 
. 


. Ry NUMBER * 


Ports of Exportatio ; of al the Goody and 8 exported frond the ſeveral Provinces ; of North 


n 1770, and the 5th of January, 1771. | 
| 
— ke So he ; | + [2 
IREL AN D. E SOUTHERN ann OF EUROPE. — * RICA. 
IST | | | 
—— 1 4 * * 
Quantity. Value. e deere, Gu. Value. 
= wy 1 1 4 = 7 C. . 4 
60 bls. at 58. #1 — — — — | — 
10 — — — — — — ; 3000 No. at 128. 1 16 
— — ; — — — — — — 7 N 
Ibs. _ 28 2 111671 Ibs. at 18. 3 4. — | 885 8 3 [7905 lbs. — 494 13 
= — — 1630 t Sd. — 33 19 2 240 22 5 
6 > — "2 — uM . 3 
— — os 50 lbs. I — 1 17 6 [Fo lbs. — e 
= at 128. — 55 431386 quintals at 125. | bn 12 ; 5 * 55 
4 ꝗ—é , 2 . —— — — 
25 barrels. at 158. 18 15 307 barrels, at 1 58. 12 6 [31 barrels — 23 5 
i” eg buſts at 28. N = 16 ; ditto. — "34 5 31 — — — 
— * 1 No. 9. at 21. 10s. — 232 10 — — 14 — 
— | No. 6. at 10s. — — — — 1 
[150 buſhel, at 18. a6. 1 5 175221 buſhels, at rs. 6d. 13141 11 6 [20 lbs. — 110 | 
— 13421 ditto, at 18. E _ — — | 
6 [149985buſh. at 35. dl 26247 7 6 58855. ditto, at 3s. 6d. 102998 4 4 — — — | 
1 es 1 ES Pe 2 155 35 2 2 
, | —— — | — | | - | — | 1285 — | — 7 x — 
i b. —. | | 165 7 63600 lbs. at 9 1414. 135 — an 8 
— — |” — J47 tons, 12 cwt. at al. — 95 4 — — — a 
8s tons, 5 owt. at 1 5. 1273 15 10 — 7 10 Js tons, — 45 a 
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8 Ros | * ; en W 
| fo „„ ">. \ 
— — tons, 1 cwt. 1 qr. 4 lb. — 35191 18 * 
"I 4 * Y 2 — 29468 10 4 
83 W at 88. — — —_ - + 
2033 No. at 38. — — . 304 19 | 
115561 At 128. — — — 959 0 7 11 
110 buſhels _ — = 5 
44 No. at 20l. — ö — * 880 
| b 
28 No. at 1 fl. — 480 — — 
41 No. at 15l. — 610 — — — N 
Te == _ — 412 16 
6818 * at 6d. — 70 | — — 226 1 6 
351625 lbs. at 18. 3d. — 76. — — 23688 4 6 6 
57550 at gd. — 1198 = = i237 1 
320 at 18. _ 16 , 320 — — 
20 chaldron, at 11. 58. — 25 20 —— — — 
2143 barrels, at 58. — 535 2143 barre — — 
— | — — 7465 Ibs. — — 
— — — 73 bhds. — — 
2 tons, 10 cwt. at gol — 2 tons, 10 cwt. — — 
27 hhds. 166 buſhe — 27 hhds. 166 buſhels — 
206081 + at 10. — 660003 4 — — 
29582 barrels, at 156. — 30068 f — — 
— . — — 
I N at 108. — I 0. — — 
+ No. at al. 10s. — — — — 
327 No. at al. 108. — 1336 — — 
202 No. at 108. _ . 208 — . 
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21438 ditto — 1071 18 59 — — 
955 iro, at 38. 6d. — 169 A 6 4853240 1 — — 
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234 dino, at 38. — | 234 — — 
144 No. at 58. — ' 38 1144 RET - 4 
— — 86 cwt. 1 1 qr. 14 lbs. — 
1986 be. — 74 9 6 1076 lbs. — — 
to No. — 3 10 2661 — — 
— — — e — —— 
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7 6K, — I 99 
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1 —_— — — — — | — — — 1 — 
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Run, New — — — |600 gallons, at 1s. 3d. — 10 7031 gallons — 5 

Rofin — — [195 barrels, at il. 58. — 8 I | 793 — _ "95 > 
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Ditto, duty paid. — — — . l g — PE. 8 Ps 

* gh rice — — — — ES 8 3 WO: ob NYE 
„ loaf, — — — — — — — 1 
| | — — 7 wi 19 on. I qr. at 28, 2070 19 — — — 
pu — 980 lbs. at 1s. — 173 10 — 911 — 
— — |541 lbs. 9 oz. 4 of. — 541 1134 — — Pee” 
— — [47 14 at 21. 148. — 128 5 — — ** 
— — 34 barrels, and es lbs. at at 38. 6d. 2903 1 8 $94 * 
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2 | 7 

; tons | 

cwt. 1 qr.. 12 

8 


8 
barrels, at gd. 
== buſhels, Ll} 


7 ditto, 239 f ditto 


23449 tons, 4 cwt. 1 
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n 19 cwt. 1 gr. 455. 
2 

* 


391 buſhels, at 18. LY 
15324 105 at gd. 
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23449 tons, 4 cwt. 1 qr. 16 lb. 
2870 7 3 

167313 lbs. | 

$5997 n at 48. 


$420 buſhels, at a. 
2 ditto, at 9d. 


15 gallons 
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38066 4 | ditto 
1966 barrels, 9006 cwt. 2 
8200 buſhels, at 18. 6d. 


8548 bs. at 74d, 


30 lbs. 


85035 lbs. 9 


74397 No. at 3d. 
18359 lbs. 
3149 pairs, at 28, 6d, 
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ud 1 
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$41 lbs. 19 0. 
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GREAT BY TAIN. IRELAND 
Species of Merchandite. Value. Quantity. 
——— — e . " 
4 . * Ss. d. . 
£ 5 t 527549 8 16 
ers — * — —— N — 
— fone heans — — | g — 5 | — 5 
Naval ſores, viz. Pitch = ” "Bf og at 76. — 2892 18 — — 
Tar, common — {78115 ditto, at 6s. * , 2 23434 10 — 0 
Ditto, green — 53 barrels | | —— 261 4 N — — 
Teens — [15125 gitto, at 88. Ye 3 bogo | has cn. 
; Ma — — 12027 J tons, No. 289 r 15000 — — 
Fats — — {1418 tons, 20 No. at tl. — — 438 — — 
. Bowſprits — 2 [598 and No. 2g — | | — 623 _ — 
Live boek, viz. Cattle — |, — 1 — — — — 
Horſes __ — {| "God - |, _ — — — 
: Poultry — 14 nb \ — — — 
5 3 2 hog — om : — 2 — 3 — — 
ine, viz. Deer — 1314347 1 lbs. at 22. — 31434 15 185 bbs. — — 
5 Ditto, raw — 1455275 itto, at 18. t — 2 26285 14 7 — — 
Calf — — — þ \ . — — — 
Seal N — — — N — a | — — 
Tobacco — — 1657 1 2 1 d. and 2 21 di pet 1 904981 14 — — 
urpentine oil — — 11 barrels, at al. 108. 7 — 27 10 _ — 
allow and lard — — |800 lbs. at 30. — — 16 13 — — 
ortoiſe ell — — [593 ditto = | | fe 29 1 _ — 
[Turtle (from Sms) - — {10700 ditto, at jd, | «= | 222 18 4 — 2 
— — * f — — . — * 
— — — 62794 ditto, at 18. 2 1 1 . 3139 14 tog8o — — — 
Whale dos — — 32. — at _ 004 ſua feet — 657 1 19121 4 6 — | — 
Walnut, black —.— tons, 22 feet, and 1 re af m. 105 1 it tons — — 
* yg . pine — 4939506 feet, at 26s: m. Js 6421 1 72080 feet — 
Fs — og! — aq at al. 15 5 — 2603 1 6 246561 ditto N 
1 = | o, at 2]. m. ns — "WY — 2 
. 5119 ditro, ar Jus 3 3 FO 93 10.6 || FE . 
— — {As „ | BR — 
2. ahne No. at al 5. _ — Er — EY 
— 4452 Ne. at 4 1 ny —— e | Wo ** 
— 420 | cords, » at 168, E TT] a TO - 2 
Ry No. t „. * 6 | __= «» * 
Hs No. 8, 8, at 8d. by . — | ; . 4 | — — 
— [97953 2 wage 8. —ü— — 61 4 2 — — 
— er e W 1 — | 14/03 1 2 bannen — 
2 . RSCY MUG 0 _ 
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CONTINUATION OF 


N. 2 5 . | | AR — | . 
bs SOUTHERN PARTS OF | 
Ws n ** 9 — — 
; . I OO E 
. R — | — — | 
fee 1 7 68038 18 — 
2 2 | 
— FE 7327 bar. at "i &; g 9158 15 | — — 
— — I40CO r , 22 116 13 4 | ek 2 
— 8 1946 at 4d. [ 209 4 2 
. rack | 2 a3 3 1 
— 2 — — _ , 5 1 — | — 
— — — 0 — — ö — — 
8 — be X = = 2 
; — — — — — 
* v4 Nor 2 300 Ibs. at 2 4 
— — : — — 1 | — 14 1 At : 
— 5 Js0g29 bo — | 2526 % ditto, at ts 
— 2 10 $46157 feet — | Goo of 6 
| ** + 5p * > — | — ; | - aw — 
: "ar | wa — — — | aw — 
„1 — — — [Rs rhe | 
ky . . — | — No. at 1. 
— * 1072 No. 15 18 2 [800 ditto — 
r . — 2 — — — ve — 
Fs” —— = 2 a__ _ — 
— 1 — — — 2 — — 
_ "4 5 — — $06 feet 
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183893 15 ds. — 
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AMERICA. 
2 Valoe, Quawity, Value. 
— — .. —— . 22 
ö 3 5 FA ” &. wy + 
2029 114 1944 11 
| 648 barrels 800 7964 barrels =, " 3 
4 1988 buſh. 47550 bun ings 6378 16 1 402319 bunches, 5 wa Ib. 1918 buſhels. 495 9 53 
_ [149337 boſbcls = | 9867 $0gb3 — 100% 12 
sss barrels — we 287 14 1914+ barrels — —— 8 
13773 Gro — — 951 18 $1422, | — 20 bo 
1 922 oC 953 rag CT oy of * 
$ 111867 ins — — $22 16 17014 | — 14 
2 tons, No. 112 — 566 2029 4 tons, 401 No. = FU 
z No. _— — 3 118 tons, 23 No — — 
* — — — | 598 tons, 25 No. — — 
184 ditto _ — | 14328 No. * — 
2 ditto — = | bo228 $698 ditto — owe, .c; 1 
a615 4 dozen — — 177 26157 — — i 
12797 No. — — | 4478 19 12797 No. — RR 19 
— r 374532 <P * 3 
2 * hs 48527 — As 14 7 
. $4 Þþ 144 ditto _ — 18 144 a Bo 9 
a4, ditto — 2 3 ſ[a4dino Iu 58 8 
87 3 hhds. 164162 lbs. at 24d, = | 1869 | . 1 — — 18 
_ 30 barrels — — 75 | 47 barrels * — 10 
ese — | 3831 2 2 [185143 > oj 2 a 0 
— 86000 ditto — — 116 13 416350 < a — 11 $ 
= : 20 feet — — 139 JIss — 2 
20 1120 28 — — gt | 12852 — Pn \ 
. — 9 _ — — 7 6 
. * 5 | 74 tons, 22 feet; and 1004 ſhvare feet 15 11 
2 9458 feet me —_ _ [39951522 - 3 13 4 
12 2318 ditto — — 2615308 _ | 
No. — — 12258 -/ nh | 6 
— 117 — — 10 
— 500 feet, 198 No. — 
— © No. _— — — 
— 0 I, and goo inches — 
"I 3352383 — — N 16 $ 
mo 177 * bois 6 | 
— 5891 No. —— 1 — | ' Be a 
pe = 106i dino — =. | | 
—— 4: Ss — 2 3 
— | — — 180 
— Is — — | 5 4 
2 2 7 FO CRE — 2 2069 1 8 
242 L [29846226 | — — biens 0 5 
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— [430 I 10 FR AA. — 98 un | WP — * — 
3 3 © 1 — — 1 | c — roll 
— 18000 N No. at 78. | — » — N +. 1 * f a 
— No. 8, at 8d. — — | s 4| — * 
* 97953 feet, at 6l. 5%. — — 612 4 2 — — 
— [4921020 22 2 I — — 14763 1 2 2828762 feet — 
— 567 No. 1 _ — 83 8 — — 
15 No. at 1; +2 * Ps 
— {10582 tons, 2 feet, at 88. — 63 16 5 * — — 
— 30 28 188. — 3339 12 7 io 5 feet 2 
— 686 36 . at 18s, — 828 4 2 * 3 
— 464 pairs, at 4d. — — 7 14 8 11219 pairs, 100 ſets — 
— 1196 tons, 5 feet, at 2. 5s. — — 245 3 1 _ — 
* I N. n — —— 4 | — NE 
1686654 4 6 
E | | | 

— 34725 Ibs. 13. * * 17 — — 
— {roco ditto, d. — — 25 : 4650 lbs. =_ — 
— Ii ton, N | — «| ; 6 6 — — 
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— | cwt. 2 qr, ** 2 | 41 *. 6 7 — a 
— INo. 236, and 2786 Ibs. at 38. — | 2187 18 — — 
— 12805 tons, 3 ct. 2 Jr. at 4l. 108. — 12623 $:9 — — 
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— p 0 ON nomad __ — — 
— [87 tons, 6 fee gg ure he at 3d. 17646 1 3 (18 7 tow 0 ft. 157697 { 
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12623 5 9 — — 
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— — 
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212 14 ho — 
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— 132000 _ i21 CONE. : 
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— — — : : — | | _ — 5 
— — — — 
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* 1 — — | —— 17 ct. — | : 
— 40.0 20 Ib. at 16s. 32 2 11 — — 
* — — 1 — — — N - 
— 694 tons, 16 cwt. 2. 10. 3036 13 if} — ike s 
1 7 ||; tons 13 10 — — 4 
— — —— — — — — 
3094 14 42100 feet, at 3d. 26 3 — as 
N — — — — — _ 
— 2522 lb. — |, BY — — 
1204 4 92857 gallons, 26. 34. 10 14 9 _ _— . 
"Yd — 2 
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THE Tonnage given in to the Regiſter, is, 


upon an average, about a third leſs than the real 


meaſurement, in order to evade duties, and ex- 


pences, ſuch as lights, &c. but this is more than 


counterbalanced by the tonnage being, in many 
inſtances, repeated two or three times, or as 
often as the veſſel ſails from port in the ſame 
year, 4 7 | $. 
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